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Key Dates: S
August: Headteacher’s Message

14th ‘A’ Level results What a fantastically exciting and varied summer term we’ve had! Every week has been

CEVRSELRIHEIIM enriched by some sort of extra opportunity that has encouraged students to step out of

die (G cele e their comfort zones, embrace challenges, develop their sense of self and explore a wide
Y . .

9:00-10:30am range of experiences beyond the classroom. Throughout it all, our students have

consistently demonstrated our core values of Aspiration, Responsibility, Respect and

Integrity and I've received so many positive comments from external visitors and the

September: places we've visited regarding how impressive our young people are.

Our students have been involved in numerous field trips and visits, musical
performances, a drama production, reward events like our Senate awards evenings or
1st  INSET DAY — school Sports_ _ Personaljty evenings, sports day, work experience, .Duke of Edinburgh
— expeditions, providing tours for Year 5 students and of course Enrichment Week! All of
which have been huge successes, and you can read more about these later in the
newsletter. This vast array of activities takes a huge amount of organisation and
planning and wouldn’t be possible without our hugely dedicated team of teachers,
ISR ER SN teaching assistants and support staff and | am hugely grateful for all their work in making
Year groups this term such a success.

1st Start of Term 1

2nd  Welcome back—
Year 7 ONLY

9th Individual school

ohotographs Speaking of staff, this time of year is always a time when we say goodbye to colleagues.

Whilst we have no teachers moving on, we do have a number of support staff who |
10th Y12 Parent Info would like to acknowledge. Firstly, Ms McGrath has been a TA with us for 7 years and
Evening has provided support and care for countless students over her time here. Ms McGrath
Open Evening |bs rr:oving on to a new role in a specialist provision academy and we wish her all the
est.
Y11 Aim Higher
Evening We also say goodbye to a number of colleagues who joined as short term supply but
have stayed much longer. Ms Maclaren has provided support in our DT department
SCILLLUEEC over the past few terms. We are hugely grateful for her hard work. Secondly, Eddie,
LEITEHEEES who has been with us as a temporary TA for over a year now. Eddie has been a
fantastic member of the TA team and we wish them the very best for the future.
October: Mr Kelly our site manager has been working at Chipping Sodbury School for 4 years.
During this time, Mr Kelly has been at the heart of many of the improvements we’ve
Careers Fair seen to the site as well as ensuring the school remains safe and well looked after.
Y7 Meet the Tutor Mr K_eIIy moves on to a new challenge at Rednock School and we wish him all the best
Evening in this move.

LECEEEERIEE And a final farewell goes to Richard Blacker the Chief Operating Officer for the Athelstan
el ST ER Trust who retires at the end of the summer. Prior to taking a central trust role,
Wear Red Day Mr Blacker spent 20 years working here at Chipping Sodbury School and has continued
(SRERC) to be closely involved with the school since then. His wealth of experience and close
relationship with this school will be missed and we wish him all the best for this next
End of Term 1 chapter in his life.

... continued
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Of course, this term is also about looking forward to next year and a key part of that has been welcoming
our new Year 7 cohort and their families into the Chipping Sodbury School Community. As part of this, our
existing students threw themselves into supporting our new students, really demonstrating to our incoming
cohort the kindness, respect and responsibility that Chipping Sodbury students embody. It made me
immensely proud to see our older students being such positive role models and | know they will continue to
ensure our new students feel supported and valued.

This leaves me with one final thing to add (before you peruse the rest of the newsletter) and that's a huge
thank you to you as parents and carers. Stepping into headship of this fantastic school has been made all
the more positive an experience by your engagement. We know that young people thrive in education
when school, student and families work with one another and | have greatly enjoyed meeting you, whether
that’s in whole school events, in meetings or simply in passing in corridors/the street. Your support of your
child and of the school is commendable.

I wish you and your families a fantastic summer break and look forward to seeing you all again in
September and working with you as we continue to aim for brilliance in all we do.

Rob Skipp
Headteacher

Key Messages

Thank you to all parents and carers for their support in making sure our students are on time to school
every day, looking smart and equipped with what they need. We had a big push with students bringing
basic equipment consisting of a pen, pencil and ruler, and the engagement from everyone was
outstanding. Every morning during line up the Pastoral Progress Leads and tutors are competing to see
which year group is the most organised!

Below are reminders of what we expect with regards to attendance, uniform and equipment in September:

Attendance

* At Chig’)&ping Sodbury School every student has a government target of at
least 96% attendance

* We understand that some students have medical needs (or circumstances
outside of their control) and, therefore, their attendance may be lower.
Support will be put in place

* If you are worried about anything, please speak to your tutor or anyone in
the Safeguarding Team. We are here to help!

* You are at risk of not attending a school trip or visit if you have less than
94% attendance. Exceptions will be made for those with medical needs
(evidence will be required)

* Lateness to school and lessons will result in detentions to make up the time

* House Points, certificates, letters home, vouchers and sweet treats will be
given to those with excellent or improved attendance! ©

“On time, all day, every day!”

