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17th June 2025 
 
Joint statement from Dr Tim Gilson, CEO of The Athelstan Trust and Mr Rob Skipp, Headteacher 
of Chipping Sodbury School 
 

The Trustees of The Athelstan Trust have launched a consultation to consider the future of 
post 16 provision at Chipping Sodbury School. A number of consultation and engagement 
events have happened with more planned. There is a dedicated page on the school website 
with an email address for interested parties to submit their response. 
 
The consultation runs until October 2025 when the Trustees will decide whether to apply 
to The Regional Director of the Department for Education, who will make a decision on the 
future of the provision. 
 
The reason for launching the consultation is that there have been consistently low numbers 
of students from Chipping Sodbury School choosing to study in The Cotswold Edge sixth 
form and the funding for post 16 education has been consistently declining for many years. 
In addition, the costs of running the provision (staffing costs and other costs) have 
continued to rise. This means that the sixth form is not financially viable for Chipping 
Sodbury School. 
 
At present, students from Chipping Sodbury School apply to the shared Cotswold Edge sixth 
form with Brimsham Green School. Students from Chipping Sodbury spend a significant 
proportion of their time studying at Brimsham Green School.  
 
Brimsham Green School’s sixth form provision is not part of this consultation and will 
continue to provide ‘A’ level study, alongside other Level 3 qualifications, such as BTECs and 
the new AAQs. Chipping Sodbury students will continue to be able to apply to study there. 
 
This is clearly a very difficult process and a number of members of our community are 
disappointed and concerned by this consultation process.  
 
Whatever the outcome of the process, our mission as a school is to ensure every member 
of our community is aspirational about their potential and that they succeed in meeting 
these aspirations. We have a hugely dedicated, ambitious body of talented staff and will 
continue to provide our students with high quality, engaging learning that allows them to 
gain the knowledge and skills needed to be successful in whatever route they choose to 
take after leaving us.  
 
 
[End of statement] 
 


