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5th June 2025 
 
Briefing note for consultation process for applying for a Statutory Change of Chipping 
Sodbury’s age range from 11-19 to 11-16 and therefore on closing Chipping Sodbury 
School Sixth Form 

Overview 

The shared sixth form provision at Chipping Sodbury School has changed already with the 
decision by Yate Academy to withdraw from the Cotswold Edge Partnership from September 
2025.  

The numbers of students progressing into the sixth form from Chipping Sodbury School have 
been low in recent years and the main school budget is subsidising the staffing costs as shown 
in the finance section below.  The Athelstan Trust has a responsibility to manage school 
finances to secure a balanced budget. Chipping Sodbury has an on-going and growing deficit 
forecast for the next three years of over £300k. The Sixth Form generates a deficit of over £100K 
at the end of this year rising to over £130K next year. 

The examination outcomes for students in the sixth form are broadly average with an average 
grade of C-. 

There are additional impacts on the school such as a number of very experienced staff being 
required for teaching A-level groups, these staff could be redeployed to address priorities in Key 
Stage 3 & 4. The sixth form is housed in a very large suite of rooms in the centre of the site that 
could be used more effectively to support alternative provision and behaviour management in 
the main school. The sixth form also takes quite a considerable amount of leadership capacity 
from the school.  

As there are a small number of sixth form students on site at any one time due to shared 
teaching between schools, they are not a very visible presence around the school.  Most staff 
at Chipping Sodbury School are not involved in teaching A Levels. 

There are 11 schools with sixth forms in South Gloucestershire with significant cohorts of 
students. There is also a large successful FE College - SGS Sixth Form - Be Individual, Be 
Outstanding 

Some Chipping Sodbury students also choose to attend either St Brendan’s College or 
Katherine Lady Berkeley School (both also shown in links under outcomes). 

The Trustees of the Athelstan Trust have decided to start a consultation process to consider the 
future of the sixth form provision at Chipping Sodbury.  

The process for making significant changes to an Academy is governed by DfE regulations – 
found here - Making significant changes to an academy. 

  

https://www.sixth.sgscol.ac.uk/
https://www.sixth.sgscol.ac.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/670f97de3b919067bb48325b/Making_significant_changes_to_an_academy_October_2024.pdf


The Regional Directors Office have been informed of this consultation process. 

It is important to state that this is a consultation process, and a wide range of stakeholders will 
be given the opportunity to present their views. The Trustees will consider these before deciding 
whether to formally apply to the Regional Directors Office who are the final decision makers. 

The Consultation process will run from 09.06.25 to 16.10.25 when the Trustees will decide 
whether to apply to the Regional Director to change the age range. 

Context 

16-19 funding nationally 

In the 16-19 system, the Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) funds further education 
colleges, schools, and independent learning providers in England to provide education for 
learners aged 16 to 19 years old.  From 31st March 2025, the ESFA’s functions will be transferred 
within the Department for Education. 

A national funding formula is used to calculate the allocation of funding that each provider 
receives each academic year. Several additional elements that are not part of the formula, 
including high needs funding and student support schemes, contribute to the total funding 
amount awarded to an institution. 

Funding trends 

The further education sector has experienced a prolonged period of reduced funding. The 
Institute for Fiscal Studies’ latest Annual report on education spending in England, concluded 
in January 2025 that 16-19 education funding had experienced substantial cuts during the 
2010s and adult education had seen for an even longer time period. Recent increases to per 
student funding had done little to reverse the earlier cuts. 

Between the 2010–11 and 2019–20 financial years, funding per student aged 16–18 fell in real 
terms by 14% in colleges and 28% in school sixth forms. 

In the Autumn Budget 2024, the government announced a £300 million cash-terms boost to 
college and sixth form funding.  Because of rising student numbers and inflation, we calculate 
that this is only sufficient to deliver a real-terms freeze in funding per student. Combined with 
increases under the previous government, this leaves college funding per student about 11% 
lower in real terms than in 2010 and school sixth form funding per student about 23% lower. 

They added that rising 16-19 student numbers mean that the government would need to 
increase real funding levels by around £200 million in 2027 to maintain real funding at current 
levels. 

 

Source- Further education funding in England - House of Commons Library 

  

https://ifs.org.uk/publications/annual-report-education-spending-england-2024-25
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9194/


Post-16 education has seen some of the largest budget cuts in education, with spending on 
colleges down 10% between 2010 and 2024, and sixth forms down 23%. During the same 
period, there has been a fall in teaching time post-16, and a fall in the number of qualifications 
taken.  