... continued
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Uniform

» Skirts, shorts and trousers must be black and have
the school crest on them

* Leggings are not allowed

* The school V-necked jumper with CSS crest is
compulsory in terms 1 -3

* Shoes must be plain black, flat heeled and durable.
No canvas shoes are allowed

* Jewellery is limited to one wristwatch and one
stud earring per ear - nose studs are not allowed

* Natural hair colour only

* Acrylic, gel and other false nails or extensions are
not allowed

* PE clothing must only be worn in PE lessons (bring
in a spare bag to change into)

Equipment

Students should have the following equipment for
school:

* pens (blue or black) x2 + calculator fx-83GT plus
« green pen (suitable to GCSE)

« pencil * pair of compasses

* eraser * protractor /
* highlighter pen 7

* pencil sharpener

« 30cm ruler * clear water bottle

The following additional items are also very useful to bring:

* glue stick .
* safety scissors E

* colouring pencils

If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals or you are in need of financial support, please contact the
school via enquiries@chippingsodburyschool.com. Students are entitled to a free set of equipment in a
pencil case, as well as the five branded items of uniform (trousers/skirt, jumper, tie, PE top and PE socks).

GCSE ®&L evel Results Day Arrangement s:

‘A’ Level Results Day:  Thursday, 14™ August — 8:30—10:00am
GCSE Results Day: Thursday, 21°' August — 9:00-10:30am

Exam certificates are sent to the school around the beginning of November. These wi | | be
collecti o'dNdoweonmb ex7 fr omRe kb e p 5§ Wehaneadquired to keep certificates only
for a year and after this time they may be destroyed. You may need your certificates in the future for your
job or apprenticeship so make sure you collect them.
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Faculty Focus — Humanities Department

Follow us on

Humaniti es—@rGe&Sgopul ar than ever! Instagram (O]
@Humanities_CSS$

New tol®&R8R2ECSE Sociology

Karl Marx? Emile Durkheim? Max Weber? Mr Pellow?! Names that SOCIOIOgy

r 5. i3y,
may ring a bell ... and all those names have one thing in common, Einedu$|ity§ fizes S
they would all be classed as students of sociology - even if they - fechnology 24 Eégtm?g
wouldn’t have known it. As ‘sociologists’ they watched how people B %%%SE'QEEFQ&U{:E'EE@
behave, how members of society interact and the processes in I 2= ‘gender

place.

Studying GCSE sociology offers students a valuable opportunity to explore the complexities of human
behaviour and societal structures. This subject encourages critical thinking and analytical skills, enabling
learners to understand the dynamics of social relationships, cultural norms, and institutional influences. By
examining various social issues, students gain insights into the factors that shape individual and group
identities, fostering a deeper awareness of the world around them. Additionally, the knowledge acquired
through sociology can be beneficial for a range of future career paths, including social work, education,
and public policy, making it a relevant and impactful choice for young scholars. Feminism, Marxism,
Functionalism, Interactionalism ... which one best suits you? Find out by studying GCSE Sociology! For
more information talk to Mr Pellow!

Travel andcodoousiesmeturning for Year 10 in

Studying travel and tourism offers valuable insights into a
dynamic and ever-evolving industry that significantly impacts
global economies and cultures. It equips individuals with
essential skills in management, marketing, and customer service,
preparing them for diverse career opportunities.

Furthermore, understanding the complexities of travel and
tourism fosters a greater appreciation for cultural diversity and
environmental sustainability, enabling professionals to contribute
positively to the sector's growth while addressing contemporary
challenges. For more information talk to Mrs Melvin in H5.

New course at Cotswold Edge Silge=talogg)' "[e]l»
" o ~— EDGE SIXTH
AdbLevel Politics

New to Cotswold Edge Sixth Form, we are delighted to be able to run
A-level Politics at our Chipping Sodbury campus! Studying A-level
Politics offers students a comprehensive understanding of political
systems, ideologies, and the dynamics of power that shape societies.
It equips learners with critical analytical skills, enabling them to
evaluate current events and historical contexts effectively. Engaging
with political theories and real-world applications fosters informed
citizenship and encourages active participation in democratic
processes. Furthermore, this subject lays a strong foundation for GOVERNMENT )
various career paths, including law, journalism, and public policy,
making it a valuable choice for those interested in influencing the
future. With modules studying USA and UK politics, never has the
course been more relevant or important! For more information,
please speak to Mrs Melvin or Mr Delacruz.

ntative

Confedenation U ||

Group g

Protecting

Politics

£ Totalitarianism

... continued
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AbLevel Geography

e

Chipping Sodbury School. This subject equips learners with critical f‘;,
analytical skills, enabling them to assess geographical issues such as ..
climate change, urbanisation, and resource management. |
Furthermore, it encourages a global mindset, encouraging students to
consider the implications of geographical phenomena on a local and
international scale. By engaging with real-world challenges, A-level
Geography prepares students for a variety of career paths, including
environmental science, urban planning, and international relations. For
more information, please speak to Mr Atkinson or Miss Wilks.

From September 2025 we will also be dellverlng A-level Geography at m“

Fieldwork fun in Lyme Regi s!

Our Year 10 Geographers had a grand day out at the seaside
completing their fieldwork! Students visited a managed and
un-managed beach in Lyme Regis, where they explored the coastal
environment, coastal protection and its geological features.

