Chipping Sodbury School Sixth Form Consultation FAQs

These will be updated as the process goes on

Why is this consultation being launched now?

There are a number of events programmed this term to present post 16 progression options and
the Cotswold Edge Sixth Form to Year 10 students. It is important that they and their
parents/carers have sufficient notice that this change is being considered. The contribution to
deficit caused by the sixth form at Chipping Sodbury is forecast to grow next year based on rising
costs, relative declines in funding and low student numbers. Yate Academy has withdrawn from
Cotswold Edge Sixth Form this year. Launching the consultation at this time gives all students in
Year 10 and 11 sufficient time to consider their options.

What impact will it have on staff recruitment and retention?

It is possible that some staff might choose to work only in 11-18 schools, but the evidence of the
three 11-16 schools within the Trust suggests that recruitment and retention is no different in
those schools to the 11-18 schools.

Most staff at Chipping Sodbury School are not teaching in the sixth form and have not done so.
What other providers/options are available for CSS students?

South Gloucestershire and surrounding areas have a wide range of effective provision post 16.
The vast majority of Chipping Sodbury students in Year 11 choose to study at one of these
providers and not in Chipping Sodbury/Cotswold Edge. All students who choose to stay at
Chipping Sodbury currently have to travel for some of their provision to Brimsham Green (and
Yate in the past).

Does this suggest a lack of ambition for students?

No - Chipping Sodbury School is very ambitious for its students and is determined to make the
most effective use of public money and its expert staffing to raise standards for students, so that
they achieve the very best GCSE results to enable them to choose from a range of effective
options.

Why do so few students currently choose to stay on at CSS?

Thisis complicated because itis hard to know why parents/carers and students make the choices
they do; it may be due to where they live, a wish to study vocational courses not offered at
Cotswold Edge/Chipping Sodbury or other reasons

Does this mean the decision to close the sixth form is already made?

No absolutely not. This is a genuine consultation and the final decision will be made by Civil
Servants at the DfE after considering the consultation.

What advice and guidance about choices for students after Year 11 will the school provide?

The school already provides very comprehensive impartial advice and guidance to students when
they are considering their options after GCSEs. This is a statutory duty for all schools and the
school will continue to do this.



Is it possible there could be a reduction in applications to join the schoolin Year 7 if the sixth
form closes?

This is a risk; the reasons that parents/carers make choices about their child’s schools are many
and varied and highly personal. At present it is clearly the case that most parents/carers do not
choose for their child to stay at Chipping Sodbury School’s sixth form (approximately 70% of
students go elsewhere) so it may not be the main factor in their choice at Year 7. The 11-16
schools elsewhere in the Trust are all growing, so it is not clear that not having a sixth form
reduces applications to Year 7.

With so many new houses being built in the area will the provision be needed in the future?

As part of this consultation the Trust has considered the Local Authority projections for student
numbers and the level of need. In the Yate/Chipping Sodbury area there is no suggestion of a lack
of available places post 16 in the future.

Will there be an impact on staff morale of both the consultation process and the potential
for the sixth form to close if the Regional Director makes that decision?

This is clearly upsetting for some staff at the school. They are being consulted as part of this
process. The school and Trust will always seek to support staff well-being.

Has offering a range of vocational courses in addition to A-Levels been considered?

The school does not have the staffing experience or capacity to offer vocational courses or the
infrastructure. There are other providers with experience and capacity better suited to offer a
range of vocational courses in the area.

Does this process effect Brimsham Green School’s sixth form offer?

No notall. Brimsham Green School are clear that they will continue to offer a full post 16 provision
and will have capacity for any Chipping Sodbury students.

Has the Trust considered that students will have to travel to other providers?

Yes. All students who stay into the current sixth form offer have to travel for some of their courses.
There would be more travel for some students, but the area is well served by public transport.



