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Welcome to our Term 4 newsletter, a snapshot of the wealth of great things that have 
happened over this term as we have aimed for brilliance in all we do.  We hope, as    
always that it proves informative and that articles within support conversations at home. 
 
I wanted to start by saying a huge thank you to all the parents and carers that responded 
to the survey in the last newsletter.  Your opinions and feedback are hugely valued and 
support us in making improvements moving forwards.  One question asked was what 
further support you would like as parents and carers and there were two key things that 
came through in a lot of responses.  
 
The first was a request for more guidance and advice on how to support with revision. 
This area has seen a lot of developments, and I wanted to highlight this page on our 
website:   Chipping Sodbury School - Year 11 Revision Support.  Here you will find a 
range of guidance including slides about our óSuper 7 Revision strategiesô, a template 
revision timetable, tips on managing exam stress and a link to our PADLET - a week by 
week breakdown of targeted revision tasks, organised by subject, in the run up to the 
exams.  It is important to stress that a lot of the information and videos on this page will 
be useful to students across all year groups, so it is really worth a browse.  For Year 10, 
as they approach their mock exams, we have been spending time in Life lessons looking 
at effective revision strategies. 
 
The second area highlighted was guidance on how to support your childôs mental health 
and wellbeing.  As a school we place huge importance in our students being happy and 
safe and if at any point you would like specific advice, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with our fantastic Student Support team via:                                                      
safeguarding@chippingsoburyschool.com.  Our newsletter will regularly include top tips 
on supporting children in a variety of areas and we also have a page on our website with 
lots of useful links: Chipping Sodbury School - Help and Advice.  In an effort to make this 
more accessible and useful for you as parents and carers, we are in the process of    
updating and improving this so please watch this space! 
 
Thank you again for taking the time to share your thoughts and we hope that the        
improvements that are being made will help in these areas. 
 
So, what can you look forward to in this newsletter?  As always, there are numerous  
examples of our students excelling.  From incredible sporting achievements - our Year 7 
netballers have truly impressed - to some awe-inspiring entries for in-house competitions 
in photography and poetry.  Iôve had the pleasure of being involved in the judging of 
these competitions and have been truly blown away by the standard of entries.  I made 
the mistake of reading the poems as I was walking down a corridor and they stopped me 
in my tracks with their level of creativity and emotional maturity which really hits hard. 
They appear later in this newsletter - youôve been forewarned! 
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Weôve also got a number of articles highlighting the great opportunities and events that students have   
engaged in beyond their traditional curriculum.  Our students have been out and about this term, whether 
itôs visiting Avon and Somerset Police headquarters or networking with peers across the county at the 
Young Carers conference. Itôs been great to hear feedback from these external providers about our       
studentsô conduct and maturity as they have proudly demonstrated our values of respect and integrity. 
 
In our House section, thereôs an update from our Heads of House about the infamous bushtucker trial at 
the end of last term and the exciting events still to come. The success of these is always dependent on the 
engagement of our students and itôs great to see how enthusiastically they get involved. I look forward to 
the next event (although I might step out of the next eating challenge!). 
 
Weôve also introduced a top 5 óSocial Media Postô section which we hope is helpful. We know that with 
busy lives, this extended format of news is not for everyone and so we are keen to promote our social   
media account where we regularly post details of key events, important reminders and celebrate our     
fantastic community. We also post links to guidance on revision etc on our social media channels so 
please do think about following if you arenôt already. 
 
Thank you as always for your continued support and engagement in the school as we work together in 
supporting your child in aiming for brilliance. We wish all our families a pleasant and restful break over 
Easter and look forward to seeing you all in Term 5. 
 
Rob Skipp 
Headteacher 
 

 
 

 

 
Congratulations go to Miss Whitwood, Ilearn Intervention Manager, 
and Mrs Arnott, Academic Mentor, who are now fully qualified 
Emotional Literacy Support Assistants! 
 
The training course they attended is run by the South         
Gloucestershire Psychology Service and consisted of six daysô 
training over a year with tasks and reflection activities   throughout.  
Mrs Howe, Deputy Headteacher, proudly attended their ELSA 
graduation ceremony in March in recognition of all their hard work. 
 