This hands-on experience allowed them to apply their theoretical
-— knowledge in a real-world setting, enhancing their understanding of
= geographical concepts and processes. Through observation and data

= collection, they gained valuable insights into the dynamics of coastal
ecosystems and the impact of human activity on these areas!
Thankfully the weather just about played ball and we didn’t get too wet
and the sun just about came out which meant we also had time for
N some cheeky fish and chips on the beach!

Follow us on
Instagram @
@Humanities_CSS

Year 7 Humanities @ Chipping
Sodbury School

Geography History Religious Studies
In year'7 Geography ||, year 7 History In year 7 RE student's
student's study: student's study: study:
* Map Skills «  Skills & Migration + Introduction to World
* Rivers + Norman Conquest Religions )
* Population + Life in the Middle Ages |* Philosophy- how did the
+ Urbanisation . fr:m:esl g ‘J’:’J‘::!:::g'"?
+ Coasts * ludortngian ’ al
«  Democracy and reform. |* Ethics- how do | know
* Weather right from wrong?
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Student Achievements

House Points Celebrations

As we near the end of term it has been especially brilliant to be able to celebrate with the students who
have gained incredible numbers of House Points over the academic year. The Pastoral Progress Leads
and other staff have had the pleasure of handing out certificates and special ‘treats’ to these people, who
have gained their points through working hard in lessons, contributing positively to the school community,
demonstrating our core values of Respect/Integrity/Aspiration/Responsibility, or for just doing something
else amazing! With so many students gaining certificates (over 500!) we can’t list their names here but
well done to everybody who has achieved any of the following special certificates:

Certificat/eNumber of House HOlumberNeéds&dudent s
Headteacher Award 700+ 4

Platinum 600+ 26

Gold 500+ 80

Silver 400+ 153

Bronze 250+ 239

Overall we have awarded over a quarter of a million House Points this year, and next year, of course,
hope to give even morel!!ll Well done again to all involved.

The Senate Awards Evening

Our Senate showed considerable leadership and responsibility by helping organise and host this years
Senate Awards Evening. They spoke with great enthusiasm about their school life at Chipping Sodbury
School and their role as student leaders. The Senate have a central role in the school, they help drive
forward student voice, taking concerns and ideas for improvement to the Senior Team and also encourage
other students in their House to contribute to House events to reinforce a strong community bond and to
inspire others to put themselves forward when leadership opportunities arise.

... continued
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The Senate Awards Evening was a really joyous event, with staff getting to share the wonderful reasons
why students had been nominated for either a Subject or House Award. The whole evening was about
recognising those students who have shown real commitment to our school values of aspiration,
responsibility, integrity and respect.

Eva B and Charlie K also treated guests to an outstanding performance of The Last Night of the World.
Everyone in the audience was blown away by their remarkable voices.

Year 11 Exam Season and End of Term Cel ebrati

We have waved goodbye to our Year 11’s and we wish them well as they move on to new pastures. | was
incredibly impressed by their maturity, dedication, and aspiration. This applies to their approach to study
support, revision and their conduct during the exams. | am very much Iooklng forward to the smiling faces
on results day as students are rewarded for their efforts. Results day is Thursday 21" August and
students can collect their results from the Drama Hall from 9am. Looking forward to seeing you there!

Attention then turned to the fun stuffl Year 11 leavers day was a great day. The sun was shining, and the
students were smiling! We had everything from giant bananas to characters from Just Dance videos, to
just about everything in between. Leavers assembly was the perfect mix of awards, silliness, celebration
and reminiscing. It was so nice for me to see how many students wanted to personally thank staff for the
support they had given. It was then time for shirt signing and ice cream eating before students were sent
on their way to make their plans for Prom.

. .A 20 strong motorbike escort, sports cars, old army jeeps, limo and in the
‘ ,.«; | back of a transit. Just some of the ways that Year 11 arrived for Prom.
hot dogs, photo booths, and more dancing! Students reaIIy enjoyed their
" evening and were just focused on having fun with their friends. As
- | always seems to happen with Chipping Sodbury School, students were
complimented on fantastic behaviour and manners, security staff
commenting that they hadn’t seen a dance floor quite like ours before!
Which I'm taking as a compliment! Links to photos will follow soon.

.. continued
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a very proud Head of Year!

T

RS S i kIS y T

A

Good luck in all that you do next, Year 11.
Much love,

Mr Hallett
Pastoral Progress Lead Year 11

Sports Personality 2025

Tuesday 15" July was our annual Sports Personality
Evening where we celebrated the outstanding
achievement of students across Years 7-11 in a range of ;
sporting disciplines. We were also honoured to have |}
Oli Kohn as our guest speaker for the evening. Oli was
an international rugby player for Wales, premiership sl
rugby winner as well as a local business owner. e

Our Year Group Sports Per s

Year 7 G@ger | s:

Year 7 OBcary s :

Year 8 Saphia | s:

Year 8 SBoys:

Year 9 Sydney | s:

Year 9 CBalig s :

Year 10Jaghine | s :

Year 10BeBoys:

Year 11Eviei r | s:

Ot her award winners:

House Awards:
Av o-AEva,

Fr o mdack,

S e v e—Lily

Tr y-nAmy

... continued
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Girls Representing schoo
Y e a r CaSsie, Anabelle, Blaike, Jamie, Florence &
Theia.

