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Headteacher’s Message

December Welcome to Term 2’s Newsletter. As always, we aim to provide you with information on
all the amazing things that have been happening in school over the past 7 weeks. We
hope that this information facilitates those conversations at home that will encourage our
young people to embrace every opportunity and challenge and continue to aspire for
brilliance in all they do.

19th  Mufti Day

19th  End of Term 2

| say we ‘aim to’, as to include everything that's happened this term would result in a
newsletter so long, we’'d all still be reading it in the new year! This term has seen
students (and indeed staff) engaging in a wide range of co-curricular enrichment. From
January: a hugely entertaining limbo competition to the annual staff versus students handball
match (read on for the result), our staff have worked hard to ensure that life at Chipping
Sodbury School stretches far beyond lessons and it's been great to see so many

s IEErey students getting involved.

Sth Start of Term 3 . . . L .
Our commitment to enrichment has also seen a number of trips and visits this term. Our

IR RN e Sixth Form had a great day out in London and a group of students in KS3 and 4 hopped
begin across the channel to do a bit of Christmas shopping in Lille’s beautiful, bustling

15th Y8 Parents’ Christmas market.

Evening As | write this, our dedicated creative arts teachers are working hard with a number of

Y9 Knife Crime students on last minute preparations for our Christmas Concert at St John’s Church. |
Workshop know that everyone who is able to come along is in for a real treat!

Y8 HPV

P All of these experiences would not be possible without the dedication of our fantastic

staff body and | would like to thank them all for all their work this term. Of course, our
WINLLIEGRCSIN students are also crucially important in creating and sustaining the culture of our school
Evening and | have remained incredibly impressed by all our student leaders as they’ve taken on
this responsibility. In particular, | had the joy of meeting with our Senate to discuss how
we can work together to make the school as brilliant as it can be. It’s also been amazing
to see so many of our Year 10 students stepping into the role of Anti-Bullying
February: Ambassadors as they build on the great work started last year to instil our value of
respect in every aspect of the school.

4th Y8 Maths

- Amongst all this excitement, we have continued to push our students to be aspirational
allenge (DA)

and to be the best they can be in all their lessons. In this term’s newsletter we have a
IAEIEIEITUIEY spotlight on our Art and Photography Department where we are showcasing the
Oppitets L creativity and technical ability of our students. | am always blown away by the quality of
Mufti Day the works produced and even lucky enough to be able to get some of my favourites on
display in my office, | hope you enjoy seeing this fantastic work. We also have some key
) G S & information from our Maths Department about the approach to homework and how
S ol T students are being supported in maximising their progress, including when revising.

Y11 mock exams ... continued
begin
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continued ...

On the topic of revision, our Year 11s have completed their mock exams this term and we want to say a
huge well done to them all for their approach to these. Mock exams are incredibly important in showing
students areas for further improvement. Students have spent time meeting with members of the Senior
Team to ensure they are clear on how to build on their success and tackle any identified areas.

Next term becomes incredibly important for our Year 9 students as we ask them to identify the subjects
they would like to continue with in Year 10. Students have already started exploring this through the
Careers Fair in Term 1 and taster sessions in Term 2 and in Term 3 we increase the focus on this. We
hope that all parents and carers of Year 9 students will be able to make the Options Evening on Thursday
5" February 2026 and thank you all for engaging in these important conversations with your children.

It has been an absolute pleasure to work with you all over this term and | sincerely hope that you all have a
wonderful break over this festive season. We look forward to seeing you all in 2026!

Rob Skipp
Headteacher

Key Messages

Year 9 Options Update

Next term we are delighted to be starting the formal Year 9 option process which supports students in
beginning to consider what GCSEs they might choose to study from Year 10. This term students have had
'taster' lessons in any new subjects not offered in Key Stage 3 to experience what a typical lesson might be
like and explore the course content and style of assessment. Individual conversations will be held with
students who may benefit from an adapted curriculum offer to support their learning needs. Tutors,
teachers, PPLs and Senior Leaders will all be available to help guide students in choosing a broad and
balanced choice of option subjects that best suits their aspirations, needs and strengths.

Key questions students can begin to think about include:

Which subjects do | enjoy?

Which subjects do | make good progress in?

How is the subject assessed? e.g. 100% examination v part examination and part coursework/project
based

Which subjects might support my career aspirations?

Which subjects do my teachers champion me to opt for?!