What is an ELSA? 
 
The ELSA project aims to help schools to build the capacity to meet the needs of a wide range of        
emotionally vulnerable students.  When children have emotional, social or psychological difficulties, their   
capacity to learn is affected and there is a knock-on effect on the learning of other students.  The ELSA     
project was developed to provide an additional level of attention, care and intervention that will enable  
children to feel better about themselves and their time at school. 
 
What does an ELSA do? 
 
Through their training ELSAs learn how to deliver individualised and sometimes small group programmes 
of support on aspects of emotional literacy including emotional awareness, self-esteem, anger             
management, social and friendship skills and therapeutic approaches e.g. mindfulness, Lego therapy. 
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How will an ELSA benefit Chipping Sodbury School? 
 
Research has shown that key benefits include: 
 
¶ positive changes in the wellbeing and behaviour of students with social, emotional and/or mental 

health difficulties  
¶ students are helped to build more positive relationships, both with peers and adults, leading to          

improved self-esteem and greater success in learning  
¶ reduced disruption in the classroom improves the learning environment for fellow students and     

teachers 
¶ other staff benefit from the new insights and skills that ELSAs bring to school 
¶ schools find themselves better able to understand and manage student difficulties without having to 

involve external professionals 
 
Our Student Support Team and PPLs work closely with parents and carers when there are concerns about 
a childôs emotional wellbeing and/or behaviour presentation.  It is fantastic that a referral for ELSA support 
is now another established route of support available for our students. 
 

 
 
 

 
Exam Season 
 
Term 5 sees students in Years 10-13 firmly turn their attention to examinations.  We kick off with Year 10 
mock exams at the start of next term.  To support our Year 10s with this, weôve continued to build on the 
messages delivered at the Year 10 Aim Higher Evening and explore a range of revision strategies in Life 
lessons.  We have stressed to Year 10 that the upcoming mocks are about identifying gaps in knowledge 
and not intended to be an indication of the final grade they will achieve in Year 11.  A key message of 
short, regular revision sessions has been delivered, and it would be great if this could be reiterated at 
home too. 
 
As for our Year 11 and A level students, we have been incredibly impressed by their engagement in    
preparations for their final exams. Our Year 11s have continued to attend óPower Hourô on Thursdays 
where they can engage in focused independent revision, and these sessions will continue throughout Term 
5 and once their exams commence.  Study Support sessions will be running after school throughout next 
term where students will be looking to address any areas of improvement so that they can achieve their 
very best in the final exams. 
 
We would like to wish every student the best of luck in all their exams - if they are struggling, please      
encourage them to come and speak to their tutor, PPL or a member of the Student Support team. 
 

Exams of any nature can often add pressure to students.  Below are a few top tips to minimise 
this stress - please do share these with your child at home: 
 
1. Have a clear, manageable timetable for revision so you donôt get overwhelmed 
2. Take regular breaks - 30-40 mins work followed by a 10-minute break 
3. Revise the correct things - speak to your teacher about priority areas 
4. Get enough sleep so you are ready for the exams 
5. Come to exams with the correct equipment - this is unnecessary stress! 
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Donations of football boots/astro trainers 
 
Any donations of spare plastic studded football boots or astro trainers to be used on the astro at 
lunchtimes would be much appreciated.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 

 

Looking after your childôs health 
 
As the weather slowly gets better and the days are longer and (hopefully!) warmer we would naturally   
expect that absence due to illness decreases.  However, rather unexpectedly, sickness bugs have        
persisted, so poorly students have inevitably had to have some time off school to recover.  Therefore, as 
sickness, tonsillitis, coughs and colds continue it seems timely to remind our students of the importance of 
looking after their own wellbeing and we hope you can support these conversations at home. 
 
Questions to consider are: 
 
1. How healthy is my diet?  Is it balanced?  Is my nutritional intake meeting my bodyôs needs? 
2. How much sleep do I get each night?  Is it enough? 
3. What time do I hand my phone and other electronic devices in before I go to bed?  (Our experience 

is that often students are on their screens when they say they are noté) 
4. Do I get enough exercise and fresh air?  If not, how can I add some extra steps in to my day? 
5. Do I wash my hands thoroughly and frequently enough?! 
 
