Year 11 Supporting students with
exam preparation and
examinations

David Hinkins
Deputy Headteacher



Chipping Sodbury School continues to
Improve year on year

* In 2019 our students achieved the best results in our school’s history!

* We are very proud of our improving examination results and you play
a significant role



This year we know the students can do even better

*Year 11 is vital for students. Getting year 11 right

affects their outcomes and as such their future
choices.

* From past experience we know that the students who
are organised and working hard from the outset do
better at the end of the year.

* This information is to support you with being able to
help students to fulfil their potential.



What should you be doing?

* All students should be completing regular homework which amounts to 10
hours a week, please regularly check Go4Schools to support with this.

* On top of this students should be revising for 1 hour each afternoon (after
school).

* Weekends - students should be completing at least 2 hours revision each
day.

* This should increase as we get closer to examinations
* No student has no work set.

* The work the students put in will dictate students next steps in terms of
being able to follow post 16 pathways of choice.



Attendance in Year 11

e Attendance has a direct link to outcomes. Students in Year 11 need to
be resilient and coming in to school each day.

e Statistics from previous year show that students with:
* 95-100% attendance tend to make good progress.

* 90-94% attendance underperform by approximately 1 grade in each
subject

* below 90% attendance tend to perform 2 grades below what they are
capable of



How can parents/carers support your child
with their examinations?

* Ensure they are fully prepared. Check they have all the resources they need, including revision books and
stationery, scientific calculators and maths sets.

* Help them to organise their revision timetable and set aside a place where they can revise in a quiet,
distraction free environment.

* Encourage students to not just revise subjects they find easy, but also those they find challenging.

* Try not to book any appointments during the school day and holidays should only be booked after all exams
have finished.

* Make sure there are plenty of healthy snacks in the fridge and try to provide good, nutritious food at regular
intervals. Encourage your child to join family meals, even if it's a busy revision day - it's important to have a
change of scene and get away from the books and computer for a while. Also encourage your child to take
regular exercise. A brisk walk around the block can help clear the mind before the next revision session.

* Try not to place too many demands on your child during exam time. Arguments are counter-productive and
will only add unnecessary stress and distract from revision. It's important to get a good night's sleep before
an exam, so discourage your child from staying up late to cram.

* Mobile phones are a major distraction when revising; agree for them to be removed from the area of study.

* We have a comprehensive interventions programme running throughout the examination period please
encourage your child to attend (particularly if they struggle to revise independently).



How can parents/carers support their child on
the day of the exam?

Ensure that their school bag is packed and uniform is ready before they go to bed.

A good night’s sleep is essential; get them to remove any distractions from the
bedroom.

Ensure that they have breakfast or lunch before coming into school and get them
to bring a bottle of water for during the day (with the label removed).

If they are late or unable to attend then phone the school as soon as possible. If
they are ill then you will need to get a medical certificate on the day.

Try to not let them dwell on exams once they have finished; there is nothing they
can do once the exam has finished and so remind them to focus on future
examinations.

Please remind your child that whatever the outcome of their examinations you
will still love them, be proud of them and value all of their other attributes.



How to revise

* All students will be shown how to create a revision timetable. It is
important that students create one and use it. It keeps them on
schedule and give them a chance to rest and relax as well as minimise
stress.

* By having a revision timetable it will break revision down into
manageable chunks

* Ensure breaks are scheduled, it can be a stressful time.

e Students need to be doing something with the revision — not just
reading the book. This could be answering examination questions,
creating flash cards and mind maps, testing on key knowledge.



The Supported Study Overview is below and starts after the October
break and runs through to the start of exams in May 2020.

English Science French Maths
(E1 & SF1) (54, S8, S3 & S1) (L1 & L2) (M2)
3:25-4:15 3:25-4:15 3:25-4:15 Lunchtime and
4 classes 3:25-4:15
English Science Option Subjects Maths X
(E1 & SF1) (S4 or S3) in subject classrooms (M2)
3:25-4:15 3:25-4:15 3:25-4:15 Lunchtime and
Specific homework These sessions will be 3:25-4:15
P.E. support arranged in conjunction
(Sports Hall) with subject teachers R.E.
3:25-4:15 (H5 & H6)

3:25-4:15




Subject Revision Timetable

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Friday
8am Wake up and have | Wake up and have | Wake up and have Wake up and have | Wake up and Wake up and have | Wake up and

breakfast breakfast breakfast breakfast have breakfast breakfast have

breakfast

8:45-9:30 English revision

Macheth

Key characters
5:30-9:45 Break Break Break Break Break Break Break
9:45-10:30 | Maths — practice

paper 20 mins and

then Maths Watch

Video
10:30-10:45 | Break Break Break Break Break Break Break
10:45—11:30 | Business Studies

Key words tests

and make flash

cards
11:30-13:00 | Lunch and exercise | Lunch and exercise | Lunch and exercise | Lunch and exercise | Lunch and Lunch and exercise | Lunch and

exercise exercise

13:00-13:45 | Biology revision —

Examination

guestions
13:45-14:00 | Break Break Break Break Break Break Break
14:00-14:45 | Geography — Flow

charts are weather

and climate
14:45-15:00 | Break Break Break Break Break Break Brealt:l
15:00-15:45 | Chemistry revision

—create flash
cards on key terms




T —

There are different ways to revise, and everyone has their own
favourite way. Try different ways of revising and test yourself to
see which works best.