Below is an overview of the timeline for the options process including important dates to make a note of:

Term 1: Thursday 5th February 2026
Year 9 students attended the Careers Fair. Year 9 Options Parents’ Evening
Options Form opens
Term 2:
Year 9 students participated in taster lessons in Monday 23rd February
all 'new' subject areas. Options Form deadline
Term 3: Term 6:
Wednesday 7th January 2026 Students receive confirmation of subject choices

Year 9 Options Assembly
Options booklet shared
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Contact Details

Have you changed your phone number or email address? Is your email inbox full and messages aren't
getting through?! We are finding it difficult to reach some parents/carers and in the event of an emergency
this is critical. Please email enquiries@chippingsodburyschool.com with updated contact details. If
you are the only named contact the school has been provided with, the telephone number of an additional
family member/friend would be really useful. Thank you.

Donations of football boots/astro trainers

Any donations of spare plastic studded football boots or astro trainers to be used on the astro at
lunchtimes would be much appreciated. Thank you.

"5 The Athelstan Trust

Your child’s school is one of ten schools that form The Athelstan Trust. Together, we share expertise,
resources, and a commitment to delivering the very best education. Behind the scenes, a dedicated team
of Trustees and Governors — all volunteers — work tirelessly to ensure our schools are well-run and
ready to embrace both challenges and opportunities.

We’'re looking for new voices to join us. Could that be you?

We need individuals to support our Trustee Resources Committee, and we're especially keen to hear from
those with financial management experience or an accountancy qualification. You dont need a
background in education — just a desire to make a real difference. By sharing your skills, you’ll help
shape the future of thousands of young people across our Trust. Meetings take place approximately 5
times a year and you will be required to undertake an enhanced DBS check.

For an initial chat or to find out more, please contact Kate Bashford, Governance Professional on
admin@theathelstantrust.org.

2E e

Attendance Update

==y Zhy 5 Al
T dry 5%

[ A

This term we continue to be impressed with students showing outstanding resilience to attend school and
make the most of every lesson, every day. An annoying cold, rain galore or a warm, snuggly bed that
looks inviting - nothing will stop them from missing out on the fun of a day in school! Every week we award
the tutor group and House with the highest average attendance - it changes every week so the competition
between Heads of Houses is high! PPLs have held Christmas themed raffles in assemblies for those with
97-100% attendance to date. Amazon vouchers have been up for grabs as well as chocolates for those
who got special mentions from teachers for always going above and beyond in lessons. Next term
celebration letters will go home again to parents/carers to recognise students who achieved 93% or more
in Term 2 and House Points will be awarded.

Last week Mrs Howe got to celebrate with students who were awarded the new attendance 'Resilience
Award' for improved attendance or great effort attending school despite significant challenges. They all
received a £40 voucher for their family to go the cinema over the holidays.

Well done to the following students:

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Sixth form
Lexi

Kander Ella

Azura Frank Benny Faith Poppy Martha
Lachlan

... continued
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FAVOURITES
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Rakuten T ‘Pickss

Retallers subject fo change

In addition, we continue to email certificates home every week for students who have achieved 4, 5, 6, 7
and even 8 weeks in a row with no absence. Can they beat their record from the previous term?!

Mrs JHowe  Deputy Head )

Our Attendance Legends for Term 1 who achieved 100% were:

Holly 7AV1 |Cassie 8AV1 |Liam 9AV1 Ruby 10AV1 |[Eva 11AV1
Tom 7AV1 |Harry 8AV1 Max 9AV1 Erin 10AV1 Ella 11AV1
River 7AV1 |Ewan 8AV1 |Harry 9AV1 |Brandon 10AV1 |Lola 11AV1
James  7AV1 |Jack 8AV1 |Jude 9AV1 |Dylan 10AV1 |[Korey 11AVA1
Harrison 7AV1 |Florence 8AV1 |Sophia 9AV1 |William 10AV1 |[Zachary 11AVA1
Dylan 7AV1 |Grace 8AV1 |Matthew 9AV1 |Katie 10AV1 [Ellie 11AV1
Cassie  7AV1 |Olivia 8AV1 [Chloe 9AV1 [Faye 10AV1 Jacob  11AV1
Travis 7AV1 [Theia 8AV1 |Oscar 9AV1 |Ralphie 10FR1 |Thomas 11AV1
Faith 7AV1 [Finnley 8AV1 |Rosie 9AV1 |Jack 10FR1 |Layton 11AV1
Sonny  7AV1 |Samuel 8AV1 |Bella 9AV1 |Nevaeh 10FR1 Ben 11AV1