How to wash your hands - NHS 
 
We know very few children wash their hands for the recommended twenty seconds, but in the  
interests of good hygiene and reducing the spread of germs we recommend buying a cheap, small 
bottle of hand sanitiser for them to bring to school.  With over 800 staff and students on site we 
will also be promoting the use of hand sanitiser and correct hand washing to avoid people,     
wherever possible, becoming unnecessarily poorly. 
 

Reporting illness 
 
If your child is too ill to attend school, parents/carers should call01454 862952 each day of  
absence or email attendance@chippingsodburyschool.com and leave the following        
information:  
 

Student's name, tutor group, nature of illness/reason for absence, caller's relationship to studentל 
 
We require a description of the symptoms they are experiencing or diagnosis ï vague comments such 
as óunwellô, ócanôt get them inô or ónot feeling rightô will be recorded as unauthorised.  
 
Please report absenceevery dayyour child is absent.  If your child is off for several days, we expect    
parents to contact their GP, if appropriate, and send a screenshot in to school of this appointment/

consultation as well as any prescribed medicationЮ 
 
Rewards and recognition 
 
On a daily basis we are impressed with students showing outstanding resilience to attend school and 
make the most of every lesson even when they donôt feel 100%.  Below is a summary of how we award 
students for coming in each and every day they possibly can. 
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¶ the House with the highest average attendance gets extra House Points as 

they compete for the coveted House Attendance Cup. 
¶ at Christmas, Easter and Summer, PPLs hold raffles in assemblies for those 

with 97-100% attendance that term.  Ã10 Amazon vouchers are up for grabs                         
¶ we award the tutor group with the highest average attendance every week a 

box of chocolates 
¶ every term we send celebration letters home to parents/carers in recognition of students who 

achieved 93% attendance or higher - House Points are also awarded under the categories 
ócommendable, ógreatô, óexcellentô and óoutstandingô.  

¶ from Term 5 we will be running a new weekly attendance raffle for the top two attendees in 
each year group from Year 7-11.  Any student who has been in for a full week has a chance of  
winning a popular óskip the lunch queueô pass or a small, sweet treat.  Look out for the winners on 
social media! 

 
And finally, three times a year we award nominated students our 'Resilience Award' 
for improved attendance and/or brilliant effort in attending school despite significant 
challenges.  The students below received a very well deserved Ã20 cinema voucher 
this term: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Literacy Update 
 
To celebrate World Book Day on 5th March, we ran a ñRead Your Wayò competition,   
encouraging students to take selfies reading what they like to read, where they like to 
read it.  The staff also joined in. This links in with intrinsic motivation, a focus for us as a 
school during this National Year of Reading.  In order to encourage students to read for 
pleasure more, we need to recognize that what they want to read might be different from 
what we want or expect them to read.  By promoting #readyourway, we are advocating 
any reading as valuable and encouraging students to explore their interests ï sport, art,  
music etc ï through reading.  Fan fiction, match reports and graphic novels are all       
legitimate texts and often these are a great way of tempting more reluctant readers to  
engage with reading for pleasure. 
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Life ð a spotlight on the ôRelationshipsô Curriculum 
 
At Chipping Sodbury School, we are committed to helping our students develop the knowledge, skills, and 
confidence to build healthy, respectful relationships ð both with others and with themselves. 
 
Our Relationships curriculum is built around four key areas. First,  
students explore Respectful Relationships, learning how to form 
positive, supportive friendships and understand the importance of 
inclusion and respecting differences.  Alongside this, our teaching on 
Online and Media Relationships helps students navigate the digital 
world safely, recognise harmful behaviours such as grooming or       
coercion, and understand how technology can influence                
relationships. 
 
As students grow older, they also engage with learning around      
Intimate and Sexual Relationships.  This includes clear,             
age-appropriate teaching on consent, the law, sexual health, and 
how to recognise and resist pressure.  In addition, our focus on 
Equality and Safety ensures students are equipped to understand 
and challenge issues such as misogyny, bullying, gender              
stereotypes, and sexual harassment. 