Y e a r MaBie, Bella, Chloe, Charlotte, Chloe & Aba.
Y e a r EliZa,:Faye, Bea, Maisy & Katelyn.

Y e ar Lucy Lily, Amelia, Eva & Molly.

Y e ar Pipph,:Zoe & Emily.

Boys Representing school
Y e a r Liamh,:Max & Ewan.

Y e a r Alb§, Sonny & Jude.

Y e a r Ché&rlie & Will.

Y e ar Hangy

Most i mproved p e Sdpbia, Natlies -
Lily & Erin
Most i mproved pe rLibmn FimeSam : Boys:

Team of tYear 1011¢& @ross Country Team
Service t o sMid GeorginasQi & Tom:
OQutstanding Contr i butCarsom& Gharieschool sport:
OQut standing Adabki evement :

Young Sports PerfoOlive&Benof the Year:

Sports Persofbith ity 2025:

Student Leadership

Year 5 Tour s

We had a hugely successful run of Year 5 tours in the last week of June where we welcomed nearly 200
families to look around our school. Parents were hugely impressed by how our students acted as tour
guides and their enthusiasm for the school shone through. | have already thanked everyone but again,
thank you to all those who gave up their time to be involved (staff too of course!).

A reminder to all, we give prospective families multiple opportunities to view the school in a range of
different settings. Still to come we have the Open Evening on Thursday 18" September and also Open
Mornings which will run on different days through Term 1 so that parents can see the school in action.

House Updates

Empl oyability Awards

Each year we ask all our teachers to nominate students in Year 10 and 11 for a Certificate of
Employability. Staff essentially ask themselves the question, “If | was an employer, would | want this
young person to come and work for me?”

Students can be nominated for any number of subjects where they demonstrate 21 Century
employability skills, including:

... continued
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Alongside their week of work experience in June, 112 students in Year 10 received ipping Sodbury
certificates, and we are teaching students how to use them to inform their applications | certificate of Employability
and interviews for becoming Senior Students and Sports Leaders. e

99 students in Year 11 were awarded certificates for one or more subjects, and were
presented with these in their blue Personal Profile folder (along with other awards and
certificates that they have accumulated both in and out of school) at the ‘Moving On
Assembly’, ready for building on for future UCAS personal statements, college and job
applications.

w §
e ©
continued ...
team work creativity communication listening skills
research skills memory cultural awareness written expression
curiosity flexibility resourcefulness reading
resilience initiative open mindedness selfawareness
L]

vl

Joi nt House EER NCIi | s

Our last Joint House Councils Meeting of the year took place in the library on Wednesday 2™ July. We
have been very impressed with the way that our Councillors have developed their leadership and
communication skills through taking on different roles (see below) for group discussions, and in this
meeting, our main agenda item was the selection of the charities that students want to support next year.
It was a joy to see the quality of debate as we discussed the work of four different charities who work
internationally for children living in challenging and sometimes terrible circumstances:

Co-Ordinator

sKeep everyone involved, make sure you stick to the task

Charter

*Take notes and write down decisions

Save the Children

+ A5k yseful questions to ensure that ideas are workable

Creators

«Come up with useful ideas, keep the team positive

[
[
(Gariters
[
[

Communicator

SR M L S e —

RELIEF I WaterAid

il

*Talks to other groups and reports back

After further research and exchanges of views, the Councils voted for the following actions:

All four Houses will support Ox f a—mmext year's House Councils will have the task of devising
events that they will run in support of the incredible work that O x f admto make a world where
everybody can eat, dr i nk, earn and | earn

We will also continue to support Children in Need in November and Show Racism the Red Card in
October;

We will explore the possibility of having more non-uniform days, but recognise this may not be
feasible, particularly as it would mean asking for larger financial contributions from families.
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Maths Faculty Update

Spar x Mat hs

Sparx Maths have awarded their annual “Star Pupil” awards to the following students:

Well done to Grace D-L, Sophia L, Jack D, Jamie M and Daria H from all at Sparx Maths.

Our Top-20 Sparx Leaders for the academic year, correct as of 7" July are:

Name Tutor  Total XP Name Tutor  Total XP
Sophia | L| 8AV1 40,220 Jasper |C| 10SV1 30,218
Grace |D| 7AV1 38,476 Metra |A| 9FR1 29,356

Jack D 9FR1 36,878 Nathan [O| 7SV1 27,889
Chloe P 8SV1 35,536 Martin |V 7FR1 27,748
Finley |S 8TR1 34,481 Reuben |P 75V1 27,428
Jamie |M| 10TR1 34,397 Henry |P| 7FR1 26,948
Conor |D| 7AV2 33,899 Erin G| 9AvV1 26,340
Ethan |S 8SVv2 31,352 Sofia S| 10TR2 26,292

Dhanwin | S 8SV1 30,884 Max B| 8AVl1 25,985
Ellen S 9TR1 30,630 Frank |D| 7AV2 25,644
Junior Maths Chall Part 2

In the last newsletter we reported that our Year 7 and 8 students had performed brilliantly in the Junior
Maths Challenge with one of our best ever set of results as a school. Certificates were handed out earlier
in Term 6. Recently Harry S took part in the follow-on round which he had qualified for and scored a
bronze certificate in the Kangaroo paper. We rarely get students achieving a certificate on this paper and
is a huge achievement. Congratulations Harry!