... continued
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7AV1  |Riley 8AV1 |Haroon 9AV1 |Eddie 10FR1  |Jack 11AVA1
7AV1  |Matthew 8AV1 |Neave 9AV1 |Adele 10FR1  |Joshua 11AVA1
7AV1 Lance 8AV2 |Cooper 9AV1 |Jacob 10FR1  [Samuel 11AV1
7AV1  |Millie-May 8AV2 |Zainah 9FR1 |Beatrice 10FR1 |Lucy 11FRA1
7AV1 |Eva 8AV2 |Aaliyha 9FR1 |George  10FR1 |Eva 11FRA1
7AV1  |Max 8AV2 |Charlie 9FR1 |Zac 10FR1  |Katie 11FRA1
7AV1  |Daniel 8AV2  [Erin 9FR1  |Olivia 10FR1 |Zach 11FRA1
7FR1  |Frank 8AV2 |Noah 9FR1  |Trinity 10FR1 |[Jasmine 11FR1
7FR1  |Conor 8AV2 |Alfie 9FR1  |Heidi 10FR2  [Lily 11FRA1
7FR1  |Zara 8AV2 |George 9FR1 |Evie 10FR2 |Josh 11FR1
7FR1  |Teddy 8AV2 |Lilia 9FR1 |Joseph 10FR2 |Clarice 11FR1
7FR1  |Ben 8AV2 |Jacob 9FR1 |Ethan 10FR2 |Corey 11FR1
Millie-Rose 7FR1  |Katie 8AV2 |Shauna 9FR1 |Tobias 10FR2 |Alfie 11FRA1
Betty 7FR1  |Ben 8AV2 |Leah 9FR1 |Jed 10FR2 |Sam 11FR1
Dexter 7FR1  |Lucy 8FR1  |Nancy 9FR1 |Oscar 10FR2 |Sam 11FR1
Henry 7FR1  |Adelaide 8FR1 |Riley 9FR1  |Natalie 10SV1 |Elaya 1181
Ruby 7FR1  |Henry 8FR1  |Lucca 9FR1 |George  10SV1 |Livvy 1181
Millie 7FR1  |Carla 8FR1 |Lola 9FR1  |Luie 10SV1  |Amelie 1181
Albie 7FR1  |Anna 8FR1  [Finley 9FR1 |Ella 10SV1  |Amelia 1181
Zach 7FR1  |Lily 8FR1  |Evie 9SV1  [Tyler 10SV1 |Owen 1181
Esmae 7FR1  |Charlie 8FR1  |Alby 9SV1 |Charlie 10SV1 |Riley 1181
Charlie 7FR1  |Mason 8SV1 |Maisie 9SV1 |Isaac 10SV1 (Stanley 11SV1
Billy 7FR2 [Sienna 8SV1 [Samuel 9SV1 |Will 10TR1  |[Emily 11TR1
Xander 7FR2  |Jamie 8SV1  |Tyler 9SV1 |Daniel 10TR1 |Sam 11TR1
Owen 7FR2  |Tommy 8SV1 |Charles 9SV1 |Logan 10TR1 |Carson 11TR1
Luke 7FR2  |Valian 8TR1  |Erin 9SV1 |Caleb 10TR1  |Amelle 11TR1
Ava-Rose 7FR2  |Harley 8TR1 |Toby 9SV1 |Eliza 10TR1  |Molly 11TRA1
Sebastian  7FR2  |Harvey 8TR1 |Charlie 9SV1 |Jacob 10TR1  Maisy 11TR1
Ellis 7FR2  |Ava 8TR1 |Chloe 9SV1 [Tia 10TR1  |Jamie 11TR1
Liv 7FR2  |Alfie 8TR1 |Freddie 9SV1 |Jacob 10TR1 |Laila 11TR1
Max 7FR2  |Chloe 8TR1 |Dhanwin 9SV1 |Jay 10TR1 [Lathan 11TRA1
Sammy 7FR2  |Seren 8TR1 |Flo 9SV2 |Darcy 10TR1 |Ash 11TR1
Yaroslava  7FR2 |Luke 8TR1  |Mylie 9SV2 |Aaron 10TR1  [Lily 11TR2
James 7FR2  |Evelyn Base |Audra 9SV2 |Liam 10TR1 |George 11TR2
Imogen 7SV1  |Carter Base |[Sophie 9SV2 |Brody Base Fin 11TR2
Oscar 7SV1 Nazar 9SVv2 Jess 11TR2
Rosa 7SV1 Ethan 9SV2 Charlie 11TR2
Teddy 7SV1 Isla-Rose 9SV2 Amy 11TR2
Nia 7SV1 Jessica 9TR1 Lacey 11TR2
Isabelle 7SV1 Max 9TR1 Belle 11TR2
Sophia 7SV1 Erin 9TR1
Isabelle 7SV1 Paige 9TR1
Ginyahtoo  7TR1 Maisie 9TRA1
Winter 7TR1
Lottie 7TR1
Kyra 7TR1
Jack 7TR1
Alex 7TR1
Robyn 7TR1
Toby 7TR1
River 7TR1
Samuel 7TR1
Jordan Base
Stanley Base
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Curriculum & Learning

