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Our Curriculums 

Teaching and learning at CSS is built on an ambitious, broad curriculum that aims to unlock the potential of every young person. 
Curriculum content is pitched high and sequenced to ensure that students build knowledge and skills over time and are continually 
exposed to concepts and knowledge that challenge them to aim for brilliance. Key concepts are identified in each subject and thread 
through the curriculum to ensure students regularly revisit and master these ‘golden threads’.  All curriculums look to develop literacy 
with exposure to challenging texts and explicit teaching of tier 2 and 3 words. Our curriculums also make explicit links to careers and 
the wider world to ensure students see the relevance of the content to their context locally, nationally and beyond. 

     

Our Model 

 

 

 
 

OUR CURRICLUM PLANNING 

What & Why? Coherence Progression 

• What will students know? 

• What will students be able to do? 

• Careful selection of WHAT is taught and 
WHY it is included at each phase 

• An on-going process of revisions, 
curriculum is a live document which 
requires constant review 

• Learning Journeys used to show 
progression throughout the phases and 
designed to be shared with all 

• Building connections within areas of 
learning 

• A joined up curriculum which identifies 
links both within subjects and the wider 
school including literacy, numeracy, 
reading, vocabulary, careers and 
employability skills 

• Key concepts encountered repeatedly in 
meaningful contexts 

• Explicit teaching and revisiting tier 2 & 3 
vocabulary 

• Highlighting links between different 
areas of study 

• Learning building in challenge over 
time 

• Starting points considered 

• Balance of new knowledge and ideas 
considering cognitive load 

• Learning checks regularly identifying 
any gaps or misconceptions 

• Measurable outcomes for students 

Spaced Learning Focussed Attention Review & refine 
• Sequenced curriculum to allow for 

revisiting previous learning 

• Allowing time to practice and re-practice 
skills acquired 

• Balance between challenge and 
accessibility 

• Ensuring learning is equitable for all 
learners 

• Being explicit about what is new and 
what is already known considering 
cognitive load 

• Balancing broad new ideas with the 
detail and understanding required for 
mastering challenging concepts 

• Balancing new knowledge with pupils 
lived experiences 

• Applying existing skills and knowledge 
to new concepts confidently 

• Identifying big picture links within 
subject and beyond 

• Considering cultural capital and 
entitlement for all learners 

• Adapting to the needs of the cohort 

• Value driven curriculum planning and 
consideration of future progression e.g. 
career links  

• Revisiting the curriculum at key points 
throughout each academic year 

• Reviewing the impact of planning and 
sequencing regularly and being able to 
make changes when needed 

• Maintaining breadth of opportunity for 
all 

• Keeping the school values at the heart 
of the curriculum design 

 


