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INTRODUCTION TO THE KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM 2010-2012 
 
In Chipping Sodbury School we have a number of core principles that we follow when designing 
the curriculum for Year 10 and Year 11. One of these is the emphasis upon Maths and Technology 
and the other is to create as much choice and flexibility as possible, so that students can work with 
you as parents and us as teachers to plan their future learning. For 2010-2012 we have devised a 
curriculum that has more choice and flexibility within it than previously offered. 
 
This booklet has been put together to ensure that you have as much information as possible to 
help you work with us to make the correct choices for your son or daughter. Enclosed you will find: 
 

¶ An explanation of the Guided Choice Pathways process 

¶ A template showing the curriculum choices on offer  

¶ A description of all the courses we are offering 
 
We recognise that this is an important time in your child's education and we want to provide as 
much support as possible. So far, we have introduced the choices to the students in assembly and 
will meet with you for our joint Parents Evening and Options Evening on Thursday 14th January 
2010.    
 
Part of the information with this pack contains a form that will need to be completed by students 
and parents. Students will have the chance to meet one-to-one with their tutor and subject 
teachers around the school during the period between now and 29th January 2010, when the form 
is due to be returned to school.  
 
We will then work with all the information and finalise student choices. We will do our utmost to 
accommodate all student requests, but inevitably there will be some compromises and this will be 
explained to you in the presentation on 14th January.  Once the choices have been finalised, we 
will then ask you to confirm that you are in agreement with the allocations made. Once this process 
has been completed, we will then be in a position to create the classes and finalise timetable 
arrangements for next year during the summer term.  
 
Reminder - the deadline for the return of all of the option forms is Friday 29th January 2010.  
 
 

 
 
Philip Lidstone 
Headteacher 
December 2009 
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CURRICULUM PATHWAYS AND OPTIONS EXPLAINED 
This section will provide an "at a glance" explanation of what the Curriculum Pathways Programme 
tells you in more detail. 
 
COLUMN 1 - ENGLISH 
Students will have 7 lessons of English each cycle. During this time, the majority of students will 
follow the courses for GCSE English Language or GCSE English Language and Literature. Please 
indicate if you have a preference for Media. 
 
A small number of identified students will study English Language only along the Special Support & 
Individual Pathways route. Students and parents will be separately advised if we think that this is 
an appropriate route for the student to consider.  
 

ACTION: Decision to be made between GCSE English Language or GCSE English Language 
and Literature 

 
COLUMN 2 - MATHEMATICS 
Students will have 6 lessons of Mathematics each cycle. Mathematics is an essential component of 
the Guided Choice Curriculum and every student will take a full GCSE in Maths. The exam has 
three levels of entry. Higher level where grades A*- C are available, Intermediate level (B-E) and 
Foundation Level (D-G). 
 
There are no student decisions to be made here. 
 
COLUMN 3 - CORE SCIENCE 
The Science Faculty courses in Key Stage 4, give us the best chance of providing a more diverse 
Science Curriculum for all students. Core Science or BTEC Science is compulsory for all students. 
There are three different routes to success in Science at GCSE Level. See Column 6 for the 
Science Pathways. 
 
There are no student decisions to be made here. 
 
COLUMN 4 ï DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
Students will have 5 lessons of Technology each cycle. Technology is a specialism for the school. 
As Year 8 students, your child will already have chosen to take a GCSE in either: Food 
Technology, Textiles Technology, Systems & Control or Product Design. Students taking Product 
Design will need to indicate if they wish to specialise in Graphic Products or Resistant Materials 
Technology.  
 

ACTION:  Students doing PRODUCT DESIGN will need to decide between Graphic Products 
or Resistant Materials Technology 

 
COLUMNS 5, 6, 7 & 8 - OPTION BLOCKS - 20 PERIODS PER CYCLE 
These options represent 4 GCSEs and will be taught for 20 lessons per cycle. This is the point at 
which students can specialise in subjects where they have the opportunity to choose their own 
programme of study.  
 

You could choose three single GCSE courses from the menu in the option block OR 
You could choose one BTEC and 2 GCSE course OR 
You could choose a combination of Sciences, Languages, BTEC or GCSEôs 
 
ACTION: Given that there is an expectation that the majority of students choose a Science, the 
decision in this Option Block is to opt for: 
 
(See Science Course Guide for further details or speak to a member of staff) 
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Special Support Courses and Individual Pathways 
Students taking these pathways will be pointed towards Directed Studies choices in Columns 6, 7 
and 8 (which will give 5 or 10 or 15 periods) per cycle to access College Courses, Work Placed 
Learning, Life Skills and study support.  
 

ACTION: Decisions to be taken in Column 5, 6, 7 and 8 - all students must choose 
two GCSE courses (10 periods) 
OR one BTEC and two GCSE (20 periods) 

 
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION RELATING TO COLUMNS 5, 6, 7 & 8 
 
Although you are choosing three options here, you must select a Reserve Course that you 
would be prepared to follow. For example, we may not have enough students choosing a 
course, we may have too many students choosing a course and there may be a timetable clash 
with one of your existing choices. IF you have chosen a BTEC like Performing Arts and a GCSE, 
you should still choose another course as your reserve. 
 
If you are interested in any of the BTECs and want to take the GCSE and BTEC related to this 
area, there is nothing to stop you doing this. There is some overlap between the courses which 
would help you. 
 
CORE PE & CITIZENSHIP 
In addition to studentsô chosen Pathways, all students will study Core Physical Education (4 
lessons per cycle), and an integrated package covering RE (2 lessons per cycle & 0.5 GCSE), 
Citizenship, Careers Education & Guidance and Personal & Social Education (1 lesson per cycle & 
0.5 GCSE). 
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PUPIL SUPPORT AND COMMUNICATING WITH SCHOOL 
 
At Chipping Sodbury School we believe in working closely with parents/carers to support all pupils 
with their education.  To do this we need to communicate effectively with one another.  If you have 
any concerns or queries please contact a member of staff.  If you wish to discuss a subject-related 
issue, you should speak to your son/daughterôs subject teacher or the Head of Subject/Faculty. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Heads of Faculty and 
Subject Coordinators 

Art & Design Mrs A William-Jones 

Business Mrs J Turner 

Careers Education & Guidance 
KS4 

Mr D Bond 

CCLD Mrs L Boyce 

Citizenship & PSHE Mr D Bond  

COPE Mr J Poole/Mr M Marsh 

Design & Technology Mr K Mellens 

Drama Mr G Hill 

Engineering Mr B McMorrow 

English Mr M Sayers 

Geography Miss H Kenyon 

History Mrs K Smee 

ICT Ms L Jarvis 

Mathematics Ms M Moult 

Media Mrs J Chappell 

Modern Foreign Languages Ms D Bryan 

Music Mrs A William-Jones 

Physical Education & Sport Miss C Maggs 

Retail Mrs J Turner 

RE Miss R Lawson 

Science Dr J Lewthwaite and Mr M 
Stow 

 
 
 
Your son/daughterôs tutor is generally your first point of contact and he/she must be notified about 
any absences from school.  You may also need to speak to the following: 
 

Heads of Learning Senior Team Link 

Year 7 Mrs L Broad Mr P Lidstone/Ms A Magham 

 Mrs J Strange (Student Coordinator)  

Year 8 Mr C Whitfield Ms K Rowlands/Mrs L Leader 
 Year 9 Mr C Whitfield 

 Ms S Stone (Student Coordinator)  

Year 10 Mrs D Clarke Mr D Hinkins 

Year 11 Mrs D Clarke Ms K Turner 

 Mr R Wathen (Student Coordinator)  

Post-16 Ms G Hilleard Mr D Hinkins 

 
 
The Personal Journal remains important in Years 10 and 11 because of the increasing need to plan 
work over a number of weeks.  Coursework deadlines and the planning for work needed to meet 
these deadlines will be of increasing importance.  The Journal, of course, remains an important 
communication link between school and home.  We hope you will continue to check and sign your 
son/daughterôs Journal regularly. 
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HOMEWORK 
 
Homework can be defined as óéwork or activities which pupils are asked to do outside lesson 
timeéô (DfEE 1998).  Research has shown that it makes an important contribution to a pupilôs 
progress at school.  As your son/daughter moves into Key Stage 4, you will find that he/she is asked 
to work on tasks which contribute to GCSE coursework.  It is very important that all homework tasks 
are completed in detail and handed in on time. 
 
In Years 10 and 11 we would expect that all pupils will spend a minimum of twelve hours on 
homework tasks each week.  This may not always be formally set homework tasks.  Pupils should 
spend time reviewing the work completed during the day to ensure their understanding and 
knowledge are complete.  Some pieces of work may spread over several weeks and should be 
planned carefully. 
 
 
What parents and carers can do 
 

¶ Set a clear expectation that homework will be completed 

¶ Check the Homework Timetable in the Journal (issued during the Autumn Term) 

¶ Provide a suitable, quiet place for homework to be completed 

¶ Monitor the quality of your son/daughterôs homework and offer support where possible, eg testing 
vocabulary prior to a test 

¶ Check the Personal Journal regularly and sign it each week 
 
Revision for tests and exams will become increasingly important through Key Stage 4.  Quality time 
must be spent on revision.  There is a clear link between those pupils who achieve good examination 
grades and those who work consistently hard. 
 
Teaching staff will support all pupils and provide guidance on each set task.  In addition, the School 
Library is open until 4.15 pm and throughout lunchtime each day to enable pupils to access a wide 
range of resources to aid learning.  There is a Homework Club each lunch-time in LS1 to provide 
extra support where necessary. 
 