Teaching and Learning

Over the past two terms we have focused on Questioning and Feedback. Lessons at Chipping Sodbury
are always framed around ‘Big Questions’ and this term we have looked to ensure students are challenged
with ‘fertile’ questions that encourage hard thinking. We ask students to not just remember facts but look to
apply them. The aim is to get students confident with being asked questions that they might not
immediately have the answers to. We aren’t expecting students to answer difficult questions on the spot,
but encouraging them to explore these questions with their peers to form understanding over time.

“.... the greatest invention since
the birth of mankind is the question.”

Questioning is at the heart of how we learn. We learn, not just by being asked questions, but developing
the skills to ask questions ourselves and so we have also looked to encourage students to develop their
confidence in asking questions. One way we have done this is by exploring the use of Question Matrices
aimed at moving our language from low order thinking, “What are the causes of the first world war?” to
higher order questions like “Why was .... an important factor in the start of the first world war?”

We continue this work in school and challenge you as parents and carers to do the same at home. Next

time, instead of asking ‘what have you been learning in...?’ follow it up with a question like ‘Why was that
important?’ or ‘How could that work for this question?’

The Question Matrix

Lower

Would  Will Might

19MOT7

What

Where/
when

Which

Who

Why
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hugely talented students.
KS3 Art

Year 7: Drawing Basics - Jungles

practice Blending For the multi-color gradation exercises below, use only RED, YELLOW and BLUE pencils.
Yo may use the basic or burnished overlay technique for this. The goal is to blend the color transitions as
smoothly a5 possible to make each new color. For easier blending. start with the lightest color first

[Pore Yeliow " Yellow-Green

Aply the peacil crayon techniques to the shapes below, wsing any colcers you ke

See the board for definitions and examples

['sHabING:

;)IEECY‘.ON!AVL MARKS:
Pencil Crayon
Techniques

Respect

Integrity

Valelig=lile]g

Faculty Focus—Art & Photography Department

Below is a wonderful selection of some of the outstanding art and photography work completed by our

FINAL PIECE DATE:

@ How can we create a final piece inspired by Henrl Rousseau?
v

... continued
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continued ...
Year 8: Mexican Art—Paper Collage

... continued
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continued ...

Year 9: Impressionist Landscapes

... continued
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continued ...

KS4 Art

Year 10: Natural Mechanical Project

... continued

[NeNelelgN]elll[a%

INeNeldas Integrity aSyelig=lilelg|




KS4 Photography

Year 10: Light and Shadow Project

... continued
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continued ...

KS5 Photography

Year 12: Macro Photography

. 4
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Maths Faculty Update

Sparx Maths & Year 11 Hot Topic Homework

1. Sparx Maths

Our students have completed almost 4,000 hours’ worth of work on Sparx this academic year already so
far which includes over 170,000 questions answered correctly. Homework continues to be set every
Wednesday, due in the following Tuesday and Sparx can also be used to revise for assessments
including GCSE exams.

Our homework rewards are:

3 house points = 100%, 30+ minutes and some/all of the optional tasks completed

2 house points = 100%, 30+ minutes completed

1 house point = 75%+, or improvements shown on previous weeks’ work

Our homework consequences are:

C1 awarded if no homework completed without a valid reason
C2 awarded for every subsequent non-completion with a lunchtime detention on the Wednesday

Our Top-20 Sparx Leaders to date are:

Name Tutor | Total XP Name Tutor  Total XP
Henry P 8FR1 17,911 Ellen S 10TR1 10,562
Grace D 8AV1 12,590 Conor D 8AV2 10,258
Jamie M 11TR1 12,482 Brian D 8AV2 10,241
Chloe P 9sVi1 12,453 Erin G 10AVl1 10,174
Holson S 75V1 12,350 Adelaide H 8FR1 10,152
Jacob L 10TR1 12,323 Ethan S 9sVv2 9,826

Sophia L 9AV1 11,993 Zach W 7FR1 9,609
Jasper C 11SV1 11,459 Max B 9AV1 9,536
Finley W  9FR1 11,305 Alana C 7FR1 9,205
Finley S 9TR1 11,268 Sam R  8AV2 9,107