 
We deliver this content through a spiral 
curriculum, meaning students revisit key 
themes as they progress through the 
school, building on their understanding 
each year.  In Years 7 and 8, the focus is 
on forming positive friendships, tackling 
bullying, and understanding the role of 
technology in relationships.  In Years 9, 10, 
and 11, students explore more complex 
topics such as peer pressure in intimate 
relationships, recognising harmful online 
behaviour, and understanding the legal and 
social frameworks that shape relationships. 
 

A central theme running throughout all year groups is consent, which  
underpins every aspect of our  teaching about relationships. 
 
Importantly, we also encourage students to develop a positive            
relationship with themselves.  By promoting self-worth, self-acceptance, 
and compassion, we aim to give students the strong foundation they 
need to build healthy, respectful relationships throughout their lives. 
 
Through this comprehensive approach, we strive to support every      
student in becoming informed, confident, and respectful individuals. 
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The inscription in the forecourt of the Temple of Apollo at Delphi, translates to óñKnow Thyself.ò  We 

start Year 8 Life Learning by getting students to reflect on their own attributes and aspirations and 

importantly how a healthier self-relationship directly results in healthier connections with others.  
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How do students reflect on their learning? 
 
During Life Learning lessons, students assess their understanding at the start of each lesson and              
re-evaluate at the end.  This allows students to reflect on their learning and for teachers to monitor         
studentsô understanding of topics covered. 

 

RSHE 2026: Statutory changes 
 
From September 2026, all secondary schools in England must implement updated statutory Relationships, 
Sex, and Health Education (RSHE) guidance.  As a result, we will be updating our resources and RSE   
policy to reflect these changes.  Further information regarding these changes and consultation will be sent 
out at the start of next term.  
 

Child Exploitation and Violence Against Girls Conference 
 
A group of our Year 10 girls visited Avon 
and Somerset Police Headquarters on 
Tuesday 17th March to take part in the 
Child Exploitation and Violence Against 
Girls Conference. 
 
Throughout the day, students joined 
workshops on coercive control led by Fly 
Girl,  learned about the support available 
for victims of sexual assault from The 
Bridge, and heard from Barnardo's about 
building healthy relationships. The    
conference closed with a discussion on 
how the police can better support young 
people. 
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The girls were allowed to visit the Comms room and had the opportunity 
to witness live 999 calls, they found this incredibly interesting and     
inspiring.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 

Headteacher Awards 
 
As we reach the end of another successful term at Chipping Sodbury School, we are delighted to         
celebrate the students who have been recognised with a Headteacher Award.  These awards are        
presented termly to honour exceptional effort, achievement, and personal development across our school 
community.  The students who were awarded for these awards this term are: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 10 Photography Shutter Speed Competition Winners 
 
Congratulations to the winning students of the photography shutter speed competition. 
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Rightðjoint first place:  

Dylan L Belowðsecond place:  Jay R 

Belowðjoint first place:  Will C 



 

 
Sporting achievement 

 
We are delighted to highlight the impressive sporting achievements of one of our   
talented Year 11 students, Charlie, whose commitment and success in competitive 
fishing at county and national level have made him stand out.  Outside of school, he 
has continued to pursue his passion for angling with enthusiasm and dedication.  We 
are incredibly proud of his progress and the way he represents our school community 
beyond the classroom.  
 
 

 
 

 

House Councils 
 
Thank you to everyone for contributing to our non-uniform days in support of  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Bushtucker Trial 
 
Our House Councils are organising events around Oxfamôs four themes, and our first one this year was 
run by Frome on the theme of ñeverybody eatò. 
 