... continued
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Here is one of the questions he had to answer:

Kirsten wrote numbers in five of the ten circles arranged around a pentagon, as
shown in the diagram. She wants to write a number in each of the remaining
five circles so that the sums of the three numbers along each side of the
pentagon are equal.

Which number should she write in the circle marked X?

A B 8 C 11 D 13 E 15

Revi sion Resource

We often get asked how is the best way to revise maths. The best answer is “to practice lots of maths”.
Aside from Sparx Maths, another really useful website for this is Maths Genie which has almost every
topic (with videos and exam questions including answers) as well as lots of past papers with worked and
video solutions. Note we follow the EdExcel papers for maths at CSS.

Welcome to Maths Genie

Learn maths for free.

GCSE Revision
Video tutorials, practice exam style questions and answers.

Edexcel GCSE Papers
Edexcel GCSE past papers with model solutions and video
explanations.

Science Faculty Update

Sparx Science

This term the top student from each year group has been awarded Sparx Science pin badges to
recognise their effort and achievement in completing the highest number of questions during their
homework and revision activities on Sparx. These pin badges (alongside several house points) went to:
Year 7: Grace D-L

Year 8: Chloe P

Year 9: Erin G

Year 10: Beatrice C

Year 11: James S

Bronze Award Biology Challenge Winners were:

Jay R, Ellen S, Hannish M and Charlie S.

This means they were the top 15% in the country.

Well done from the whole of the Science Faculty.
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Sixth Form Update

Year 13 looked amazing at their Prom which was held at Tortworth Court. They had a fantastic time
celebrating the end of their time as Sixth Form students.

“
f x }‘I m

5 IULF.' 2

——

,}' A w& ey

i

We had a wonderful evening celebratlng with our Year 13 students at their farewell and drinks reception
with their parents on Wednesday 25" June. Huge congratulations to all of our award winners. Subject
awards were presented to:

Photography — Max R and Owen W
Film Studies — Louis W

Sociology Akira B

History — Philip B

Applied Science — Sophie B
Biology — Ella B

English Language — Evie F
Geography - Isabelle H

Child Development — Charlotte H
Mathematics, Physics and Product Design — Jemma H
Art & Design — Summer H

Health & Social Care — Amelia R
Chemistry — Holly S

Psychology — Lily S

Fashion & Textiles — Milly W
English Literature - Charlie W
Religious studies — Dylan W
Moving Image — Owen W

.. continued
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We really do appreci

=

Respect

The Townlands Charity sponsor the Contribution to School Life Award which was awarded to Summer H
and Academic Achievement Award was presented to Jemma H. Chipping Sodbury Rotary sponsor the
Endeavour Award which was presented to Daniel C.

ate the sponsorship from each of these organisations.

COTSWOLD 1

EDGE SIXTH ©2/0 Perre Gt
201F Ryon Buck;

2011 Bty farehy

. &
COTSWo Y s
OGE SIoHyR

Sy ~

.

Integrity Aspiration

2006 Laon B
iﬂ/?oym, "
2018 Holly Parker

2019 Jake Wiltshire

... continued
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Being Head of Sixth Form is a real privilege and each year being able to see the students leave school
having secured fantastic apprenticeships and university places is such a rewarding experience. | do wish
every one of our Sixth Form students success in their next steps, and | look forward to seeing you again
on Thursday 14" August, 8.30am — 10.00am for your results.

Year 12 are busy preparing themselves for their final year and have started their UCAS applications and
personal statements. To help with this, students attended a workshop delivered by UWE guiding them
through the process and offering tips and advice on how to write their personal statements. Just a
reminder, if your son/daughter is planning on applying for Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary the
applications have to be completed and sent by 16" October.

Well done to all our Year 12 students who have secured work experience this term. The experience you
have had will make a real impact on your next steps and add a wealth of information to your CV'’s, future
job applications and personal statements. Work experience can be in person or virtual, if students are
looking to enhance their CV, Springpod is a good place to look, Gain Virtual Work Experience. Earn certif-
icates - 100% free! | Springpod

We held our Year 11 into 12 induction and it was great to meet our new students. Students had the
opportunity to visit Cotswold Edge campuses, meet their subject teachers and collect their GetAhead
tasks to be completed for September. If you were unable to make it, you can find these on the Cotswold
Edge Sixth Form website, Cotswold Edge Sixth Form - GetAhead Tasks

Sixth Form enrolment will take place on GCSE results day, remember to see Mr Milburn or Mr Pellow to
confirm your place and subject choices.

Year 12 were awesome in competing against staff at Sports Day in the relay race. Well done on
continuing the legacy of Sixth Form winning this race with our mascotBL AHA J .

I would like to wish all the Sixth Form students a great summer holiday.

Gill Hilleard
Head of Sixth Form
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Alumni

It is always lovely to hear from former Sixth Form students. Our
alumni student this month is Tom Melling.

After completing my studies at CSS, | pursued a degree in Sport
& Exercise Science at Cardiff Metropolitan University, specialising
in biomechanics. Upon graduation, | began an internship at
Speedworks Training, a renowned sprint training company. Four
years later, | am still with Speedworks, where | have played a key
role in developing a sophisticated sprint profiling system that
enables us to analyse sprint techniques from athletes around the
globe. My tenure here has allowed me to collaborate with elite
teams worldwide and share my expertise through presentations
at various workshops.