We feel it is important for staff and parents/carers to work together to support the success of each 
pupil. 
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(SUBJECT) ART & DESIGN (GCSE) 

 

Head of Subject: Mrs A William-Jones 
  
Assessment  
Coursework  Portfolio  60% 
Examination  Externally Set task  40% 
 
 

 

 
Course Description: 
Portfolio: The studentôs portfolio must include more than one extended collection of work or 
project selected from work undertaken during the course of study. A portfolio must include 
preparatory work and sketchbooks showing research and development of an idea or theme to a 
finished outcome. Work is produced using a variety of art media and techniques. It should 
reflect a studentôs knowledge and understanding of art in a historical and cultural context. 
Students are expected to make written notes to explain ideas, make references and evaluate 
their work. Within the portfolio students must demonstrate their understanding of all of the 
assessment objectives.  
 
Externally Set Task: 
Students will be required to respond to one starting point for an outcome. A response to all 
assessment objectives is required. Starting points are set by the examination board. 
There will be a preparatory period, followed by 10 hours of supervised time to produce a final 
outcome. This outcome will be based upon preparatory studies and research that has been 
made. 
 
Recommended Equipment 
Two A3 size sketchbooks and an A1 size folder, available at a reduced cost from the Art 
Department. 
GCSE Art Student Handbook. 
A range of drawing pencils; coloured pencils; a black fine line pen; a fine brush and 
watercolours. 
Access to a digital camera. 
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(SUBJECT) BUSINESS (BTEC First Certificate ï Intermediate) 

 
Head of Subject: Mrs J Turner 
Assessment  
Coursework 100% 
Examination There are no formal exams.  Assessment is through coursework 

units which are verified by an external moderator. 
 

 Equivalent to 2 GCSEs Grades A ï C 
Duration: 2 years 
 

 
The BTEC Firsts in Business have been designed to address the needs of learners in key 
areas, including interpersonal skills and customer service. Learners have the opportunity to 
develop skills to support them as they build relationships with a wide variety of customers 
internal and external to a range of business environments. Specialist areas also include: 
Å finance 
Å business administration 
Å personal selling 
Å aspects 
Å enterprise and business start-up. 
 
Learners are encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and achievement, tasking 
into account industry standards for behaviour and performance.  
 
Course content: 
Two Core Units: 
 

¶ Exploring Business Purposes  

¶ Developing Customer Relations 
 

And one Specialist Unit from a list including: 
 

¶ Investigating Financial Control  

¶ Business Communication  

¶ People in Organisations  

¶ Providing Business and Administration Support  

¶ Personal Selling  

¶ Doing Business Online  

¶ Exploring Business Enterprise  

¶ Starting a Small Business  
 
Skills required: 
You will need to be hard working, well organised and self motivated in order to be successful.  
You should also be interested in the business world and the world of work. 
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Where will this course take me? 
 
The BTEC First Diploma in Business will enable you to progress to a BTEC National course in 
Business or to A Level Business Studies (if you achieve a merit or distinction), and will give you 
the skills required to be a successful sixth form student. 
 
Board:  Edexcel 
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(SUBJECT) CCLD ï Childrenôs Care, Learning & Development (BTEC 
First Certificate) 

 

Head of Subject: Mrs L Boyce 
Assessment  
Coursework 100% 
Examination There are no formal exams.  Assessment is through assignments 

based on each of the three units which are verified by an external 
moderator. 
 

 Equivalent to 2 GCSEs Grades A* ï C 
Duration: 2 years 
 

 
The BTEC First Certificate in CCLD develops a range of skills and techniques, personal 
qualities and essential attitudes for working with children in a range of settings. 
 
Working with children is exciting and rewarding with a vast range of career opportunities.  It 
covers areas such as pre-schools, nurseries, primary schools, secondary schools, childminding, 
nursing and social work.  This is a practical course which allows for many different learning 
styles, reflecting the nature of work within Childcare.  Learners are encouraged to work 
creatively, researching and carrying out assignments based on the workplace. 
 
Learners are encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and achievement including 
organising work placements and acting professionally within them. 
 
Course content: 
Three Core Units: 
 

¶ Understanding Childrenôs Development 

¶ Keeping Children Safe 

¶ Communicating with Children and Adults 
 

You will be required to complete two weeks of relevant work experience. One week will take 
place during the Year 10 Work Experience in June at a Primary School. This is a compulsory 
element of the course. 
 
Skills required: 
You will need to be hard working, well organised and enthusiastic in order to be successful.  
You should have an interest in working with children. 
 
Where will this course take me? 
The BTEC First Certificate in CCLD will enable you to progress to a BTEC First Diploma course 
or a related subject such as Health & Social Care. 
 
Board:  Edexcel 
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(SUBJECT) COPE ( Certificate of Personal Effectiveness)  

 

Head of Subject: Mr J Poole / Mr M Marsh 
  
Assessment  
Coursework By assessment of portfolio of work, internally assessed and 

externally moderated.  
Examination N/A 
 
 

 

 
The COPE option is for students who are not taking Modern Foreign Languages to GCSE level. 
In these lessons students will follow a course that enables students to take responsibility for 
planning, organising and carrying out activities or challenges that leads to accreditation from the 
ASDAN awarding body. Students need to be able to work with others, improve their own 
learning, make oral presentations and do problem solving tasks. There are 12 modules which 
include Sport and Leisure, Communication, Expressive Arts, Health and Safety and the World of 
Work. Students can gain Level 1 or Level 2 Awards depending on the amount and standard of 
the work they produce.  
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(SUBJECT) D&T ï FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

 

Head of Subject: Mr K Mellens 
  
Assessment  
Coursework 60% 
Examination 40% 
  

 
Recommended Resources: 
o A copy of the book AQA Design Technology: Food Technology (Nelson Thornes ISBN 

978-1-4085-0272-3) for use at home and during revision would be beneficial. 
o Access to the internet for research purposes would be an advantage. 
 
How you can help: 
o By providing ingredients for practical food work. 
o Supporting students during extended Controlled Assessment Tasks ï consumer needs, 

time management, product testing. 
 

 
 

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
 

YEAR 10 

Autumn Spring Summer 

o Practical food preparation 
skills 

o Food materials, their 
properties and processing 
techniques. 

o Designing skills 
 

o Practical food preparation 
skills 

o Development of designing 
and evaluation skills 
through Platinum Award 
design project 

o Commercial food 
manufacturing 

 

o GCSE Controlled task 
o Product analysis 
o Market research 
o Analysis of situation 

Assessment  
o Homework and design 

tasks assessed regularly  

o  Platinum award assessed 
in line with GCSE criteria 

o Year 10 examination 
o GCSE controlled task 

starts 
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YEAR 11 

Autumn Spring Summer 

o GCSE Controlled task 
o Designing 
o Practical prototyping 
o Experimental work 

o GCSE Controlled task 
o Production methods 
o Development of final 

product 
o Commercial production 
o Packaging 
o Project evaluation 
 

o Revision and exam 
preparation 

 
 
 
 

Assessment 
o GCSE controlled task 
o Trial examination 

o GCSE controlled task 
completed (60%) 

o 2 hour examination (40%) 
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 (SUBJECT) D&T ï GRAPHIC PRODUCTS 

 

Head of Subject: Mr K Mellens 
  
Assessment  
Controlled Assessments 60% 
Examination 40% 
  

 
Recommended Resources: 
o Pupils will be given a text book at the beginning of the course. 
o Protective aprons will be required for practical work. 
o Examination questions and revision topics can be found on the internet website: 

www.bbc.co.uk/revision 
 

 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
 

YEAR 10 

Autumn Spring Summer 

o Development of graphic 
skills   

o Orthographic, isometric 
and perspective projection 

o Geometric construction 
o Modelling and rendering 

techniques 
o Computer Aided Design 

and Computer Aided 
Manufacture. 

Development of design skills 
through the completion of 
project work.  Pupils will use 
a range of compliant 
materials to produce concept 
models of finished products. 
 

Pupils will begin to produce a 
controlled task through 
market research and the 
evaluation of existing 
products.  They will be 
required to produce a design 
brief and a detailed 
specification. 

Assessment 
Homework and design tasks 
assessed regularly throughout 
the course. 
 

 
Project work assessed using 
GCSE criteria. 

 
Year 10 Examination.  
Teacher controlled task 
assessed as it develops.  
Pupils given key completion 
dates for each stage. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/revision


 

15 
 
 

 

 
 

YEAR 11 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Continued development of the 
controlled assessment.  Pupils 
will consider alternative 
solutions and select the best 
prior to making the finished 
product. 
 

Completion of the controlled 
assessment including a final 
evaluation.  Revision of topics 
covered earlier in the course. 

Revision ï pupils will work 
through a range of 
examination questions both 
in school and at home. 

Assessment 
Year 11 Trial Examination.  
Project work assessed at each 
stage of its development. 

 
Assessment of prescribed 
homework tasks related to 
examination techniques. 

 
2 hour examination. 
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 (SUBJECT) D&T ï RESISTANT MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Head of Subject: Mr K Mellens 
  
Assessment  
Coursework 60% 
Examination 40% 
  

Recommended Resources: 
o Pupils will be given a text book at the beginning of the course. 
o Protective aprons will be required for practical work. 
o Examination questions and revision topics can be found on the internet website:  

www.bbc.co.uk/revision 
 

 
 

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
 

YEAR 10 

Depending on workshop access the topics shown below will de developed throughout        
the year. 

