
KS3 French – The Learning Journey

Prior Learning: Some students will have limited experience of other languages at primary school, and some may already be fluent 
in two or more languages – the important thing is for students have an openness to other cultures and languages, rather than to have 
any specific knowledge.

Developing Literacy: Vocabulary acquisition, reading academic texts, oracy

Higher Order Thinking: understand the difference between ‘thick’ and ‘thin’ thinking skills   
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Cultural Capital: learn about traditions and thought processes in other cultures

Term 1

We’re off!

Term 2

In class and 
in the family

Term 3

My family 
and other 
animals

Term 4

‘Une vie de 
chat’ (film)

Term 5

At school

Term 6

Summer 
Summatives

‘Le petit 
Nicolas’ (film)
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Term 1

‘Neuilly sa 
mère’ (film)

Term 2

Free time 
activities

Term 3

Technology

Term 4

‘Le café des 
rêves’ (TV 

mini-series)

Term 5

‘Les 400 
coups’ (film)

Term 6

Summer 
Summatives

GCSE Ready

Term 1

‘Les vacances 
de Monsieur 
Bean’ (film)

Term 2

Holidays

Term 3

What I eat

Term 4

Free time: 
Media

Term 5

Where I live

Term 6

Summer 
Summatives

Practical 
French for 

tourists

Generating language:
Extend and opinions

Understanding language:
Learn reading strategies for 

extended texts
Watch a film with subtitles

Knowledge about language:
 Verb conjugation (present and 

past tenses)
Word order with adjectives and 

qualifiers

Generating language:
Give likes and dislikes

Give personal information

Understanding language:
Recognise cognates

Similarities and differences 
between languages

Knowledge about language:
 Alphabet, numbers, phonics

Verb conjugation
Adjective agreement

Generating language:
Ask for and give directions

Use a range of verbs
Sequence a written text

Understanding language:
Gist and detail in extended 

written and spoken passages

Knowledge about language:
 Verbs: combine past, present 

and future tenses
Time phrases and adverbs of 

sequence

Generating language:
Translation skills

Describe a picture

Understanding language:
Cope with inference and 

distractors

Knowledge about language:
Object pronouns
Negative forms

Generating language:
Give personal information and 

extend and justify opinions

Understanding language:
Reading strategies for extended 

texts; coping with unfamiliar 
language

Knowledge about language:
 Wider range of verbs tenses (1st 

person)
Sound Symbol Correspondance

Generating language:
Give information and extended 
opinions with justifications on a 

wide range of topics

Understanding language:
Listening and reading strategies 

for unpredictable contexts

Knowledge about language:
 Combine tenses naturally

Modal verbs



Prior Learning: Students will have learned vocabulary for everyday situations, including home and school life, free time and 
holidays; they will have been taught to manipulate language, including lower- and higher-order thinking and will have learned skills 
for listening and reading (understanding language), and for speaking and writing (generating language)

Confident communication - spontaneity and fluency
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0 Term 1

Déjà vu –
Introduction

‘Les choristes’ 
(film)

Term 2

My studies; 
life at school

Term 3

Jobs, career 
choices and 
ambitions

Term 4

Healthy and 
unhealthy 
lifestyles

Term 5

Mock Exams & 
Skills for GCSE

Term 6

Travel and 
Tourism
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Term 1

Speaking Exam 
Skills

Social issues

Term 2

Mock Exams

Global issues

Term 3

‘Intouchable’ 
(film)

Term 4

Education 
post-16

Revision & 
Exam Skills

Term 5

Exam Skills & 
GCSE Exams

Generating language:
Communicate in different time 

frames from memory

Understanding language:
Deduce meaning of words from 

their component parts

Knowledge about language:
 Control language to develop 

complexity

Generating language:
Extended writing – controlling 

flow within and between 
paragraphs

Understanding language:
Translate complex sentences 

into accurate English

Knowledge about language:
 Relative & subordinate clauses; 

comparative and superlative

Generating language:
Speak confidently and 

spontaneously; write for 
different purposes

Understanding language:
Understand inference and 

grammatical markers

Knowledge about language:
 Complex sentence patterns – 

combining verb tenses, 
subordinate clauses, object 

pronouns

Generating language:
Initiate and sustain detailed 

conversations; respond 
effectively and accurately to 

unpredictable questions

Understanding language:
Understand authentic materials 

and native speakers

Knowledge about language:
 Advanced manipulation of verb 

formations and tenses

Strands for tracking progress:

Understanding language  

Generating language  

Knowledge about language  

KS4 French – The GCSE Learning Journey
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