2. Year 11 Hot Topic Homework

Year 11 students receive a “hot topic” homework sheet every Thursday, due in the following Thursday.
We have compiled a list of all the topics that appear the most frequent in GCSE maths exams and then
each week, the students are given a particular one to focus on. On the front of the sheet, students are
encouraged to watch Maths Genie videos, use revision guides or other suitable resources to create
revision notes. On the reverse, they then use these notes to answer a series of exam questions on this
topic

Lots of students have bought into this revision homework task and below is an excellent example of what
can be accomplished with a positive attitude towards revision:

... continued
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continued ...
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Student Achievements

A Fantastic Start for Year 7 — Reflections from the Pastoral Progress Lead

As we come to the end of Term 2, | could not be more proud of the exceptional start our Year 7 students
have made to their secondary school journey. Transitioning to a new school is a big step, yet this year
group has embraced every challenge with enthusiasm, maturity, and a real appetite for learning.

One of the most exciting aspects of this term has been seeing students work towards earning badges
linked to our school values. For every 50 positive points achieved in a value, students are awarded a
badge, and the response has been phenomenal. Over 100 students have earned their Aspiration badge,
demonstrating their determination to aim high and apply themselves fully. We also have 12 students who
have already achieved their Responsibility badge, reflecting their strong commitment to making positive
choices and supporting our wider community.

The release of our first set of Progress Reviews has only reinforced how impressed | am. A huge majority
of the year group received reports highlighting that they are developing a good attitude to learning,
characterised by:

An aspirational approach to their studies

Focused concentration and thoughtful classroom contributions that strengthen understanding
Independence in acting on feedback

A consistent ability to think for themselves and build their own ideas

I am especially proud of those students who have already moved into the excellent attitude category.
These young people consistently demonstrate aspirational behaviour and act as role models to others,
showing exceptional focus and ambitious contributions that inspire their peers. They take initiative when
responding to feedback and often display innovative thinking and sophisticated oracy skills. Their effort
and commitment shine through daily.

... continued

Respect Integrity Aspiration Responsibility



continued ...

Tutor time has also played a key role in our learning culture this term. Year 7 have been engaging in
guided reading sessions using Wolf by Gillian Cross - a gripping thriller that follows Cassy, a young girl
suddenly uprooted from her familiar life and drawn into a dangerous mystery involving her estranged
father. Students have been exploring hidden meanings within the text, making thoughtful predictions, and
developing deeper comprehension skills. These sessions are an important part of our drive to strengthen
literacy across the year group. Low literacy remains one of the biggest barriers to student progress, and
by dedicating time each day to reading and discussion, we are committed to levelling the playing field for
all students in Year 7.

r Alongside their academic successes, our tutor groups have also been embracing
their creative side. Last term, they took on the challenge of decorating their tutor
room doors with Halloween displays - and the results were outstanding. Every
group put in a tremendous effort, but special congratulations go to 7SV1, who
won with their incredible mixed-media design featuring the Fires of Hades,
ghouls, ghosts, and an array of spooky cobwebbed creatures.

This term, the theme has shifted to Winter Wonderland, and tutor groups are
already busy decking their doors (and more!) with festive, frosty creations. Keen
to impress, some groups have really stepped up a gear - here are a few
examples:

Well done for all your efforts, Year 7. | know you enjoyed making them;
working together to produce your displays over the past couple of weeks.
Whilst | think you've all made a great effort, | do have to pick a winner. This
term is goes to 7AV1 for their fantastic Ginger Bread Inspired Door. Behold:

A big congratulations to our 61 students who have achieved 100% attendance,
even with all the bugs going around at the moment! £10 Amazon vouchers are
on their way to Sam W, Isabelle W, and Lincoln P. Well done!

Year 7, you have set a fantastic standard for the rest of the year. Keep aiming
high, supporting one another, and showing the school community exactly what
you are capable of. | am truly proud of each and every one of you.

Mr White
Year 7 Pastoral Progress Lead
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Student Leadership

Year 10 Anti-Bullying Ambassadors

We are incredibly proud of 33 Year 10 students who have stepped up as Anti-Bullying Ambassadors this
term. Their commitment to creating a safe, supportive, and inclusive environment for everyone at
Chipping Sodbury School is truly inspiring. Through training and teamwork, they are leading the way in
promoting kindness, respect, and understanding across our school community. They have also come up
with some fantastic ideas to make a real impact. These include anti-bullying posters to raise awareness,
surveys for students, worry boxes and duties around the school so that they are visible for younger
students. All of these ideas are currently underway, and we are excited to see the outcome of these
interventions during Term 3. Thank you to each ambassador for making a real difference — your creativity
and dedication helps ensure that every student feels valued and heard.