Source- Lessons Learnt? - The Sutton Trust 

 

Chipping Sodbury School Financial outlook 

CHS: Chipping Sodbury School  2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 

Budget Deficit £312,193 £388,146 £442,429 

 

Cost of Chipping Sodbury sixth form 

This year (2024/25) the sixth form has generated a deficit of just over £100,000, next year 
(2025/26) the sixth form will generate a £136,922 deficit on current student numbers. The deficit 
will be higher if fewer students than currently forecast start.  

 
Historical Outcomes (Chipping Sodbury, the COVID years are missing) 

 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2022/2023 2023/24 

A* to A 14% 16% 11% 26% 6% 

A* to B 39% 44% 29% 48% 34% 

A* to C 66% 76% 60% 66% 57% 

Av Grade C+ C+ C- C+ C- 

Value Added  -0.06 +0.13 -0.20 -0.08   

 

Outcomes are broadly average. 

The link below shows the outcomes for 2024 for schools in South Gloucestershire on the DfE 
Compare Schools site. There are always some minor differences between internal and external 
data, the overall pattern is the significant thing to consider. 

All schools and colleges in South Gloucestershire - Compare school and college 
performance data in England - GOV.UK 

Advanced level qualifications (level 3) - Katharine Lady Berkeley's School - Compare 
school and college performance data in England - GOV.UK 

Advanced level qualifications (level 3) - St Brendan's Sixth Form College - Compare school 
and college performance data in England - GOV.UK 

  

https://www.suttontrust.com/our-research/lessons-learnt/
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?step=default&table=schools&region=803&geographic=la&for=16to18
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?step=default&table=schools&region=803&geographic=la&for=16to18
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/137033/katharine-lady-berkeley-s-school/16-to-18/advanced-level-qualifications?accordionstate=0
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/137033/katharine-lady-berkeley-s-school/16-to-18/advanced-level-qualifications?accordionstate=0
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/130563/st-brendan-s-sixth-form-college/16-to-18/advanced-level-qualifications
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/130563/st-brendan-s-sixth-form-college/16-to-18/advanced-level-qualifications


 

Student numbers 

 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 
Year 12 45 28 32 29 34* 
Year 13 30 43 28 31 29* 
Total 75 71 60 60 63* 

 

*2025/26 based on estimates it is worth noting that in previous years that has often been a drop 
between Year 12 and Year 13 and also the Year 12 estimates are based on predicted GCSE 
grades that are traditionally optimistic.  

Other recent examples of closure consultations 

Clyst Vale Community College: proposal to change the age range from 11-18 to 11-16 
through the phased closure of the Sixth Form - Have your say 

Sarum Academy to close sixth form in September 2026 | Salisbury Journal 

Ted Wragg Multi-Academy Trust - Honiton Community College - Sixth Form Consultation 
(Now Closed) 

Cottingham High School - Consultation - Proposed Significant Change ‘Closure of Sixth 
Form’ 

In the news 

Cheltenham head says school sixth form sector at 'breaking point' - BBC News 

Proposal 

That the Trust should initiate a significant change consultation with a view to closing the 
sixth form provision to new applicants from September 2026 and totally in July 2027. 

+ve -ve 
Helps secure the financial future of 
Chipping Sodbury School 

The students who specifically want to stay at 
CSS will not be able to from September 
2026. 

Students have a wide range of other 
successful larger sixth forms/ colleges to 
choose from 

Some staff may feel they lose out 
professionally as they cannot teach A Level 
at Chipping Sodbury School 

It could free up key skilled staff to teach 
GCSE groups 

It risks some reputational damage in the 
community  

It could free up useful buildings space to 
develop SEND and behaviour support 
spaces that the school currently needs 

 

It could release much needed leadership 
capacity; a great deal of time is spent on 
partnership meetings and planning. 

 

 

Please submit your response to the proposal via email  

Sixthform.Consultation@chippingsodburyschool.com via the page on the Chipping 
Sodbury School website. 

 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay/consultations/clyst-vale-community-college-proposal-to-change-the-age-range-from-11-18-to-11-16-through-the-phased-closure-of-the-sixth-form/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay/consultations/clyst-vale-community-college-proposal-to-change-the-age-range-from-11-18-to-11-16-through-the-phased-closure-of-the-sixth-form/
https://www.salisburyjournal.co.uk/news/25018209.sarum-academy-close-sixth-form-september-2026/
https://www.tedwraggtrust.co.uk/hcc-sixth-form-consultation
https://www.tedwraggtrust.co.uk/hcc-sixth-form-consultation
https://www.cottinghamhigh.net/news/?pid=3&nid=1&storyid=139
https://www.cottinghamhigh.net/news/?pid=3&nid=1&storyid=139
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c4gr7lkmkzjo
mailto:Sixthform.Consultation@chippingsodburyschool.com