Development of practical skills 
through the production of a 
range of artefacts made from 
wood, metal and plastic. 
o Analyse products to 

determine the features, 
advantages and benefits to 
the user. How they may be 
modelled and 
manufactured in quantity 

 

o Introduction to Computer 
Aided Design and 
Computer Aided 
Manufacture. 

o Development of graphic 
skills through the 
completion of a number of 
focussed design tasks. 

o Develop an awareness of 
sales and marketing 
techniques together with 
product life cycles. 

Pupils will undertake a 
controlled task through 
market research and the 
evaluation of existing 
products.  They will be 
required to produce a design 
brief and a detailed 
specification. 

Assessment 
Homework and design tasks 
assessed regularly throughout 
the course. 
 

Project work assessed using 
GCSE criteria. 

Teacher controlled task 
assessed as it develops.  
Pupils given key completion 
dates for each stage.   
Year 10 examination. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/revision
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YEAR 11 

Depending on workshop access the topics shown below will de developed throughout        
the year. 

Continued development of the 
controlled assessment.  Pupils 
will consider alternative 
solutions and select the best, 
prior to making the finished 
product. 
 

o Completion of the 
controlled task, including a 
final evaluation. 

o Revision of topics 
covered earlier in the 
course. 

Revision ï pupils will work 
through a range of 
examinations questions both 
in school and at home. 

Assessment 
o The controlled task will be 

assessed at each stage of 
its development 

o Year 11 Trial Examination 

Assessment of prescribed 
homework tasks related to 
examination techniques. 

 
2 hour examination 
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 (SUBJECT) D&T ï SYSTEMS AND CONTROL 

 

Head of Subject: Mr K Mellens 
  
Assessment  
Controlled Assessment 60% 
Examination 40% 
  

Recommended Resources: 
o Pupils will be given a text book at the beginning of the course. 
o Protective aprons will be required for practical work. 
o Examination questions and revision topics can be found on the internet website:  

www.bbc.co.uk/revision 
 

 
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

 

YEAR 10 

Autumn Spring Summer 

o Introduction to pneumatic, 
electronic and mechanical 
systems 

o Design and production of 
printed circuit boards 

o Development of Graphic 
skills 

 

o Computer Aided Design and 
Computer Aided 
Manufacture 

o Use of microcontrollers. 
o Introduction to energy, 

structures and forces 

Pupils will begin to work on a 
controlled task through market 
research and the evaluation of 
existing products.  They will 
be required to produce a 
design brief and a detailed 
specification. 

Assessment 
Homework and design tasks 
assessed regularly throughout 
the course. 
 

Project work assessed using 
GCSE criteria. 

Teacher controlled task 
assessed as it develops.  
Pupils given key completion 
dates for each stage.   
Year 10 examination. 
 

 

YEAR 11 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Continued development of the 
controlled assessment.  Pupils 
will consider alternative 
solutions and select the best, 
prior to making the finished 
product. 
 

o Completion of the controlled 
task, including a final 
evaluation. 

o Revision of topics covered 
earlier in the course. 

Revision ï pupils will work 
through a range of 
examinations questions both 
in school and at home. 

Assessment 
o The controlled task will be 

assessed at each stage of 
its development 

o Year 11 Trial Examination 

Assessment of prescribed 
homework tasks related to 
examination techniques. 

 
2 hour examination 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/revision
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(SUBJECT) D&T ï TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY 

 

Head of Subject: Ms J Jones 
Assessment  
Coursework 60% 
Examination 40% 
  

 
Recommended Resources: 
o Text Books ï Design and Make H Stanley Thornes, Nuffield Design & Technology 

Textiles, Skills in Textiles Technology 
o Access to own sewing machine.  Fabric and components for practical work. 
o Examination questions and revision topics can be found on the internet website:  

www.bbc.co.uk/revision 
o How you can help:  Allowing pupils to visit museums and shops for research. 

 
 
 

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
 
 

YEAR 10 

Autumn Spring Summer 

 
o Investigations into fashion 

drawing and  development 
o Classification of fibres and 

fabrics  
o Investigations into physical 

properties of fabrics and 
their uses 

o Production of decorative 
artefact using textiles 

 
  

  
o Artefact (continued) 
o Investigate textile 

production, and types of 
manufacturing/ 

     distribution   
o Disassembly of existing 

products 
o Sustainability in the 

textiles environment 

 
Pupils will begin to work on a 
controlled task through market 
research and the evaluation of 
existing products.  They will be 
required to produce a design 
brief and a detailed 
specification. 

Assessment 
Homework and design tasks 
assessed regularly throughout 
the course. 
 

Project work assessed 
using GCSE criteria. 

Teacher controlled task 
assessed as it develops.  Pupils 
given key completion dates for 
each stage.   
Year 10 examination. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/revision
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YEAR 11 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Continued development of the 
controlled assessment.  Pupils 
will consider alternative 
solutions and select the best, 
prior to making the finished 
product. 
 

o Completion of the 
controlled task, including 
a final evaluation. 

o Revision of topics 
covered earlier in the 
course. 

Revision ï pupils will work 
through a range of 
examinations questions both in 
school and at home. 

Assessment 
o The controlled task will be 

assessed at each stage of 
its development 

o Year 11 Trial Examination 

Assessment of prescribed 
homework tasks related to 
examination techniques. 

 
2 hour examination 
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(SUBJECT) DRAMA (BTEC Performing Arts) 
 

Head of Subject: Mr G Hill 
  
Assessment  
Coursework 100% 
  

 
Course Description: 
 
The BTEC Performing Arts qualification is examined at first certificate level with the potential to 
extend to first diploma. This gives a qualification equivalence of 2 A-C GCSE passes for the 
certificate, and 4 A-C passes for the diploma. The course is delivered in a single GCSE block 
and so represents good value for students. 
 
Like any BTEC qualification, the units of which it is comprised are linked to óreal worldô 
situations and scenarios and involve continuous and significant record keeping and evidence 
gathering on the part of the student. The course has a split focus between practical skills 
development and performance, and the business aspects of the performance industry. A high 
level of commitment is required to succeed in the subject as there are many practical 
performances to audiences throughout the course and teamwork is essential. 
 
The course would suit anyone seeking to pursue a career in any aspect of performance 
whether as a participant or organiser/manager. The opportunities offered within the qualification 
are also central in developing confidence, organisation and an understanding of working 
towards deadlines. Many students follow this course for their own enjoyment and to continue 
with their practical drama. 
 
Progression routes for this qualification naturally include A level Theatre Studies, but the course 
will also act as effective preparation for any other performance course at level 3 and will 
contribute towards a GCSE points tally for entry into post-16 education. 
 
For further information please speak to Mr. Hill. 
 
How you can help:   
o Support out-of-school rehearsals 
o Support the keeping of notes after every lesson 
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(SUBJECT) BTEC Level 2 Foundation Certificate in ENGINEERING 

 

Head of Subject: Mr K Mellens 
  

 
Course Description: 
 
This course has been developed to meet the needs of students who have a specific 
vocational interest in engineering or manufacturing. The certificate will be equal to two 
GCSE Awards at Grade C or above and will be delivered in five periods per cycle throughout 
Years Ten and Eleven. Students who successfully complete this course will be prepared to 
enter employment in the engineering sector or to progress to further education vocational 
qualifications. Through the study of additional units it may be possible for students to 
complete the First Diploma during Year Twelve. Completion of this award will provide a good 
progression route to more advanced qualifications such as the BTEC National Awards. 
 
The course provides education and training specifically in the areas of engineering which are 
directly relevant to the changing needs of employees, employers and related professional 
organisations. Within the course, learning will take place mainly through practical activities 
and a range of written assignments that must be completed by a set deadline.  Students will 
make a number of engineered artefacts using hand tools, machine tools and computer 
controlled equipment. Accreditation will be based on the internal assessment of project work 
completed throughout the course with external validation.   
 
The structure of the course will require students to complete two core units concerned with 
working practices and interpreting engineering information plus three specialist units. At this 
stage the final decision has not been made as to which specialist units are on offer. To some 
extent it may be possible to negotiate this with the students in order that we can provide a 
generic course that best meets the needs of the majority.  
 
At this stage pupils who require further information should talk to their current Design & 
Technology teacher or Mr Mellens. 
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(SUBJECT) ENGLISH 
(a minority of students will study this course) 

Head of Subject: Mr M Sayers 
  
Assessment  
Speaking and Listening 
coursework 

20% 

Controlled Assessment 40% 
Examination 40% 
  

 
Course Description: 
 
Speaking and Listening coursework 
During the course students will undertake a range of speaking and listening activities. At the 
end of the course a final assessment will be made by selecting from the course records three 
activities representing the best achievements of the student.  Oral pieces must include the 
following: Presenting, Discussing and Listening, Role-playing. 
 
Controlled Assessment 
At the end of the course students will submit a folder of coursework which must include: 
 
Understanding Creative Texts ï students will do one or more tasks based on a Shakespeare 
play, a text from the English literary Heritage and a text from a different culture. 
 
Producing Creative Texts ï students will do two creative writing tasks. 
   
The folder will have to be completed by the end February in Year 11. 
 
Written Examination 
The examination papers are based on two tiers of assessment: 
 
 Foundation Tier targeted range GCSE grades C - G 
 Higher Tier  targeted range GCSE grades A* - D 
 
The tier of entry for each pupil will be decided as late as possible in the course.  Pupils will be 
entered at the level which enables them to perform at their best. 
 
In each tier there will be one examination paper.  Paper 1 (2 hours duration) requires a reading 
response to unseen non-fiction materials and two compulsory writing tasks. 
 