Students planned and coordinated a ñbushtucker trialò for staff:  
 
¶ On Friday 13th February at lunchtime, seven teachers were on the 

stage in the Drama Hall at lunchtime. 
¶ Students bought tickets for 50p each to watch Hannah, Toby and 

Heidi from Frome House Council feed a range of delicacies to our 
staff volunteers, including: 

¶ We had organised a sort of voting system through ParentPay, with whoever had the most money in 
their virtual money pot eating the most gruesome food items, and the lucky winner was Mrs Howe, 
with Mr Skipp in a close second place.  
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Look out for our next events in Term 4, 5 and 6 

Please ensure that contributions for Mufti Days are up to date 
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We are over half-way through the year now é but everything is still to play for in the House             
Championships, which run until Enrichment week in June before starting again for the next year. 
 
So far this year, the championships have included: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Students also earn House Points for demonstrating the school values of Aspiration, Respect,               
Responsibility and Integrity. 
 
Currently the overall standings are: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stop Press!  The ñPi-Runò relay race was set to take place on Friday 13th March in Lesson 5, but had to 
be postponed because of adverse weather conditions: 
 
¶ All students from Years 7 - 11 had planned their Tutor Group tactics for this team relay covering 

3.14 decametres 
¶ We were due to be outside on the Astro Pitch with our House mascots and cheering crowds é we 

are looking for an alternative date in Term 5 or 6! 

IƻǳǎŜ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜǎ 
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Poetry Competition 
 

Thank you to all for the thought and effort that went into our Poetry Competition on the theme of óLove 
iséô. 
 

Each Tutor Group was asked to construct a poem as a team, and it is fair to say that the Judges (Mr 
Skipp and Mrs Donnelly) were blown away with the quality and depth of thought. 
 

The winning poems from each year group are on the following pages, and the overall positions for the 
Inter-House competition are: 

The individual competitions also saw some incredibly emotional pieces of writing from students from all 
year groups.  The judges commented: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Year 7:  7AV1 Loves ... 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One very clear, 
central image but 
dealt with in a very 
powerful way. The 
ñopen handsò 
struck us especially. 
We need more re-
minders of the 
power and the fra-
gility of love. 
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    Year 8: 8AV2  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
  
 
 
 

Year 9: 9FR1  

Year 9: 9FR1  
Year 11: 11TR2 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

Sparx Maths 
 
 
Our students have completed almost 7,000 hoursô worth of work on Sparx this academic year already so 
far which includes over 330,000 questions answered correctly.  Homework continues to be set every 
Wednesday, due in the following Tuesday and Sparx can also be used to revise for assessments         
including GCSE exams. 
 
Our Top-15 Sparx Leaders to-date in each Year group are: 
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Year 10: Year 11: 

Year 8: Year 9: Year 7: 
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Year 10 Mock Revision 
 
With the Year 10 mocks straight after half term, they have been provided with revision lists linked to Sparx 
Maths independent learning codes as well as directed towards the Maths Genie website.  Students will sit 
a 1-hour non-calculator paper followed by a 1-hour calculator-allowed paper for their first maths GCSE 
mock exam.  The revision lists are on Class Charts. 

 
 
 
   

 

The Athelstan Trust is investing in a brand new website platform for all its schools and so a shiny new 
website for Chipping Sodbury School is on its way!  This will have improved functionality and a more user-
friendly layout.  In the meantime, the website is having a refresh behind the scenes so watch this space 
for new photos and content!   The priority sections are 'Help and Advice' for parents and 'Curriculum'. 

Parents and carers - we need your help ..... 

Is there a document you can't find easily on the website? 
Is there information you feel is missing? 
How could we further improve the design and content? 
 
If you have any suggestions please email them directly to jennifer.howe@chippingsodburyschool.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Year 13 students are busy preparing and revising for their summer exams with the first A level exam on 
Friday 8th May.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish students good luck with their exams.  Year 12 
are  also preparing for their mock exams which take place from 11th to 22nd May.  The mocks are an     
important benchmark for Year 12 students, and it is important that they are approached in a conscientious 
manner.   
 
It has been a busy few weeks again in the Sixth Form.  During our Wednesday morning programme, Year 
12 have undertaken mock interviews with Chipping Sodbury Rotarians helping with these. 
Thank you to everyone involved.  
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Next term, Year 12 will be starting to explore their choices about their next steps after A Levels.  We are 
attending the UCAS exhibition on Tuesday 28th April where students will be able to talk to a wealth of   
universities about their courses alongside apprenticeships.  During Term 6, Year 12 will start the process 
of applying for university and considering their options.  To support parents through this process we will 
be holding a Higher Education and Apprenticeship Evening on Thursday 14th May 5.30pm ï 6.30pm. 
 