However, everyone should revise:

® in a quiet place where you
won't be disturbed — no
background TV or music!

® sitting on a chair at a desk, not
slumped on the sofa

® in good light — so you don’t strain your eyes

® with the correct equipment — paper, pens, pencils, clock, etc.
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Learning/Revision Techniques

Map It

Create a mind map of the
key points.

= —=
= —t=
i —t

Journey It

Remember lists
of information
by placing
images on a
journey.

Index It

Transfer the key points to
index cards.

L7

Story It

Create a weird and vivid story
using the

key points. e
—

;e

)

Mnemonic It

Use the first letter of key.words

to create a sentence. -

A well known example: W N L] E
Newer
Eat -
Shredded s

Wheat

Click It

Create a presentation about

o Q

Flip It
Write questions and answers
and flip it anywhere.

Timeline It

Place key points along a line in
date order.

NN

Sing It

Set key points to <
familiar
music/rap. \P/

Record It

Use your mobile
to record yourself
explaining the key
points and play it
back regularly.

Post It

Write key words
on to Post Its
and stick them
around your
room.

Comic It
Create your own comic strip
using the key poin
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English Language and Literature GCSE

Paper 2

Section A: Modern texts

English Language

Section A: Reading

Macbeth

An Inspector,
Calls

Q1 Finding information
Q2 Language Analysis

Q3 Structure Analysis

Q4 How far do you agree?

Q1 True or false

Q2 Synthesise and Infer
Q3 Language Analysis
Q4 Compare viewpoints

Section B: Anthology

Section B: Writing

Power and Conflict

Section C: Unseen Poetry

Analysing an unseen poem,
and comparing

21t May

Q5 Descriptive or narrative
writing

2" June

Q5 Writing to give an opinion




English Language and Literature GCSE

e Students need an excellent knowledge of the set texts - re-reading all
texts is a MUST DO.

 Exams are ‘closed book’ although students will be provided with an
extract from Macbeth, A Christmas Carol and one poem.

* Encourage them to learn very short quotations - using flashcards or
displaying them might help.

* Planning responses to exam questions is a good way of revising.

e Write answers in timed conditions and hand them in to receive
feedback.



English Language and Literature GCSE

* The format of the papers will always remain the same - students need
to know what to expect from each paper.

* Encourage wider reading and discussion at home of fiction and non
fiction texts.

* Use sample papers that they have been given to practise questions
that are more challenging.

* Plan out how to answer longer questions in the reading section.

* Practise the creative writing task using images from newspapers or
magazines.

* Focus on quality writing rather than quantity.



Tips for Maths

e Students need to have excellent standards of basic numeracy as the
new GCSE’s have increased the content of this style of question

* This includes:
* Adding/subtracting/multiplying/dividing large numbers
* Fractions
* Decimals

Percentages

Ratio

All of the above are expected to be competent skills without the use of
calculators

 Students need to know all of the important formulae as they are required to
commit these to memory now. They will have a sheet in their revision folders.



Tips for Maths

e Students will complete a past paper every two weeks in maths and
feedback given in class.

* This allows students’ progress to be tracked closely ensuring any
areas for development are highlighted and tackled quickly.

* Most students have purchased a revision guide, workbook and exam

practice book. These should be used by students to support the work
in lessons and for independent learning.

* Some students prefer e-learning. MyMaths and CorbettMaths are 2
useful websites that students can use.



Science Entries

 Students can either be entered for combined science or separate science

* For both they have studied biology, chemistry and physics and will be
assessed in the exams on all three across 6 exams

* For sgparate science the exams are 105 minutes and three GCSEs are
gaine

 For combined (the standard route) the exams are 75 minutes and two
GCSEs are gained

e Students can be entered for higher or foundation in both
* Itisn’t particularly beneficial for most students to sit foundation separate
* For the most part year 11 students know their tier and qualification, for some we are
still finalising the correct choice

* Any questions on tiers/qualifications should be directed to the science
team



Tips for French AQAH

1. Listening and Reading Exams

These exams are predominantly test how much French
vocabulary you recognise and can work out from the
context.