Ms Ellis
House Updates

Li mbo Com @Et!lt!l@n

FoIIowmg on from last term’s Tug-of-War and the Inter-House Netball, the next big : ]
event in the House Competitions calendar was our first ever Limbo competition, held at = ———uo - __
lunchtimes every day in the week beginning Monday 24™ November. 3 =

Just under 25% of students in Years 7- 11 took part in their year group competition,
revealing some previously unseen talents! We even had some of the Tutors taking
part — Mr Chilcott and Miss Wilks were especially impressive alongside their Year 8
groups!

Severn

Points were allocated each time that each student successfully ‘limboed’ under the bar, as it went lower
and lower each round. As always, it was a real pleasure to see students enjoying themselves and getting
involved... if you weren’t there for this one, you definitely missed out!

Thank you to our Year 11 Sports Leaders Lily, Eva and Lucy for helping out each day.

Bcren Handball Tournament

Our annual Children in Need Staff v. Students Handball Tournament saw the Staff retain their record of
being undefeated since our first charity tournament in 2019... obviously this is of little importance relative
to the fund-raising for such as worthwhile cause, but the staff always like to rub it in!

Year7 0-2 | Staff
Year8 | 2-4 | Staff
Year11| 2-3 | Staff

Please ensure that any
outstanding £1 contributions
for non-uniform day are paid
this term
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w8 Christmas at CSS

Thank you to everyone for contributing to our non-uniform day in support of
e Everybody Everybody Everybody Everybody
OXEAM eat drink earn learn

We hope our students enjoyed their Christmas
Celebration Assemblies with live music from the
staff band, including vocals from the incredible
Miss Blowers!

o

The results for our Inter-House Christmas Quiz will be announced after the newsletter has gone to
press...! Can you guess which staff have been morphed together with Artificial Intelligence to create
these images?

Sixth Form Update

A number of Year 13 students have submitted their UCAS applications, and from those who have we
have some excellent offers from universities including Bristol, UWE, University of Gloucestershire,
Reading, Cardiff, Manchester, Queen’s University Belfast, Bath, Exeter, Hartpury, Birmingham City,
Cardiff Metropolitan, Loughborough, Newcastle, Surrey, Bath Spa, University Centre Reaseheath, King’s
College London, Royal Holloway and York. Students have applied for a variety of subjects to study, for
example Business and Management, Politics and International Relations, Law with Politics and
International Relations, Physics and Theoretical Physics, Fine Art, Equine Performance and
Rehabilitation, Paramedic Science, Sport and Exercise Science, Media Communications, Canine
Behaviour and Training, and Physics and Philosophy. We are so proud of them and look forward to
hearing which universities they have selected for the Firm and Insurance choices.

The deadline for the UCAS applications is 14" January. Over the next few weeks, students who are
planning on applying will be working hard to complete their applications. Parents are able to find out
more about the application process at https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/ucas-
undergraduate-advice-parents-and-guardians. Information regarding student finance can be found at
https://www.gov.uk/support-child-or-partners-student-finance-application =~ and  https://www.ucas.com/
student-finance-england/student-finance-guidance-parents-and-partners

To support students who are applying for apprenticeships, we had a workshop from two current
apprentices from Savills, who gave an informative talk about the application process. If you would like to
find out more about apprenticeships, please look at https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship.

... continued
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continued ...
Year 13 mock exams start Monday 12" January. Please do take some time

over the holiday period to revise and remember the variety of revision
techniques you have been introduced to, for example:

The Leitner Box:

Correctly answered cards

.5
A | | |

Incorrectly answered cards

Cornell Notes: Mind maps:
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ReViSion @ ? Mark your answer
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lifemoreextraordinary.com

Year 12 and 13 students had an excellent life skills day in London on Wednesday 3rd December. They
had the opportunity to explore London and develop their independence as well as visit museums. It was
good to see students navigate their way around.

| wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

Gill Hilleard
Head of Sixth Form
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Sports Update

Netball Season 2025

As the netball season begins to draw to a close, | would like to thank
all of the students for their amazing commitment to training and the
incredible way that they have conducted themselves at all of their
fixtures. This season we reverted back to the pre-Covid netball]
league and this has enabled students to play many more &
fixtures. Eight schools, including Chipping Sodbury, have competed |
to top the league for the north side of South Gloucestershire for all
year groups. All teams have performed well, but a special mention
should go to the Year 9 and Year 11 teams who only lost one fixture
against very strong teams from Castle School. In addition to this, ou
Year 7 team, in their first season at Chipping Sodbury School, have
remained unbeaten and have topped their league and now go forward N
to face John Cabot in the playoffs to decide who is the champion of South GIoucestershlre Whatever
happens, this is an amazing feat in their first year as a team and we are very proud of all of them.