Year 13 have started to make their firm and insurance choices for university.  The deadline date can vary 
depending on when you received all your offers.  The advice from UCAS is check your application to see 
your personal deadline.  Full details regarding deadlines can be found at How To Accept Or Decline Uni-
versity Offers & Deadlines For Your Replies 
 
Congratulations to all students who have made their decisions, applications for student finance also need 
to be completed and more information can be found at www.gov.uk/get-undergraduate-student-loan and 
https://studentfinance.campaign.gov.uk/.  
 
To help those students looking for apprenticeships, websites to look for apprenticeships are www.gov.uk/
apply-apprenticeship,  www.notgoingtouni.co.uk and www.indeed.co.uk.  
 
A gentle reminder about the importance of attendance and punctuality for Sixth Form students as set out 
in the student A to Z: 
 
Attendance and punctuality  
 
96% attendance is the minimum requirement; it is your responsibility to ensure you are marked present 
for morning and afternoon registration and all lessons.  You must register twice a day in person by law. 
This could be in a lesson or in a study period.  Your tutor will use attendance data when writing your     
reference for UCAS or apprenticeships.  It is essential you arrive on time to all lessons and registrations; 
your punctuality will be commented on in employment and UCAS references.  If you are late you must 
sign in.  
 
Absence  
 
Absence planned in advance (for university open days or interviews etc) must be approved by the Head 
of Sixth Form via a planned absence form, handed in several days in advance.  Your subject teachers 
must be informed and you must catch up with all work.  If you are absent through illness, you must phone 
the absence line and email your teachers, your tutor and the Head of Sixth Form by 9.15am.  Use the 
email address óCotswold Edge Attendanceô cotswoldedgeattendance@chippingsodburyschool.com.  
CSS: 01454 862900, Head of Sixth: Gill.Hilleard@chippingsodburyschool.com.  Driving lessons are not 
a valid reason for absence at any point. 
 
Have a good Easter holiday. 
 
Gill Hileard 
Head of Sixth Form 

 
 
 
 

Year 7 South West of England Netball Finals 
 
Our Year 7 netball team have had an amazing first year at Chipping Sodbury School.  They are South 
Gloucestershire League Champions and as a result went on to represent South Gloucestershire in the 
South West of England Netball Finals hosted by Bristol Grammar School on Tuesday 24th March where 
they would face other county winners from the local area (Bristol, BANES and North Somerset).  The girls 
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played Gordano in their semi final game, and I was privileged to 
witness their best netball of the season.  They were an absolute 
credit to themselves and the school in the way they conducted         
themselves both on and off the netball court.  They gave a great 
account of themselves but unfortunately lost 8-5 to Gordano.   
Player of the match was Eva for her consistent hard work in and 
around the shooting circle. 
 
Congratulations to Eva, Nia, Esmae, Winter, Phoebe, Emily, Lottie 
and Faith on a fantastic first season with us.  We are really excited 
to build on this fantastic achievement when netball restarts again in      
September. 
 
Ms Winter 
 

Sixth Form Football v Yate Academy 
 

It has been fantastic to have 
the opportunity this term to play 
two football fixtures involving 
Sixth Form students from both 
Chipping Sodbury and       
Brimsham Green Schools 
against a team from Yate  
Academy.  The sun was     
shining for the first fixture and 
bragging rights went to the 
Chipping Sodbury and       
Brimsham Sixth Formers in 
their 3-1 victory over Yate.  It 
was the first time in many years 
that the Sixth Form had played 
in a competitive fixture.  It was 
an amazing game, played in a 

lovely atmosphere but Yate wanted the opportunity for revenge so a follow up fixture was arranged a few 
weeks later to be played at Yate so that this time they had the home advantage.  The home advantage 
clearly made a difference along with the difficult windy conditions that Yate seemed to cope much better 
with, the game ending this time with a 4-1 victory for Yate.  Both games were played in good spirits with 
the Year 13ôs in particular relishing the opportunity to represent their schools one more time before they 
move on with the next stage of their journey. 