AQA EXAMINATIONS AND ASSESSMENT BOARD  Specification A 
 
Recommended Resources:  dictionary, thesaurus, internet, word-processor 
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How you can help:  Encourage your son/daughter to: 
i)    read as widely as possible (novels, short stories, plays, poetry, quality newspapers and 

magazines, autobiographies, biographies, texts from different cultures and historical 
periods, on-screen texts, diaries, journals, travel writing, collections of letters, memoirs, 
reportage); 

ii)    write for pleasure; 
iii)   take a pride in the quality of their writing whenever they put pen to paper; 
iv)  encourage them to proof-read final coursework pieces; 
v)   stick to deadlines 
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(SUBJECT) ENGLISH LANGUAGE A 
(the majority of students will study this course, in tandem with 
English Literature) 

 

Head of Subject: Mr M Sayers 
  
Assessment  
Speaking and Listening 
coursework 

20% 

Controlled Assessment 40% 
Examination 40% 
  

Course Description: 
 
Speaking and Listening coursework 
During the course students will undertake a range of speaking and listening activities. At the 
end of the course a final assessment will be made by selecting from the course records three 
activities representing the best achievements of the student.  Oral pieces must include the 
following: Presenting, Discussing and Listening, Role-playing. 
 
Controlled Assessment 
At the end of the course students will submit a folder of coursework which must include: 
 
Understanding Spoken and Written Texts and Writing Creatively ï one task based on an 
extended text, two creative writing tasks and a Spoken Language study. 
 
The folder will have to be completed by the end February in Year 11. 
 
Written Examination 
The examination papers are based on two tiers of assessment: 
 
 Foundation Tier targeted range GCSE grades C - G 
 Higher Tier  targeted range GCSE grades A* - D 
 
The tier of entry for each pupil will be decided as late as possible in the course.  Pupils will be 
entered at the level which enables them to perform at their best. 
 
In each tier there will be one examination paper.  Paper 1 (2 hours duration) requires a reading 
response to unseen non-fiction materials and two compulsory writing tasks. 
 
AQA EXAMINATIONS AND ASSESSMENT BOARD  Specification A 
 
Recommended Resources:  dictionary, thesaurus, internet, word-processor 
 
How you can help:  Encourage your son/daughter to: 
i)    read as widely as possible (novels, short stories, plays, poetry, quality newspapers and 

magazines, autobiographies, biographies, texts from different cultures and historical 
periods, on-screen texts, diaries, journals, travel writing, collections of letters, memoirs, 
reportage); 
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ii)    write for pleasure; 
iii)   take a pride in the quality of their writing whenever they put pen to paper; 
iv)  encourage them to proof-read final coursework pieces; 
v)   stick to deadlines 
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(SUBJECT) ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 

Head of Subject: Mr M Sayers 
  
Assessment  
Coursework 25% 
Examination 75% 
  

 
Course Description: 
 
Coursework 
At the end of the course students will submit a folder containing one piece of work which must 
include response to: 
 A Shakespeare play and another text from the English Literary Heritage. 
 
The folder will have to be completed by the end of February in Year 11. 
 
Written Examination 
 
The examination paper is based on two tiers of assessment: 
 Foundation Tier targeted range GCSE grades C - G 
 Higher Tier  targeted range GCSE grades A* - D 
 
The tier of entry for each pupil will be decided as late as possible in the course.  Pupils will be 
entered at the level which enables them to perform at their best. 
 
In both tiers there are two examination papers.  Unit 1 is 1 hour 30 minutes duration and Unit 2 
is 1 hour 15 minutes duration.  In preparation, students must study: 
 Unit 1 - Modern prose or drama set text 
                         An óExploring Culturesô set text 
            Unit 2 - Poetry from the Anthology provided 
 
Copies of the texts studied can be taken into the examination room but all texts must be clean 
copies. 
 
AQA EXAMINATIONS AND ASSESSMENT BOARD  
 
 
Recommended Resources:  dictionary, thesaurus, internet, word-processor 
 
How you can help:  Encourage your son/daughter to: 
i)  read as widely as possible (novels, short stories, plays, poetry, quality newspapers and 

magazines, autobiographies, biographies, texts from different cultures and historical 
periods, on-screen texts, diaries, journals, travel writing, collections of letters, memoirs, 
reportage); 

ii)  write for pleasure; 
iii)  take a pride in the quality of their writing whenever they put pen to paper; 
iv)  encourage them to proof-read final coursework pieces; 
v)  stick to deadlines 



 

28 
 
 

 

 

(SUBJECT) GEOGRAPHY 

 

Head of Subject: Miss H Kenyon 
  
Assessment  
Controlled assessment 25% 
Decision Making Examination 25% 
Terminal Examination 50% 
  

Course Description: 
 
OCR Geography Syllabus B J385 
 
This course offers the study of a range of current geographical issues from across the 
globe. The focus is on us and the other 6,000,000,000 people who live here. There are five 
key themes that make up the course and these enable us to study topics as diverse as 
volcanic eruptions in the Pacific, famine in the Sudan, the development of tourism in 
Thailand, the way that rivers have shaped landscapes in the UK and the role of the United 
Sates of America as a super power. 
 
Decision Making Examination: 
One unusual aspect of the course is that the students have an opportunity to complete a 
Decision Making Examination in January of Year 11. The exam is based on real issues and 
students are able to prepare using the resources from the exam board for 3 weeks. Past 
issues include where to build a new ski resort, how to feed the worldôs people, the future of 
Antarctica and Ecotourism. 
 
Controlled assessment: 
This unit is assessed through two pieces of controlled assessment. 
 
Fieldwork Focus 
Geography is about taking students out of the classroom to experience the real world. For 
this piece of controlled assessment pupils will take part in the collection of primary data 
during a day of fieldwork on a nearby river.  
 
They will be expected to complete a write up of their fieldwork investigation during a 
controlled period of time in the classroom. Pupils will follow four stages of enquiry; setting 
the scene, methods of primary data collection, data presentation and analysis, evaluation 
of methods and drawing conclusions 
 
Geographical investigations 
Students choose from a selection of issue-based Geographical Investigation topics. Topics 
could include disease, trade, ecosystems, sport, fashion, energy, new technologies and 
tourism. Students research and produce a report from one or two task titles on the topic 
area. The report can be presented in a variety of ways and does not necessarily need to 
take the form of a written report, it can be produced using ICT and media technology. 
 
Students have a confirmed mark for both their coursework and Decision Making Examination 
(50% in total) by March of Year 11. 
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Levels of entry: 
The geography course offers entry at Higher level (grades A*-D) and Foundation level 
(grades C-G).  
 
Students have access to a wide range of resources including newspapers, CD ROMS, 
DVDs/videos, educational sites, magazines, leaflets and the Internet to explore the issues 
that are currently affecting the world in which we live. The course encourages the 
development of a wide range of skills including group work, discussion, debate, analysis, 
evaluation, fieldwork, presentation, extended writing, decision making and graph drawing.  
 
 
 

 
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

 

YEAR 10 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Natural Hazards Economic Development Settlement 

Economic Development Geographical Investigation Coasts 
Fieldwork focus 
Practice controlled 
assessment 

 
 

YEAR 11 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Rivers 
Fieldwork focus 
Controlled assessment 

DME  Revision 

Mock exam Population Terminal exam 
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(SUBJECT) HISTORY 
 

Head of Subject: Mrs K Smee 
  
Assessment  
Unit 4 Controlled 
Assessment 

25% 

Unit 1 Examination 25% 
Unit 2 Examination 25% 
Unit 3 Examination 25% 

 
Exam Board: Edexcel  
Syllabus: The Making of the Modern World (History A) 
 
Course Description:  
 
The History department is offering a brand new exciting GCSE. óThe Making of the Modern 
Worldô  allows students to study exciting cultural changes such as the Roaring 20s in America, 
this includes gangsters, the jazz age, the impact of the intolerance as shown by the KKK and 
the Red Scare to name but a few. We ask questions such as how could the Wall Street Crash 
have happened? This is incredibly relevant in light of the credit crunch. Spiritual issues are 
addressed, for example, in the Germany controlled assessment where opportunities are 
provided for candidates to study and reflect on the role religion played in opposition to Hitler and 
the moral and ethical issues related to anti-Semitism in Germany. Moral and ethical issues are 
also addressed in the Core Content, for example, in evaluating the fairness of the peace treaties 
1919-23. Social issues are addressed, for example, in the British source enquiry we investigate 
the impact of the suffragettes and campaign for votes for women and the different attitudes 
towards the First World War that were held in Britain at the time.. 
 
Units 
The course comprises four units of study, all of which are continually assessed by class work and 
homework to monitor the candidateôs progress. The four units of study are:  
 
1. Peace and War: International Relations 1900 -1991 
2.        Modern World Depth Study: The USA 1919 -1941 
3. Modern World Source Enquiry: War and the transformation of British society: 

 c1903-1926 
4. Representations of History (Controlled assessment): Germany 1918-1939 
                                                     
Flexible assessment: 
Great news! For the first time GCSE history can be delivered and assessed following a modular 
approach. This allows students to complete units of the course throughout the two years instead of 
having to sit two major examinations at the end of the two years. 
 
Unit 2 Examination: January Year 10 
Unit 4 Controlled assessment: Completed in class May/June Year 10 
Unit 3 Examination: January Year 11 
Unit 1 Examination: June Year 11 
 



 

31 
 
 

 

 
Examination: 
Due to the modular format the examinations are bite-size and manageable. We can also be flexible 
as to when students sit their exam. The new style of question means that the examination is truly 
accessible for all students yet still challenging. 
 