Girls’ Football

=23 The girls’ football season has also kicked off over the
, 4 past few weeks and teams are competing in 7-a-side
‘-43'/1 tournaments against schools from the north side of
%W South Gloucestershire. Our U16 team competed on
| Wednesday 4th December in very cold conditions, but
put in a fantastic set of performances which saw them
unbeaten and they now progress into the county finals
which will be played after Christmas. Congratulations to
all involved and we look forward to working with all of
8l the football teams after Christmas. We have lots of
s fixtures already scheduled for all of our year groups and
hopefully we can build on the success already achieved
8 by our amazing U16 Girls’ Football team.

Ms Winter & Ms Ellis

Rugby Season 2025

We have once again been very lucky to have such
great support from Yate Rugby Club. As a result,
numbers to training have regularly been in the 40’s,
which is fantastic for helping grow rugby in the local
community. As a result, we have been able to field
very strong sides for fixtures and tournaments. The
Year 7’s played in three tournaments this year. They
have had great commitment at training, and as a
result, have demonstrated some fantastic team
performances. Their best performance was against
Brimsham Green School in the tournament held at
Yate Rugby Club, where they ran out 25 — 5 winners.
The Year 8’s have played in two tournaments. They
have struggled for numbers this year but have a
committed core group of boys. Outstanding
performances from Ben, Oscar and Max helped make the team very competitive in all their games. The
Year 9's have a very promising team with lots of students playing for local rugby clubs. They finished
third in the South Gloucestershire tournament, beating Marlwood School in the third place play off. Well
done to all of our rugby players so far. Rugby Club and fixtures will continue after Christmas.

.. continued
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Cross Country Season 2025

This year, students participated in three cross country events; one at Bradley Stoke, one at Downend,
and the South Gloucestershire Cross Country Championships at Pomphrey Hill. As always, we have had
great commitment to training from students, which led to some outstanding individual and team
performances. Congratulations to Sammy, Ewan, Ben, Will, Jack, Ben, Grace and Tom who have been
selected to represent South Gloucestershire in the Avon School Championships, held at Kingswood
School, Bath on 17" December.

... continued
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Enrichment & Extra Curricular Updates

l\\' Lille Christmas Market and City Centre Day Trip

Friday 12th December at 00:00 hours:
73 students and 6 staff set off for France in the middle of the night!
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Well... it seemed like a good idea... why not go on a 500-mile 24-hour trip in the winter and just before
Christmas, with hardly any sleep for two nights?!

Two coaches of GCSE French scholars in Years 10 and 11 and also a good number of Key Stage 3
students took the opportunity of travelling abroad to visit the Christmas Market and shops and cafés in the

centre of Lille, France’s fourth largest city. tnued
... continue
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Our older students conducted a street interview with local shoppers or traders, asking them questions in
French about Lille and their homes, families and pets, free time and memories of school.

Everyone enjoyed some Christmas shopping, and sampling some of the delectable market food and
France’s famous café culture.

We also had time to stop at the Westfield Shopping Centre near the main Eurostar station, which gave
students the opportunity to experience something familiar (such as Primark and many other well known
shops, and the usual shopping centre format) but at the same time something completely different, as
everything is in a different language, and the currency is of course unfamiliar too.

For many students, it was their first experience of travelling abroad by coach and ferry, and the first time
for them being away from home and family for an extended period of time. We think these opportunities
are just so valuable for developing a wider perspective of the world, for seeing yourself in a different way
relative to others, and for growing in independence and confidence. We also hope that students will
develop a sense of adventure and curiosity about the world... Where will your languages take you?

Drama Faculty

Centre Stage, our Key Stage 3 company, have been working on some festive performances that will form
part of the Christmas Concert on 17th December in St John's Church. As ever we have an eclectic mix,
everything from the Christmas Lorax to a sleep-walking Santa with an appearance by the Grinch thrown
in! I'd like to thank my Y10 assistants, Jay and Darcy, for all their help and enthusiasm over these last
two terms; the Centre Stagers love working with them and it's great to see them showing those values of
responsibility and aspiration by volunteering their time and creativity.

