
 
 

  Frequently Asked Questions  

Why does Pupil Premium funding exist?  

The Government created the Pupil Premium to reduce unfair differences in education.  

• Schools receive extra money.  

• This money helps close the progress gap between children from low-income families and 

other pupils.  

• Around 1 in 4 children in England are eligible.  

 

Which children benefit from the Pupil Premium?  

The Pupil Premium supports:  

• Children from low-income families  

• Children registered for free school meals  

• Children in both mainstream and non-mainstream education  

• Children who have been looked after for more than 6 months  

 

What is the Government trying to achieve?  

The aim is to improve life chances for disadvantaged children. The funding helps schools to:  

• Provide extra, targeted support  

• Raise achievement and exam results  

• Help pupils reach their full potential 

• Improve access to further education, university, and jobs  

 

How does the Government define “disadvantaged”?  

A child is considered disadvantaged if they qualify for free school meals.  

 

Who receives the Pupil Premium funding?  

• Mainstream schools receive the money directly for eligible students 

• Local authorities receive the money for:  



 
 

➢ Looked-after children  

➢ Children in non-mainstream settings  

Schools and local authorities decide how best to use the funding.  

 

How much funding does each school receive?  

This year, schools receive:  

• £1,515 for each pupil registered for free school meals  

• £2,630 for each looked-after child  

This is based on:  

• January school census data  

• Pupils in Reception to Year 11  

• Looked-after children records  

 

Where does the money come from?  

The money comes directly from the Government. It is extra funding, not taken from the 

school’s normal budget.  

 

Can schools spend the money however they want?  

Schools can choose how to spend the funding, but they are accountable.  

They must:  

• Show how the money supports financially disadvantaged pupils  

• Report pupil progress in performance tables  

• Publish online information about how the money is used  

This helps parents understand how the funding benefits students.  

There is no entitlement to Pupil Premium funding for individual students. Funding can be 

directed to where there is a need. 

 

Do families have to take free school meals if they register?  

No. Funding is based on registration, not whether meals are taken.  



 
 

However: 

 • Free school meals provide a healthy daily lunch  

• They support better health, behaviour, and focus in class  

• Schools encourage families to both register and use the meals  

 

What about children of armed forces families?  

Extra funding is available for these children.  

• This applies if a parent is serving now or served in the last 5 years  

• The funding is £350 per student  

 

What role do local authorities play?  

Local authorities:  

• Pass funding to schools  

• Manage funding for looked-after children  

• Support children not in mainstream education  

They use the funding based on each child’s Personal Education Plan (PEP).  

 

Why is free school meal eligibility used?  

Free school meal eligibility is the best available measure of disadvantage.  

• It is recorded and updated every year  

• There is a strong link between eligibility and lower achievement  

• At every stage, eligible students achieve academically lower, on average. This makes it a 

reliable way to identify students who need extra support.  

 

How can I apply for free school meals?  

You will need to apply by contacting your Local Authority.  

South Glos LIFE | School meals 

Please see our school website for additional information. 

https://life.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=yp4evwg7Duw#apply