All students have been given a paper copy of the GCSE
vocabulary list, and also have a personal username and
password for the Kerboodle website to use in conjunction
with the booklet.

Guidance on how to work on vocabulary recognition
through seven simple steps is provided on page 1 of the
booklet.

All students should have completed the Vocabulary
builders exercises for the twelve topics on Kerboodle by
Friday 29t November.

Use Kerboodle for practising exams skills for all the GCSE
topics.

| &
o _— 3

vocabulary iy
goundation Tief i oca b u ’ a r y
(kerboodie

Wednesday 15" January: Supported Study 3.15-4.15

Next steps with Listening and Reading
following on from the Mock Exams

ALL STUDENTS SHOULD ATTEND THIS KEY SESSION



https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login?user_return_to=%2Fapp
https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login?user_return_to=%2Fapp

Tips for French AQAX

2. Speaking and Writing Exams

Name:

These exams give you the chance to show off what you know —

you can prepare each topic thoroughly in advance. Preparing for Paper 2

All students have set up their own accounts to How to smash the Speaking Exam
E practise key vocabulary, phrases and verb tenses GCSE French
RiSE with spaced repetition on the CSS_French course Contents:
on Memrise. 1. What's in the Speaking Exam?
Preparation; Role Play, Photo Card. General Conversation
Parents can help students to learn their pre-prepared answers 2. How is the Speaking Exam marked?

What criteria are in the Mark Schemes?

for the Speakmg Exam: 3. What do | need to learn for the Role Play?

Answering the question; Repair strategies

. ) 4. What do | need to learn for the Photo Card?
* Students choose one ‘Theme’ in advance, and will have The first question; Giving and explaining opinions; Repair strategies

questions from the other two ‘Themes’. 5. How do | prepare for the General Conversation?

Themes; Asking question; Repair strategies

* See the booklet “How to smash the speaking exam” for
full details.



https://www.memrise.com/login/

Equipment and Revision Resources

* |t is absolutely vital that students bring calculators to all Science exams.
* Flash cards and mind maps are a great idea to summarise key info
 Exam questions are an excellent way once these notes have been made

JUST READING TEXTBOOKS/GUIDES OR NOTES WILL NOT WORK

Chapter 1 — Structure
of Living Things
Lesson 3 — Diversity o AELH:I
of Organisms .

fimals are divided into two
lall 3% BX

aller groups (phyla):
£ Nrant Colay 209 | wanw.mncolay.com

The Plant
Kingdom

( plants wl:h hﬁ}

= Kl -
+ nonvascular plants

(plants without tubes) l




Revision Resources

* We have a large supply of CGP revision guides and
flash cards which can be purchased via Parent Pay.

 There are excellent revision videos on YouTube that
students can use to create revision resources such as
mind maps or use as a tutorial before completing past
papers from the AQA website.

* e.g. mygcsescience and freesciencelessons.

* WE encourage the use of Seneca and all students
should have logins.

* Seneca has revision information and questions about all
topics and is an excellent resource

* It can be used on phones but initially the login has to be on a
computer.

Combined Science
For AQA (Grade 9-1)

The Revision Guide
Higher Level

Includes Free Online Edition

For the cew AQA Triogy course




CEDGE Sixth Form

Jreat ambition
and conquest |
Without ...zcz.

is without ,
significance.

What will your
onFAlTon be? How

“Fducation is the
key to unlocking
the world, a passpor

to freedom.”

(pik WerfF
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Curriculum
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v'Students will be taking 3 A- Levels from the start of
Year 12.

v'Data captures are scheduled throughout the year to
help monitor progress and plan interventions as required
to support our students.

v'Students receive bespoke high quality support in their
lessons and in private study hours. This is unique to our
school and provides a_nurturing environment for the
young peoples.




Chipping Sodbury School Values Leaders

e What does it mean to be a
sixth form ambassador?

e Students within the sixth SUCCGSS iS the

form have a wonderful 800d fortune

opportunity to one of our that comes from
ambassadors. This provides aspirati on,
them with an opportunity to .
showcase their leadership desper,at]ona
skills, which can then be perspiration and
included in their UCAS ; : S
applications and CVs. msplratl on.

Evan Esar



Work experience opportunities / internships

Over the past few years, our
sixth formers have excelled
when they have been placed
In prestigious companies
during work experience.

You too could have this
opportunity to gets ‘hand on’
experience of the real working
world whilst studying.

Companies that our students have
worked with:




Upcoming events for Year 11 to look forward to

From now until the end of year 11, the students can engage in the
following school events to gain full insight into the life of the sixth form.

We offer the following:

* Head of Sixth Form one to one meetings to support you in your A
Level choices.

* Meet and greet with specific sixth formers who enjoy and study your
chosen subjects