Y11 Drama students have been working hard on their NEAs this term, alongside preparing for and sitting
their first mock exam of the year. After Christmas the focus will move to their component 3 performances.
They have been looking at a number of plays from which they will perform two extracts for a visiting
examiner some time in March. The plays vary hugely in subject matter and theme but all of them will
challenge the students' skills as actors. So. I'm hoping they can find some time to look over the lines in
between eating too much and spending their Christmas cash!

Music Faculty
Year 8 and the English National Opera

Congratulations to all our Year 8 students who have completed a project this term in collaboration with the
English National Opera. We were one of 12 secondary schools selected across the country to take part
in the competition. The English National Opera gave us a short, unfinished opera with an environmental
message and the students worked individually or in pairs to compose and record the final song. Well
done to our class winners who all received a chocolate prize. We have submitted the best pieces to the
national competition.

Daniel C Ben L Ben S
Samuel J Reuben P Romeo M
Theo T Sasha N

Jake W Katie P

Ewan B Leon J

Christmas Concert

By the time this newsletter is published, we will have performed our annual Christmas concert in St John's
Church. Involving 40 students from Choir, Band, Centre Stage and a range of small ensembles and
individual soloists, this is a real celebration of music and drama across the school. Well done to everyone
who took part - you are a credit to yourselves and the school.

... continued
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Alliance Orchestra

Thank you to all the instrumentalists who helped to run the Alliance Orchestra in collaboration with our
feeder primary schools. We spent a day rehearsing Christmas-themed music with the visiting children
and performed a short concert at the end of the day to parents. This is a great opportunity to experience

ensemble playing in a supportive environment for anyone learning an instrument and a chance for our
students to develop their leadership skills while helping the younger children.

Instrumental Lessons

A reminder that instrumental fees are due for next term. If you would like to start learning an instrument in
January, please get in touch with Mrs Boulton.

Term 3 Co-Curricular Clubs
Below is the Co-Curricular Clubs timetable for Term 3. This can also be found on the school website:

https://www.chippingsodburyschool.com/Extra-Curricular-Activities-Timetable/

& Co-Curricular Clubs: Term 3
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Homework Club: Every lunchtime in C3

Health & Wellbeing

Supporting the Health and Wellbeing of Our Students

Lugo Gl [Hi]

Fookball {atne -
all g & ¥r 7 in

sparts hall

AEATH &)

WELSEING

The School Nursing Team provide a specialist nursing service for children and young people, supporting

both physical and emotional wellbeing.
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School Nurse Drop-In Service

Our nursing team are available every Tuesday lunchtime in the Wellbeing Room, offering a friendly
and confidential drop-in service.

o No appointment necessary

o Speak directly with Brooke (or Joe and Gemma)

o Support available across a range of themes, including:
. Mental health
o Sleep
. Emotional health and wellbeing

If appropriate, your child may be signposted to a dedicated school nurse appointment for further
support.

ChatHealth Text Messaging Service

For students who may find face-to-face conversations more difficult, ChatHealth, provided by Sirona
Health Care, offers confidential support via text message.

o Available for 11-19-year-olds
o Support with mental health and other health-related concerns
o Simply text: 07312 263093

Emotional Health and Wellbeing

Having good emotional health is just as important as being physically healthy. Emotional wellbeing affects
how we think, feel and behave, and helps us feel positive about school, life and relationships with family
and friends.

Throughout childhood and adolescence, significant changes and events can affect mood and wellbeing.
These may include:

Toileting and early childhood development
Starting school

Hormonal changes

Friendship and relationship difficulties

Open conversations with children, along with seeking advice and support when needed, are essential in
maintaining good emotional health and wellbeing.

Sleep Support and Signposting

Sleep is vital for health and wellbeing, yet it is estimated that around 40% of the population experience
sleep issues.

Tips to Support Better Sleep

A light snack within the hour before bedtime may help some children
Avoid heavy meals close to bedtime as these can disrupt sleep
Consider hunger if your child wakes very early

Limit sugary foods before bed, including fruit and fruit juices

Avoid caffeine from late afternoon onwards

Caffeine can be found in tea, coffee, hot chocolate and fizzy drinks

... continued
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Helpful Sleep Resources

o www.thesleepcharity.org.uk
o www.theteensleephub.org.uk

Healthy Eating Support

A balanced diet plays a key role in supporting children’s growth, energy levels and overall wellbeing.

Useful Healthy Eating Resources

. www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/food-facts
o www.patientwebinars.co.uk/condition/fussy-eating-in-children
o www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-eatwell-guide

If you would like further information or support, please encourage your child to attend the school nurse
drop-in session or access the ChatHealth service.

Social Media

Follow us on social media for school updates and photographs of trips and events.

Chipping Sodbury School

@ CSS.SCH
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