If you would like to join our Alumni network, please contact
Enquiries@chippingsodburyschool.com.

Sport Updates

It is with great pleasure that we announce Chipping Sodbury School as |oyeraLL

the overall South Gloucestershire Athletics Champions 2025!!!! If we are Abbevwood 1371

not mistaken, this is the first time the school has won the overall Y

competition since 1989. This is an incredible achievement and is in no|Bradley Stoke 792

doubt attributable to the students’ hard work and dedication to training [Brimsham Green 1303

this past term - their commitment is fantastic. We are welcoming over 50 |castle 382

Ztr?fents to athletics clubs weekly, when some schools are not getting Chipping Sodbury 1453

- Downend 834

In terms of year groups, our Year 7 boys came first; Year 7 girls came |Hanham 1300

second, so Year 7 were the overall winners for their year group. The |john cabot 652

Year 10 boys’ and girls’ teams came second respectively. This meant Kings Oak 283

that the Year 10’s were the overall winners of their age group too. As a g -

school, we finished 82 points ahead of our nearest rival. Mangotsfield 762
Marlwood 749
Patchway 438
SBL 731
Winterbourne 922
Yate 1160

A huge number of students were
1 there on the day. They behaved
impeccably, and performed with
‘real determination. Massive
“»' congratulations to all those
tudents involved and a big
thank you to the amazing PE
' Faculty who have coached with
= such wonderful support and
I inspiration.
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Enrichment & Extra Curricular Updates
Music Facul ty

Chipping Sodury Festival Concert

This summer’s Festival Concert was an opportunity to showcase the huge variety of musical experiences

our students enjoy at school. From Gluck’s ClassicalDance of t he ®iselsflute,doDDmi r i t
Days ar yFl@eneerand the Machine sung in 3-part harmony by our school choir, there really was
something for everyone. It was wonderful to see the range of soloists, from Year 7 students taking a

brave step in front of an audience for the first time, to seasoned performers in our Sixth Form,
demonstrating their accomplishments after years of playing.

In addition to our school choir and soul band, we heard performances from several student-led bands who
have formed from groups of friends who come together in the Music Faculty to practise at lunchtimes and
after school. The high standard of musicianship they achieved through their own commitment and
dedication was very impressive and | am sure that everyone left the concert feeling uplifted.

Raysfield Primary School Musi c Wor kshop

Our Year 10 GCSE music students prepared and delivered a performance-led workshop to the Year 4, 5
and 6 students at Raysfield Primary School as part of their school’s Music Day. As well as performing
pieces in solos and ensembles to the children, our students also led them in a warm-up song and
answered some of the children’s questions about their musical journeys. | am sure this will have been
inspiring for the children, and it was also a great opportunity for our students to demonstrate their
leadership skills.

Year 6 I nduction Assembly Performance

A special thank you goes to the three student bands from Year 9 and Year 10 who performed for the Year
6 Induction Assembly. Afterwards, one of the Year 6 pupils was overheard saying, ‘I can’t believe how
talented they are. I'm going to be like that when I'm older’. What a great attitude to have as they start
their CSS journey.

Graded Music Exams

Congratulations to the following students who have recently passed their music exams:

Poppy T Grade 5 singing with distinction
Eva B Grade 5 singing with distinction
Seb B Grade 5 flute

Dan F Grade 4 singing

Emily B Grade 3 singing with distinction
Sophie P Grade 3 singing with distinction
Nancy P Grade 3 singing with distinction
Harper L Grade 3 singing with distinction
Theia G Grade 3 singing with merit
Haroon T Grade 3 trumpet

Lucy B Grade 3 flute

Finley G Grade 1 drums with distinction
George B Grade 1 drums with merit
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Being-—fRed&brld Premiere for Centre Stage

We are Centre Stage, CSS’s KS3 theatre company and we recently performed our new playBe i n g,
to an audience of family, friends and teachers. We have devised performances for school concerts
before but this has been our first go at writing a play. We had loads of different ideas but eventually
chose to focus on issues around screen time, social media use and the growth of Al and VR. Our plot
centred on some students who become trapped in a VR game brought into their school by a tech
billionaire by the name of Yvonne Musk. ; o . - -

As an experiment, we decided to use Al to help us §
structure the plot and this worked pretty well, although
it did suggest some pretty elaborate special effects
that we didn’t quite have the budget for — sadly the
Drama Faculty doesn’t currently have its own green
screen! It wasn’t great at jokes either, so through
rehearsals we added some comedic moments to the
script. It might seem ironic to use Al for a project
about the risks of the digital world but we didn’t want
to give the message that all tech is bad; in lots of ways
it can enhance our creativity and we wanted to
celebrate that too.

We ordered props, customised some goggles kindly lent to us by the Science Department to use as VR
headsets and we used A LOT of tin foil to make some large mirrors for use in one key scene. Our
backstage crew also helped to make props and we all brought in costumes to help bring our characters to
life.