Controlled assessment:  
The controlled assessment replaces coursework. Students have access to the tasks throughout 
the investigation stage. They prepare for the questions and then complete them in class under 
teacher supervision.  
 
Levels of entry: 
 
The History GCSE course offers common entry with all students able to achieve the full range of 
grades - A*-G.   
 
Skills: 
During this course, pupils learn to: 
o Explain and interpret todayôs issues in the light of historical events 
o Appreciate the diversity of cultures around the globe 
o Debate and question historical issues from a spiritual, moral, ethical and global perspective. 
o Critically use and evaluate source material 
o Understand different interpretations of past and current events 
o Explain how and why historical developments have occurred 
 
Students have access to a wide range of resources including newspapers, CD ROMS, 
DVDs/videos, educational sites, magazines, leaflets and the Internet to explore the issues that 
have shaped and are currently affecting the world in which we live. The course encourages the 
development of a wide range of skills including group work, discussion, debate, analysis of 
modern historical sources, investigation of the actions and motives of real people, evaluation, 
presentation and discursive writing. We are hoping to offer a visit to the Imperial War Museum 
(London) to further enrich the course. 
 
Recommended resources:  BBC Bitesize Revision Guide, Hindsight GCSE Magazine, CGP 
Revision Guide, The History Channel, Website: www.schoolhistory.co.uk and most importantly a 
range of materials produced by Chipping Sodbury School History Department. 
 
How you can help:  Please encourage use of the recommended resources. Support your childôs 
learning and discuss their progress in exam-practice questions. Encourage your child to watch 
news and current affairs programmes as these contain frequent references to the course content. 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/
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(SUBJECT) OCR Level 2 Nationals in ICT 

 

Head of Subject: Ms L Jarvis 
  

 
Course Description: 
The OCR Level 2 Nationals in ICT have been developed to recognise studentsô skills, knowledge and 
understanding of Information and Communication Technology functions, environments and operations. 
They have been designed to accredit studentsô achievements in a modern and practical way that is 
relevant to the workplace.  
 

Qualification Name First Award Award First Certificate Certificate 

GCSE Equivalent 1 2 3 4 

Number of  Units 
1 from Group A 

1 from Group B 

1 from Group A 

1 from Group B 

2 from Group C 

1 from Group A 

2 from Group B 

3 from Group C 

1 from Group A 

3 from Group B 

4 from Group C 

 
Mandatory unit (Group A) - Completed in Year 9 
Unit 1  - ICT skills for business 
 
Optional Units 

Group B Group C 

Unit 2 -  Webpage creation 

Unit 3 -  Digital imaging ï plan and produce 
computer graphics 

Unit 4 -  Design and produce multimedia 
products 

Unit 5 -  Desktop publishing 

Unit 6 -  Spreadsheets ï design and use 

Unit 8 -  Technological innovation and e-
commerce 

Unit 20 -  Creating animation using ICT 

Unit 21 -  Creating computer graphics 

Unit 22 -  Creating sound using ICT 

Unit 23 -  Creating video 

 
Assessment 
All the units are assessed in school and externally moderated by an OCR Visiting Moderator. There are 
no external exams attached to these qualifications. 
 
Certification 
All units will be individually graded Pass, Merit or Distinction with the overall qualification also being 
graded Pass, Merit or Distinction depending on the number of units entered and their individual grades. 
 
Where will this course take me? 

This course is suitable for anyone studying in preparation for employment, in job roles where they 
will be expected to use ICT skills, liaise with users and carry out ICT support roles. This 
qualification is also suitable for those wishing to gain a Level 2 qualification to support further study 
in the sixth form and provides a progression route to the OCR Level 3 National in ICT and the 
Applied GCE Level 3 course. 
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(SUBJECT) CITIZENSHIP  
 

Head of Subject: Mr D Bond 
  
Assessment  
Controlled assessment 60% 
Examination 40% 
  

 
Course Title: AQA Citizenship Short Course 
 
Course content: This course provides students with the knowledge and skills to become 
informed citizens and make a positive contribution to their community, country and world. 
Students have the opportunity to research a range of current issues in depth. They learn to 
evaluate different viewpoints and articulate their views to others. They also learn about what it 
means to be a UK and world citizen by studying the following topics: 
 
ü Parliament and government 
ü How laws are made 
ü Voting and elections 
ü Lobbying and campaigning 
ü Britishness 
ü Diversity and identity 
ü Equal opportunities and tolerance 
ü Political, legal and human rights 
ü Consumer rights 
ü Employment law 
ü The criminal justice system 
ü The role of the media 
ü International humanitarian law 
ü Globalisation and interdependence 
ü Global trade patterns and fair trade 
ü The environment and sustainability 
ü Local Agenda 21 
ü The UKôs relationship with the EU, UN, NATO and the Commonwealth 
ü International issues and NGOs 

 
Course Structure: The course comprises two units of study. 
 
Unit 1: This involves learning a wide range of content for a 1 hour exam. It assesses breadth of 
knowledge through short answer questions. It also assesses depth of knowledge through longer 
open ended questions based on a theme that students are informed of three months previously. 
This unit will be taught and examined in Year 11. 
 
Unit 2: This is a controlled assessment. Students work in groups to research a citizenship issue in 
depth, evaluate it and advocate change to others. This unit will be taught throughout Year 10. 
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Parents/carers can help students to be successful by encouraging discussion of topical issues at 
home. Watching the news or documentaries together will help students to develop a wider 
understanding of current affairs and politics. Access to a national newspaper on a regular basis will 
also be beneficial. Parents and carers can also help students to do the research part of their 
controlled assessment. 
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(SUBJECT) PSHE AND CAREERS 
 

Head of Subject: Mr D Bond 
  

 
Course Description: 
All students receive one lesson per cycle of life skills. The course covers a range of 
important topics that support students as they mature into young adults. Students study 
PSHE, Careers and SEAL topics on: 
 
o Drugs education 
o Parenting 
o Sex and relationships education 
o Sexual health and contraception 
o Managing emotions 
o Diet and Nutrition 
o Alcohol 
o Mental well-being 
o Anti-bullying education 
o Career planning 
o Work experience 
o The Local Labour market 
o Personal finance and budgeting 
o CVs 
o Applying for jobs/further education 
 
 
In these lessons, students think about their own conceptions (and misconceptions) in 
teacher-led discussion work. They examine case studies and suggest solutions to problems. 
They also learn how to manage money and plan their careers through formal structured 
tasks. The programme encourages students to take responsibility for themselves and their 
community. They learn how to plan their Work Experience and complete a record of what 
they have learned at work. They evaluate their experience of Work Experience and can 
receive accreditation for this from Connexions. 
 
The lessons are also supported by special events, assemblies and work in other subject 
areas. Parents/carers can also support their childôs learning by discussing the topics above 
at home with students and modelling how they budget, control their emotions, build strong 
relationships etc. Parents can also help students to apply for Work experience placements. 
Please note however that all placements need to be checked for health and safety before 
students are allowed to attend, and that parents/carers should not make private 
arrangements for work experience placements. 
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(SUBJECT) MATHEMATICS - GCSE 
 

Head of Subject: Ms M G Moult 
  
Exam Board Edexcel Modular (B) 
  

 
 

 

Foundation Tier ï Overview of Content 
 

Statistics & Probability, Number 
& Algebra, Geometry & 
Measures 1 

Number & Algebra, Geometry & 
Measures 1 

Number & Algebra, Geometry & 
Measures 2 

This unit 1F contains: 

1. Statistics 

¶ Handling data cycle 

¶ Data collection 

¶ Data Representation 

¶ Analysing data 

¶ Interpreting data 

2. Probability 

¶ Probability measures 

¶ Relative frequency and 
theoretical probability 

¶ Mutually exclusive 
outcomes 

3. Number 

¶ Four operations 

¶ Decimals 

¶ Percentages 

¶ Equivalent fractions 

¶ Accuracy 

¶ Use of calculators 

4. Algebra 

¶ Expressions 

¶ Sequences 

¶ Coordinates 

5. Geometry and Measures 

¶ Angles 

¶ Scales and units 

 

 

 

This unit 2F contains: 

1. Number 

¶ The four operators 

¶ Decimals 

¶ Factors and multiples 

¶ Squares and roots 

¶ Index laws 

¶ Equivalent fractions 

¶ Recurring decimals 

¶ Find percentages 

¶ Ratio 

¶ Accuracy 

¶ Using calculators 

2. Algebra 

¶ Expressions 

¶ Factoring 

¶ Sequences 

¶ Formulae 

¶ Coordinates 

¶ Straight line graphs 

3. Geometry 

¶ Angle and triangles 

¶ Symmetry 

¶ Parallel lines 

¶ Quadrilaterals 

¶ Perimeter and area 

¶ 2-D presentations of 

¶ Area and volume 

4. Measures 

¶ Scales and units 

¶ Compound measures 

This unit 3F contains: 

1. Number 

¶ Four operations with    
fractions 

¶ Using percentages 

¶ Reciprocals 

¶ Using calculators 

2. Algebra 

¶ Index laws in expressions 

¶ Equations 

¶ Formulae 

¶ Inequalities 

¶ Trial and improvement 

¶ Coordinates 

¶ Straight line graphs 

3. Geometry 

¶ Polygons 

¶ Pythagorasô Theorem 

¶ Transformations 

¶ Constructions 

¶ Loci 

¶ Circle area 

¶ Prisms 

4. Measures 

¶ Bearings 

¶ Accurate drawings 

This unit builds on the knowledge, 
skills and understanding        
developed in units 1 and 2 