 
 
 
 

Year 11 GCSE -Drama  
 
Our Year 11 Drama GCSE students are performing their         
Component 3 pieces in front of the visiting examiner from AQA this 
week.  This is a big challenge for several of our performers and we 
know the time and effort they have put into learning their lines and 
refining their pieces.  After the holidays there are just a couple of 
weeks until their written exam on 8th May, so I am offering a       
Revision Session during the Easter break.  It will be between 
10.30am and 12.00pm on Tuesday 14th April.  Please encourage 
your son or daughter to attend.  
 
Mrs Donnelly 

9ƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘ ϧ 9ȄǘǊŀ /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭŀǊ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜǎ  



 

 

 

Enrichment Week 
 
Enrichment Week for students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will take place from Wednesday 17th to Friday 19th 
June 2026, running alongside our Year 10 Work Experience Week.  Our aim is to offer all students a 
range of enjoyable trips and activities that encourage challenge, personal growth and new experiences, 
while keeping costs as affordable as possible for families. 
 
Thank you to all parents and carers who completed the online form. 
 
Once your childôs place has been confirmed through a separate trip letter (sent out this week), you will be 
responsible for the full cost of the trip(s).  Payment must be made via Parent Pay by Friday 30th April 
2026. 
 
Places will be prioritised for students with a strong ratio of positive behaviour points.  Students currently 
on a behaviour stage will not be eligible to attend a trip.  Please note that if a trip is oversubscribed,     
students will be placed on a waiting list. 
 

 
 
Aladdin Update 
 
The show is cast and rehearsals are well underway.  Weôre really 
enjoying working with the company who are all busy learning their 
lines and the extremely catchy songs ready for curtain up on 9th and 
10th July.  After Easter, Wednesday rehearsals will be until 4.30pm. 
We still have some space for Chorus members and we will also be 
putting together the Backstage Crew after the holidays so thereôs 
still plenty of opportunities for pupils to be involved in the project. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Design & Technology óMake & Fixô Club 
 
Our Design and Technology after-school club continues to be a thriving and       
creative space, with a regular group of 12+ students from a range of year groups   
attending each week. Itôs lovely to see a mix of both boys and girls coming         
together, sharing ideas, and supporting one another as they develop their practical 
skills.  The atmosphere in the workshop is always busy and purposeful, with       
students showing enthusiasm and pride in their work. 
 
Over the past term, members have completed a variety of imaginative projects,  
including several bird boxes, a flowerpot man, and some festive Christmas table 
decorations.  Current projects are just as exciting and diverse, with students    
working on items such as a jewellery stand, board game, horse model, model train 
set scenery, wooden toy box, and a CD rack.  It has been particularly rewarding to 
see how much more confident students are becoming in using tools safely and  
effectively. Many are now showing real initiative in the way they plan and construct 
their projects, demonstrating creativity, independence, and a growing sense of       
craftsmanship. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    



 

 
 

Year 9 Careers trip to the MShed 
 
On 10th March, a group of our Year 9 students joined students from seven other schools across the    
region to participate in Creative Opportunities - an event hosted jointly by Bristol Museums and West of 
England Music & Arts that invited students to explore creative career pathways through hands on         
activities and the chance to meet creative and cultural organisations. 
 
We had a fantastic day, with students getting the chance to create their own animated short film with 
Aardman, take part in a drama workshop with Bristol Old Vic, and take on the role of the buyer at the 
MShed giftshop, as well as meeting a whole host of creative organisations in the careers marketplace 
which has given us some useful contacts for Year 10 work experience placements next year. 
 
"It allowed me to find out more about creative industries and opportunities I didn't know existed." - 
(student participant) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 5 Co-Curricular Clubs 
 
Below is the Co-Curricular Clubs timetable for Term 3. This can also be found on the school website:  
 
Chipping Sodbury School - Co-Curricular Activities Timetable  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.chippingsodburyschool.com/Extra-Curricular-Activities-Timetable/