On the day of the show, we were off timetable for technical and dress rehearsals and this was when the
play really started to come together. Maisie had worked incredibly hard on a lighting plan that added real
drama to the piece. Despite the warm weather, we kept our focus and all that effort paid off when we
performed that evening. Every actor gave 100% and we were brilliantly supported by our backstage and
lighting team. Mr Skipp congratulated us on an entertaining and thought-provoking piece of theatre and it
felt all the more special because we had made it ourselves.

Sports Day

We were blessed this year with wall-to-wall sunshine for our Sports Day which contributed to an amazing
day for both staff and students. All students rotated around the various events on offer which enabled
them to all contribute points for their respective houses. Students competed in their tutor groups and
there was a great sense of pride and loyalty to their houses as they tried to accumulate as many points as
possible. The day ended with the whole school on the top field watching the much-anticipated student
and staff relay events. Overall winners of the event were Avon with these points carrying forward to next
year’'s house competition which stands them in good stead for next year’s competition. Well done to Avon
and all staff involved for all of their efforts on the day.
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House Football Competition

The House Cup for the 2025-2026 year has kicked off with an exciting House Football competition. The
tournament started with a bang with the boys’ Year 7 & 8 category as self-proclaimed favourites Trym fell
at the first hurdle when they were ruthlessly dispatched by an impressive Avon team. Ewan was the
match winner scoring an excellent free kick to send his team through to the final. Ethan then starred for
Frome in their match with Severn as he helped his team come from 2-0 down to level it up late on. He
then cooly dispatched his penalty in the shootout to set up a final with Avon.

In the Year 7 & 8 girls’ competition, Frome eased into the final with a strong performance against Trym. It
must be noted that the Trym players gave their all and stayed competitive despite only having three
players. In the other match, Avon were too good for Severn and will now have their chance to go for glory
in the upcoming final.

The Year 9 & 10 girls’ tournament went straight to a final as neither Avon nor Severn could raise teams.
However, the final did not disappoint in intensity as both Frome and Trym showed great energy and intent
to try and get the win for their house. Sommer was the hero as her solo effort took Trym to a hard-fought
1-0 victory.

There was another upset in the Year 9 & 10 boys’ semi-finals as Frome were humbled by a
well-organised Avon team. Meanwhile in the other semifinal Trym ran out comfortable victors in a 3-1 win
over Severn.

Enrichment Week Trips

gain experiences outside of school through a wide variety of trips. so= SIS

These are amazing opportunities that allow students to develop their

Yet again Enrichment Week provided a whole host of opportunities to e

students and staff in a different setting.

Wednesday provided the opportunity for Year 7 to visit Legoland and
enjoy the attractions on offer, whilst Years 8 and 9 enjoyed surfing at
the Wave and canoeing down the River Wye (a great opportunity to
cool off in the sunny weather).

Thursday was jam-packed with activities, with Year 9 thrill seekers
enjoying a trip to Thorpe Park. Years 7 and 8 had a wide range of
activities available with more students taking the chance to go surfing

and some adventurous students going climbing and bouldering at the ===
Arc Climbing wall. Other students chose a more relaxed day with a
trip to Planet Ice or Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm.

{8l seekers to go to Thorpe Park. Meanwhile Year 7 and 9
students again got the opportunity to go surfing at the
#® \Wave, whilst others tested their strength and skills at
Ninja Warrior, trying to beat the wall! Other students
chose to test themselves mentally on a trip to Locked
in a Room in Bristol, navigating various tasks to try and
i escape before their time ran out.

Throughout the week all the students represented the
school amazingly well and faced any challenges with
gusto and amazing attitudes. Also, a big thank you to
all the staff involved in running the trips and those who
helped out too. What an enriching week!
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Enri chmentoGove ko &1l

Last month, our students took part in a vibrant and action-packed Enrichment Week with the exciting
theme “Go Global.” From hands-on creative projects to team-based challenges, every activity gave
students the opportunity to explore global cultures, sustainability, and problem-solving through an
international lens.

Here’s a glimpse into the global adventures that took place across the three days:

Ready, Steady... Bread! " &

Students discovered just how important
and versatile bread is across the world.
After learning about different types of bread
in various cultures, they rolled up their
sleeves to make Australian Damper—a
traditional bush bread made around the
campfire. It was a delicious way to connect
with global traditions!

Upcycle: From Waste to Wonder ~ &»

Inspired by the hustle and bustle of global street
markets, students turned single-use packaging —
like crisp packets and milk cartons — into
inventive new products. From pencil cases to
planters, this activity combined creativity with a
message of sustainability.

Brilliant Baskets %

Students got hands-on with the traditional skill of
weaving, using colourful card to create beautiful
baskets. This craft is shared by cultures around the
globe, and students loved seeing how patience and
precision could produce something both practical and
artistic.

Around the World e

Taking a journey from Bristol to London, Paris,
Washington, and finally Sydney — without leaving the
science corridor! Students designed a unique craft to
"travel" these scaled-down distances. It was a great
mix of engineering, geography, and imagination,
bringing global travel to life in our own school hallways.

... continued
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continued ...

Taskmaster &

Based on the popular TV show, students worked in teams to
complete quirky challenges hidden around the school grounds.
Collaboration, lateral thinking, and a good sense of humour were key
as they raced to finish each task.