 

37 
 
 

 

Higher Tier ï Overview of Content 
 
Material introduced in the Higher Tier which is not included in the Foundation Tier is shown in 
bold 

 

Statistics & Probability, Number 
& Algebra, Geometry & 
Measures 1 

Number & Algebra, Geometry & 
Measures 1 

Number & Algebra, Geometry & 
Measures 2 

This unit 1H contains: 

1. Statistics 

¶ Handling data cycle 

¶ Data collection 

¶ Data representation 

¶ Analysing data 

¶ Interpreting data 

¶ Sampling 

¶ Box plot, histograms and 
cumulative frequency 

¶ Addition and 
multiplication of 
probabilities 

¶ Tree diagrams 

2. Probability 

¶ Probability measures 

¶ Relative frequency and 
theoretical probability 

¶ Mutually exclusive and 
independent events 

¶ Tree diagrams 

3. Number 

¶ Four operations 

¶ Decimals 

¶ Percentages 

¶ Equivalent fractions 

¶ Accuracy 

¶ Use of calculators 

4. Algebra 

¶ Expressions 

¶ Sequences 

¶ Coordinates 

¶ Straight line graphs 

¶ Gradients of lines 

5. Geometry and Measures 

¶ Angles 

¶ Compound measures 

 

 

 

This unit 2H contains: 

1. Number 

¶ The four operators 

¶ Factors and multiples 

¶ Roots and squares 

¶ Index notation 

¶ Index laws 

¶ Standard form 

¶ Four operations and 
fractions 

¶ Inverse operations 

¶ Rounding 

¶ Recurring decimals 

¶ Using percentages 

¶ Ratio 

¶ Using calculators 

2. Algebra 

¶ Manipulating expressions 

¶ Factoring 

¶ Formulae 

¶ Rational expressions 

¶ Sequences 

¶ Coordinates 

¶ Straight line graphs 

¶ Gradients of lines 

¶ Graphs of loci 

¶ Real life graphs 

3. Geometry 

¶ Angle calculations 

¶ Quadrilaterals 

¶ Symmetry 

¶ Parallel lines 

¶ Polygons 

¶ Perimeter and area 

¶ Circle theorems 

¶ 3-D shapes 

¶ Compound and surface 
area 

¶ Volume 

 

This unit 3H contains: 

1. Number 

¶ Index laws 

¶ Standard forms 

¶ Recurring decimals 

¶ Repeated percentage 
change 

¶ Compound interest 

¶ Reciprocals 

¶ Surds 

¶ Upper and lower bounds 

¶ Using calculators 

2. Algebra 

¶ Indices in expressions 

¶ Equations 

¶ Quadratic equations 

¶ Changing the subject of the 
formula 

¶ Inequalities 

¶ Trial and improvement 

¶ Gradients 

¶ Simultaneous equations 

¶ Graphs of functions 

¶ Graphs of loci 

¶ Quadratic graphs 

¶ Direct and indirect 
proportion 

¶ Transformation of 
functions 

3. Geometry 

¶ Congruence 

¶ Pythagorasô Theorem 

¶ Trigonometry 

¶ Circle theorems 

¶ Transformations 

¶ Constructions 

¶ Loci 

¶ ½ ab sin C 

¶ Mensuration 

¶ Vectors 
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Statistics & Probability, Number 
& Algebra, Geometry & 
Measures 1 

Number & Algebra, Geometry & 
Measures 1 

Number & Algebra, Geometry & 
Measures 2 

 

4. Measures 

¶ Scales and units 

¶ Compound measures 

 

4. Measures 

¶ Bearings 

¶ Scale drawings 

 
 

 

 
 Unit 1.  Statistics and  

Probability 
2.  Number, Algebra 

and Geometry 1 
3.  Number, Algebra 

and Geometry 2 

 
Foundation 

 
5MB1F 
 

¶ 30% of final mark 

¶ One written paper 

¶ Time ï 70 mins 

¶ 60 marks available 

¶ Calculator allowed 

¶ Answer all questions 

¶ Grades G ï C 
 
Exam:  March 2011 
 

 
5MB2F 
 

¶ 30% of final mark 

¶ One written paper 

¶ Time ï 70 mins 

¶ 60 marks available 

¶ NON ï calculator 

¶ Answer all questions 

¶ Grades G ï C  
 
Exam:  November 2011 

 
5MB3F 
 

¶ 40% of final mark 

¶ One written paper 

¶ Time ï 90 mins 

¶ 80 marks available 

¶ Calculator allowed 

¶ Answer all questions 

¶ Grades G ï C 
 
Exam:  May 2012 

 
Higher 
 

 
5MB1H 
 

¶ 30% of final mark 

¶ One written paper 

¶ Time ï 70 mins 

¶ 60 marks available 

¶ Calculator allowed 

¶ Answer all questions 

¶ Grades A* ï C  
 
Exam:  March 2011 
 

 
5MB2H 
 

¶ 30% of final mark 

¶ One written paper 

¶ Time ï 75 mins 

¶ 60 marks available 

¶ NON ï calculator 

¶ Answer all questions 

¶ Grades A* ï C 
 
Exam:  November 2011 

  
5MB3H 
 

¶ 40% of final mark 

¶ One written paper 

¶ Time ï 100 mins 

¶ 80 marks available 

¶ Calculator allowed 

¶ Answer all questions 

¶ Grades A* ï C 
 
Exam:  May 2012 

 
Assessment Objectives and Weightings 
  % in GCSE 

AO1: Recall and use their knowledge of the prescribed content 45 ï 55% 

AO2: Select and apply mathematical methods in a range of contexts 25 ï 35% 

AO3: Interpret and analyse problems and generate strategies to solve them 15 ï 25% 

 TOTAL  100% 
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Content Descriptors 
 

 

Ref Content  Descriptor Unit 

Number Foundation Higher 

N a Add subtract, multiply and divide any number Unit 1, Unit 2, 
Unit 3 

Unit 1, Unit 2, 
Unit 3 

N b Order rational numbers Unit 2 Unit 2 

N c Use the concepts and vocabulary of factor 
(divisor), multiply, common factor, Highest 
Common Factor (HCF), Least Common Multiple 
(LCM), prime number and prime factor 
decomposition 

Unit 2 Unit 2 

N d Use the terms square, positive and negative 
square root, cube and cube root 

Unit 2 Unit 2 

N e Use index notation for squares, cubes and 
powers of 10 

Unit 2 Unit 2 

N f Use index laws for multiplication and division of 
integer, fractional and negative powers 

Unit 2 Unit 2, Unit 3 

N g Interpret, order and calculate with numbers 
written in standard index form 

 Unit 2, Unit 3 

N h Understand equivalent fractions, simplifying a 
fraction by cancelling all common factors 

Unit 2 Unit 2 

N i Add and subtract fractions Unit 2 Unit 2 

N j Use decimal notation and recognise that each 
terminating decimal is a fraction 

Unit 1, Unit 2 Unit 1, Unit 2 

N k Recognise that recurring decimals are exact 
fractions, and that some exact fractions are 
recurring decimals 

Unit 2 Unit 2, Unit 3 

N l Understand that ópercentageô means ó number of 
parts per 100ô and use this to compare 
proportions 

Unit 1, Unit 2 Unit 1, Unit 2 

N m Use percentage, repeated proportional change Unit 1, Unit 2, 
Unit 3 

Unit 1, Unit 2, 
Unit 3 

N n Understand and use direct and indirect 
proportion 

 Unit 3 

N o  Interpret fractions, decimals and percentages as 
operators 

Unit 1, Unit 2, 
Unit 3 

Unit 1, Unit 3, 
Unit 3 

N p Use ratio notation, including reduction to its 
simplest form and its various links to fraction 
notation 

Unit 1, Unit 2 Unit 1, Unit 2 
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Ref Content  Descriptor Unit 

Number Foundation Higher 

N q Understand and use number operations and the 
relationships between them, including inverse 
operations and hierarchy of operations 

Unit 1, Unit 2, 
Unit 3 

Unit 1, Unit 2, 
Unit 3 

N r Use surds and p in exact calculations  Unit 2 

N s  Calculate upper and lower bounds  Unit 3 

N t Divide a quantity in a given ratio Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 1, Unit 2 

N u Approximate to specified or appropriate degrees 
of accuracy including a given power of ten, 
number of decimal places and significant figures 

Unit 1, Unit 2 Unit 1, Unit 2 

N v Use calculators effectively and efficiently, 
including trigonometrical and statistical 
functions 

Unit 1, Unit 3 Unit 1, Unit 3 
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Ref Content  Descriptor Unit 

Algebra Foundation Higher 

A a Distinguish the different roles played by letter 
symbols in algebra, using the correct notation 

Unit 1, Unit 2 Unit 1, Unit 2 

A b Distinguish in meaning between the words 
óequationô, formula, óidentityô and óexpressionô 

Unit 1, Unit 2 Unit 1, Unit 2 

A c Manipulate algebraic expressions by collecting 
like terms, by multiplying a single term over a 
bracket, and by taking out common factors, 
multiplying two linear expressions, 
factorising quadratic expressions including 
the difference of two squares and simplifying 
rational expressions 

Unit 2, Unit 3 Unit 2, Unit 3 

A d Set up and solve simple equations Unit 3 Unit 3 

A e Solve quadratic equations  Unit 3 

A f  Derive a formula, substitute numbers into a 
formula and change the subject of a formula 

Unit 2, Unit 3 Unit 2, Unit 3 

A g Solve linear inequalities in one or two variables, 
and represent the solution set on a number line 
or on a suitable diagram 

Unit 3 Unit 3 

A h Use systematic trial and improvement to find 
approximate solutions of equations where there 
is no simple analytical method of solving them 

Unit 3 Unit 3 

A i Generate terms of a sequence use term-to-term 
and position-to-term definitions of the sequence 

Unit 2 Unit 2 

A j Use linear expressions to describe the nth term of 
an arithmetic sequence 

Unit 2 Unit 2 

A k Use the conventions for coordinates in the plane 
and plot points in all four quadrants, including 
using geometric information 

Unit 2, Unit 3 Unit 2, Unit 3 

A l Recognise and plot equations that correspond to 
straight-line graphs in the coordinate plane, 
including find gradients 

Unit 1, Unit 2 Unit 2, Unit 3 

A m Understand that the form y = mx + c 
represents a straight line and that m is the 
gradient of the line and c is the value of the y- 
intercept 

 Unit 1, Unit 2 

A n Understand the gradients of parallel lines  Unit 2 

A o Find the intersection points of the graphs in a 
linear and quadratic function, knowing that 
these are the approximate solutions of the 
corresponding simultaneous equations 
representing the linear and quadratic 

 Unit 3 
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Ref Content  Descriptor Unit 

functions 

A p Draw, sketch, recognise graphs of simple 
cubic functions, the reciprocal function 

       1 

y = __ with x  ̧ 0, the function  0, the function 
y = kx for integer 
     x 

values of x and simple positive values of k, 
the trigonometric functions y = sin x and y = 
cos x 

 Unit 1, Unit 3 

A q Construct the graphs of simple loci  Unit 2, Unit 3 

A r Construct linear, quadratic and other functions 
from real-life problems and plot their 
corresponding graphs 

Unit 2 Unit 2, Unit 3 

A s Discuss, plot and interpret graphs (which may be  
non-linear) modelling real situations 

Unit 1, Unit 2, 
Unit 3 

Unit 1, Unit 2, 
Unit 3 

A t Generate points and plot graphs of simple 
quadratic  functions, and use these to find 
approximate solutions 

Unit 3 Unit 3 

A u Direct and inverse proportion  Unit 3 

A v Transformation of functions  Unit 3 
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Ref Content  Descriptor Unit 

Geometry Foundation Higher 

GM a Recall and use properties of angles at a point, 
angles on a straight line (including right 
angles), perpendicular lines, and opposite 
angles at a vertex 

Unit 1, Unit 2 Unit 1, Unit 2 

GM b Understand and use the angle properties of 
intersecting lines, triangles and quadrilaterals 

Unit 2 Unit 2 

GM c Calculate and use the sums of the interior and 
exterior angles of polygons 

Unit 3 Unit 2 

GM d Recall the properties and definitions of special 
types of quadrilateral, including square, 
rectangle, parallelogram, trapezium, kite and 
rhombus 

Unit 2 Unit 2 

GM e Recognise reflection and rotation symmetry of 
2-D shapes 

Unit 2 Unit 2 

GM f Understand congruence and similarity Unit 2, Unit 3 Unit 3 

GM g Use Pythagorasô theorem in 2-D and 3-D Unit 3 Unit 3 

GM h Use the trigonometric ratios and the sine 
and cosine rules to solve 2-D and 3-D 
problems 

 Unit 3 

GM i Distinguish between centre, radius, chord, 
diameter, circumference, tangent, arc, sector 
and segment 

Unit 2 Unit 2 

GM j Understand and construct geometrical 
proofs using circle theorems 

 Unit 2, Unit 3 

GM k Use 2-D representations of 3-D shapes Unit 2, Unit 3 Unit 2 

GM l Describe and transform 2-D shapes using 
single or combined rotations, reflections, 
translations, or enlargements by a positive 
then fractional or negative scale factors and 
distinguish properties that are preserved under 
particular transformations 

Unit 3 Unit 3 

GM v Use straight edge and a pair of compasses to 
do constructions 

Unit 3 Unit 3 

GM w Construct loci Unit 3 Unit 3 

GM x Calculate perimeters and areas of shapes 
made from triangles and rectangles and other 
shapes 

Unit 2 Unit 2 

GM y Calculate the area of a triangle using 

1 
__ ab sin C 

 Unit 3 
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Ref Content  Descriptor Unit 

Geometry Foundation Higher 

2 

GM z Find circumferences and areas of circles Unit 3 Unit 3 

GM aa Calculate volumes of right prisms and shapes 
made from cubes and cuboids 

Unit 2 Unit 2, Unit 3 

GM bb Solve mensuration problems involving 
more complex shapes and solids 

 Unit 3 

GM cc Use vectors to solve problems  Unit 3 
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Ref Content  Descriptor Unit 

Measures Foundation Higher 

GM m Use and interpret maps and scale drawings Unit 3 Unit 3 

GM n Understand and use the effect of enlargement 
for perimeter, area and volume of shapes and 
solids 

Unit 3 Unit 3 

GM o Interpret scales on a range of measuring 
instruments and recognise the inaccuracy of 
measurements 

Unit 1, Unit 2 Unit 1, Unit 2 

GM p Convert measurements from one unit to 
another 

Unit 1, Unit 2, 
Unit 3 

Unit 1, Unit 2, 
Unit 3 

GM q Make sensible estimates of a range of 
measures 

Unit 1, Unit 2 Unit 1, Unit 2 

GM r Understand and use bearings Unit 3 Unit 3 

GM s Understand and use compound measures Unit 2 Unit 2, Unit 3 

GM t Measure and draw lines and angles Unit 1, Unit 2 Unit 1, Unit 2 

GM u Draw triangles and other 2-D shapes using 
ruler and protractor 

Unit 3 Unit 3 
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Ref Content  Descriptor Unit 

Statistics Foundation Higher 

SP a Understand and use statistical problem solving 
process/handling data cycle 

Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP b Identify possible sources of bias Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP c Design and experience or survey Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP d Design data-collection sheets distinguishing 
between different types of data 

Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP e Extract data from printed tables and lists Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP f Design and use two-way tables for discrete and 
grouped data 

Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP g Produce charts and diagrams for various data 
types 

Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP h Calculate median, mean, range, quartiles and 
interquartile range, mode and modal class 

Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP l Interpret a wide range of graphs and diagrams 
and draw conclusions 

Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP j Look at data to find patterns and exceptions Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP k Recognise correlation and draw and/or use 
lines of best fit by eye, understanding shat 
these represent 

Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP l Compare distributions and make inferences Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP u Use calculators efficiently and effectively, 
including statistical functions 

Unit 1 Unit 1  

 



 

47 
 

 

 

Ref Content  Descriptor Unit 

Probability Foundation Higher 

SP m Understand and use the vocabulary of 
probability and probability scale 

Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP n Understand and use estimates or measures 
of probability from theoretical models 
(including equally likely outcomes), or from 
relative frequency 

Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP o List all outcomes for single events, and for 
two successive events, in a systematic way 
and derive relative probabilities 

Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP p Identify different mutually exclusive outcomes 
and know that the sum of the probabilities of 
all these outcomes is 1 

Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP q Know when to add or multiply two 
probabilities: when A and B are mutually 
exclusive, then the probability of A and B 
occurring is P(A) + P(B), whereas when A 
and B are independent events, the 
probability of A and B are occurring is 
P(A) x P(B) 

 Unit 1 

SP r Use tree diagrams to represent outcomes 
of compound events, recognising when 
events are independent 

 Unit 1 

SP s Compare experimental data and theoretical 
probabilities 

Unit 1 Unit 1 

SP t Understand that if they repeat an experiment, 
they may ï and usually will ï get different 
outcomes, and that increasing sample size 
generally leads to better estimates of 
probability and population characteristics 

Unit 1 Unit 1  
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(SUBJECT) MEDIA 

 

Head of Subject Mrs J Chappell 
  
Assessment Double Award ï worth 2 GCSEs 
Coursework 60% 
Examination 40% 
  

Course Description: 
Candidates will study a range of media forms and platforms (e.g. print and electronic 
publishing, moving image, radio and web-based technology) in relation to four Key 
Concepts: 

¶ Media Language: forms and conventions 

¶ Audience 

¶ Institutions 

¶ Representation 
 
Unit 1: Investigating the media 
The aim of this unit is to enable students to develop their critical understanding of the role of 
mass media in society. This unit is worth 20% of the Double Award and is externally 
assessed in a one and half hour examination. The topic of assessment is externally set and 
a brief will be released to students prior to the examination to allow for research and 
planning. 
 
Unit 2: Understanding the Media 
The aim of this unit is for students to develop an understanding of how and why media texts 
are produced as they are. This unit is worth 30% of the Double Award. Candidates must 
produce three assignments, covering a range of media. 
Assignment 1: Introduction to the Media 
Assignment 2: Cross-Media Study 
Assignment 3: Practical Production and Evaluation 
 
Unit 3: Exploring Media Industries 
The aim of this unit is encourage candidates to explore media industries and how they 
operate. This unit is worth 20% of the Double Award and is assessed in a one and half hour 
examination. 
 
Unit 4: Responding to a Media Brief 
The aim of this unit is for candidates to produce a campaign across two media platforms in 
response to an industry related brief. The unit is worth 30% of the Double Award. Students 
will produce research and planning materials, two production pieces and an evaluation of 
500 words. 
 