L — The Trade Game &

R T ——

| | theprice oftimberiowe ¢ | B e
!' Crr R - . B J A crash course in international economics! Each
BUBECr o Rypomspeink = | group represented a country and made strategic
& a2 oS UL ; : decisions about where to invest their resources.
‘ ' Some saw their wealth grow, others... not so
much! It was an exciting way to learn about global

trade, risk, and reward.

Enrichment Week 2025 was a huge success — thank you to all staff and students for bringing such
energy, creativity, and enthusiasm. We truly did Go G .0. vithdut even needing a passport!

Health & Wellbeing

At the end of term an assembly on how to stay safe over the summer was shared by Designated
Safeguarding Lead, Mrs Howe. Below is a summary of the key messages:

1. Stay safe near water:

a WATER SAFETY

When Summer hits it can be tempting to look for the nearest place to cool off.
Here are our top tips if you plan on going for a paddle:

T o,
%! L 5
O = '
LOOK OUT IT'S COLDER DON'T GO I’'S STRONGER
FOR LIFEGUARDS THAN IT LOOKS TOO FAR THANITLOOKs  BRING AFRIEND

o

PR rOYAL
www.rlss.org.uk (R Uresavms

If you are struggling in water either due to cold water shock or a strong current the message is 'Float to
Live'".
... continued
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continued ...

O steps to float

1. If you fall into water, fight your instinct to swim until

cold water shock passes
2. Lean back, extend your arms and legs

3 If you need to, gently move them around to help you
float

4. Float unul you can control your breathing

5. Only then, call for help or swim to safety

2 Stay safe when active:

" ALWAYS wear protection - helmet, knee pads, shin pads, gum shields etc!

3. Stay safe onlin~-

The advice is that parents/carers should [ Talk to your parents ]
have met every contact in their child's

mobile phone.

Use a nickname D R Vs N
ol S .
Please remember av*Tas \: Oor":m«upinml
to be kind and considerate. If you 29 tla=yor I § o g
wouldn't want your parents to read ,.[3 o )
it, don't write it! Don't give out your o - >
If you are being harassed online in any S — A\ s“r:t:'.?::::'m"'
way over the summer please report it, messaging
either to an adult you trust, police or . .
contact: Don't send your photo
to anyone Don't open

CEOP - www.ceop.police.uk sttachments from
Childline — 0800 1111 BV P e
4. Stay safe near rail ways:

Railways have electrified tracks of over 25,000 volts, and it is always switched on. You are at risk of death
if you are even close to the overhead lines or tracks! Read all warning signs and keep a safe distance
away.

... continued
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Electric rail Level crossing Overhead line equipment

5. Stay connected:

If you are feeling lonely, or you are worried about something or someone you can reach out to:

i www.childline.org.uk Childline — 0800 1111
www.kooth.com
1 Shout - text 85258 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week)

Be active

5 Top Tips To Boost Your Ment al Heal t h During

1. KEEP SOCI AL C &shadidlface @NaBe. Schedule times to meet up with friends,
have phone calls. This can help reduce feeling lonely, stressed and isolated.

2. STAY - Steyiny &ctive is as good for the brain as it is for the body. Regular exercise can
improve sleep, relieve stress and have a major impact on our mental and emotional health. Joe Wicks
has lots of great workouts for all ages and abilities; free on You tube. “You never regret a workout!”

... continued
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continued ...

3. PRI ORI T} &ditingSehdudh Bleep is crucial for overall health, impacting physical, mental
and cognitive functions. Maintaining good sleep health involves consistent sleep schedules in a relaxing
sleep environment.

4 . A B AL AN € Hdalthybeatld habits have positive impact on our mental health. A balanced
diet rich in essential nutrients can improve mood, reduce conditions such as depression and anxiety and
enhance cognitive function.

5. FI ND ENJOYAB L-Eengag€ in Ihabbiés lartd Sactivities that bring joy and a sense of
accomplishment. Perhaps learn a new skill, could be learning to skip or how to crochet.

You ar e n-d&orsupdorbwite mental health over the holidays, please click on this link for a range
of servicesldhildren and Young people mental health flyer.

Hol i day Activities & Food Progr amme

The school Holiday Activities and Food Programme offer a range of activities and healthy food over 4
weeks of the summer holidays to children aged between 5 to 16 and are in receipt of benefits-related
Free School Meals.

Please use the link attached to book a space for your child South Glos LIFE | School holiday activities
and food programme.

e \@
[T with you|  PLATE?,

Our Holiday Activities and Food

(HAF) clubs offer fully-funded

places for children aged 5-16
. who receive benefits-related

free school meals.

... continued
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continued ...
Free Days Out in Bristol & Bat h&

Click on the links below to find a list of day trips in the local area. Visits can
include a walk along Clifton Suspension Bridge or a picnic in a local park.
Bristol Museum on Park Street is also free to attend and a cracking day out
looking at lots of history.

South Glos LIFE | Family days out in South Gloucestershire / Free Days Out
in Bristol and Bath for Families (60+ ideas!) - Bristol Family Blog

The Grand Appeal have launched the new “Gromit Unleashed 3” trail. You
can look forward to a summer of sculpture spotting fun with 53 to find over
Bristol and surrounding areas.

Social Media

Follow us on social media for school updates and photographs of trips and events.

Chipping Sodbury School

@ CSS.SCH
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