During the 2-year course students can expect to study magazines, newspapers, music 
videos, music promotion materials, advertising, radio, film, television programmes and 
websites. It is expected that they will have a prior interest in the media and will take 
opportunities to broaden their experience of different media texts. We will be discussing 
current media debates and issues, so students will benefit from taking an interest in the 
news and press. 
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Practical production is an important aspect of the course so students should be interested in 
design and comfortable using new technology.  This is an exciting opportunity to gain 
experience of a rapidly expanding industry as well as gain 2 GCSEs. Students will need to 
be motivated and organised in order to complete all units successfully. 
 



 

50 
 

 

 

 

(SUBJECT) MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

 

Acting Head of Subject: Ms D Bryan 
  
Assessment  
Controlled assessment - 
writing 

30% 

Controlled assessment - 
speaking 

30% 

Final examinations ï 
listening and reading 

40% 

  

Course Description: 
You will be assessed in each of the following skills: 

o AT1 (Listening) the ability to understand and respond to spoken language ï 20% 
o AT2 (Speaking) the ability to communicate in speech ï 30% 
o AT3 (Reading) the ability to read, understand and respond to written language ï 20% 
o AT4 (Writing) the ability to communicate in writing ï 30% 

 
You will produce spoken and written work for assessment covering three of these  four broad 
themes: 

A. Media and culture 
B. Sport and leisure 
C. Travel and Tourism 
D. Business, work and employment 

 
You will also learn more general language which will be tested in the listening and reading 
exams, and which will cover the areas of ñout and aboutò, ñcustomer service and 
transactionsò, ñpersonal informationò and ñfuture plans, education and workò. 
 
Two tiers of examination will be available for the listening and reading examinations, 
targeted at the following grades: 
Higher tier:            A*-D 
Foundation tier:    C-G 
 
You may be entered for foundation or higher in each of the 4 separate skills and we can 
even tailor the tiers for you individually.  We can make this decision with you in year 11, 
depending on how you have done during the course.  
 
Exam board - EDEXCEL 
French (2FR01), German (2GN01) and Spanish (2SP01) 
 
Recommended resources:  French/German/Spanish dictionary (Collins Easy Learning 
recommended).  
 
Why should I study these courses? 
If you enjoy communicating with other people, finding out how language works and learning 
about different countries and cultures, studying French, German or Spanish at GCSE is an 
excellent choice for you!  You will be able to share your interests, ideas and opinions with 
other people who speak your chosen language(s) and learn about the countries where they 
are spoken and get a lot more out of a trip there.  You will add an international dimension to 
your choice of GCSE subjects, which is something many future employers and higher 
education providers look for.  You will learn many skills which are useful in a wide range of 
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future careers, such as the ability to communicate clearly, being confident about speaking in 
public, using problem-solving strategies, etc.  You will even improve your grasp of English.  
You will keep your options open and create greater opportunities for yourself to work abroad, 
or for companies in the UK with international links. Many employers look for people who 
speak a foreign language as it shows you are open-minded and tolerant.  Learning a 
language gives you new ways to think and changes your perspective on things. 
 
Where could these courses take me? 
Most students will continue to study a foreign language in Years 10 and 11.  There are three 
things that you should always remember about languages: 
 
1.  Itôs a multilingual world ï not everyone speaks English. 
 94% of the world does not speak English as their first language. 
 75% of the world does not speak English at all.  

 
2.  You do not have to be fluent in a language ï a little language can make a lot of 

difference.   
 Even the basic phrases make a real difference.  Jobs from receptionist to top level 

management need language skills.  Many people in the public eye speak more than 
one language and find that it makes a difference to the way they see the world eg Lady 
Gaga (French), Davina McCall (French), Geri Halliwell (Spanish),  Angelina Jolie, 
Johnny Depp (French), Kylie Minogue (French), Shakira (Spanish), David Beckham 
(Spanish), Jonny Wilkinson (French). 
 

3.  Languages improve the quality of your life and your understanding of how other 
people live and think.   

 You can travel more and meet new people.  You could even earn more in your job one 
day!  France is the UKôs third largest export market.  German is the second most 
spoken language (after Russian) in multinational business throughout the EU.  UK-
based companies dealing with customers and clients in the many French, German or 
Spanish-speaking countries all need staff speaking those languages.   

 
Choosing a second foreign language 
Some students will also choose to study a second foreign language, whether French, 
German or Spanish.  This is recommended if you have shown an aptitude for your first 
foreign language and are enthusiastic and dedicated. The course might suit you if you have 
links with the country of the second language, family connections there or wish to study 
languages at 6th form or degree level.  The work needs to be intensive in order for you to 
reach examination standard, but students often find that they make excellent progress, as 
they already know how to learn a language and can make many links between English, their 
first and second foreign languages.  So, if you enjoy languages and are well-motivated, this 
could be an exciting challenge for you.  If you think you might like to study an additional 
foreign language, you should consult your language teacher before deciding. 
 
How you can help:  Please help your son/daughter with regular learning of vocabulary and 
speaking preparation. Ensure that he/she has a good dictionary. Watch DVDs in 
French/German/Spanish with English subtitles.  Encourage your son/daughter to maintain 
good study habits and meet all deadlines.  Discourage the use of online internet translators. 
Encourage your son/daughter to show a greater interest in the wider world community and 
other cultures. 
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(SUBJECT) MUSIC (GCSE) 

 

Head of Subject: Mrs A William-Jones / Mrs S Boulton 
  
Assessment  
Coursework composing 
Coursework performance 
 

30% (internally marked) 
30% (internally marked) 
 

Listening Test 40% (externally marked) 
  

Course Description: 
This course focuses around the elements of listening, composing and performing. You will 
experience music from a diverse range of sources and be encouraged to use music 
technology in your coursework ï both in composition and recording. You will also have the 
opportunity to develop your performing skills through performing alone and with others. 
Throughout the course you will be able to work in many different styles and to experiment 
and develop your own style of work. 
 
Composition: 
Candidates are encouraged to compose in a variety of styles, and to produce two pieces of 
music during the course for submission, of which they must perform in or direct the first. The 
use of music technology is encouraged for creating, recording and storing work in progress. 
Topics for composition can include: 
o Popular song 
o Classical traditions 
o 20th century music 
o World music 
 
Performance 
Candidates may perform on any instrument or voice, both alone and in ensemble. Numerous 
opportunities will be given for performance - both inside and outside school.  
 
The ability to play an instrument or to be a competent singer is necessary for this course.  
 
Listening examination 
Consisting of one paper, the examination looks at music from all ages, styles and cultures 
based upon a series of óSet Worksô which will be studied during the course. Questions are 
based upon music played during the examination itself. The answers can be one word or 
one idea but also give scope for longer responses. Answers are made on the exam paper 
itself.  
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(SUBJECT) PHYSICAL EDUCATION (GCSE) 

 
Head of Subject: 

 
Ms C Maggs 

  
Assessment  
Practical performance 60% 
Examining Board AQA ï Physical Education  
Examination 40% 

 

Why choose PE? 
This specification follows on from the Key Stage 3 Physical Education programme of study 
by providing students with exciting opportunities to lead a healthy and active lifestyle by 
choosing from a variety of roles and activities in which to participate in physical activity. 
 
The content of this GCSE Physical Education specification is designed to enable students to 
enjoy and understand the benefits of living a healthy and active lifestyle; to provide a route to 
further study in Further Education awards, such as A levels and/or the new Diplomas, and to 
Higher Education in PE as well as to related career opportunities. 
 
Course Description: 
The course is based on a syllabus that enables candidates to improve their ability to plan, 
perform and evaluate physical activities and develops skills and understanding in a range of 
activities.  There will be a wide variety of roles and activities to choose from and participate in, 
including Player/Performer, Organiser, Leader/coach, Choreographer or Official. 
 
Practical element 
All candidates have a controlled assessment (worth 60%) from at least two different groups: 
 

¶ Outwitting opponents in Game Activities 

¶ Gymnastic Activities 

¶ Dance Activities 

¶ Athletic Activities 

¶ Outdoor and Adventurous Activities  

¶ Fitness and Health Activities 
 
At least two performances must be as a player/performer and at least one must be in a different 
role (i.e. Organiser, Leader/coach, Choreographer or Official.  
 
Pupils need to be aware that of the 60% of the course is awarded for the practical aspect 
of this course. 
 
Examination  
Knowledge and understanding for the active participant 

 
Candidates sit a one and a half hour exam.  The paper is split into 3 sections; 
 

¶ Multiple choice 

¶ Short answer questions 

¶ Extended answers based on a scenario issued prior to the examination. 
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Units will include: 
 

¶ Health, Fitness and a healthy active lifestyle.  

¶ Training.  

¶ Diet.  

¶ School influences. 

¶ Emotional health and wellbeing.  

¶ Cultural and social factors.  

¶ Vocational opportunities.  

¶ Media, Sponsorship and Competitions. 
 
Pupils need to be aware that of the 40% of the course is awarded for the Theory aspect 
of this course. 
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(SUBJECT) RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (short course) 

 

Head of Subject: Miss R Lawson 
  
Assessment  
Coursework 0% 
Examination 100% 
  

 
Course Description: 
 
The Religious Education Department has introduced a new course for all Key Stage 4 
students. This course gives all students the opportunity to gain a GCSE (½ credit) in 
Religious Education. 
 
The course will examine many of the important, topical, religious and moral issues of today 
which affect our multi-cultural society. The course involves a thematic study of some central 
questions and issues in human life and experience and explores the relevance of religious 
beliefs, practices, values and traditions to these questions and issues. 
 
Students will be encouraged to think through some of the big questions of life in a safe and 
questioning environment, so that they can become sure of their own views and be able to 
discuss them openly with others. 
 
The course will help to prepare students to work and to deal with people of different cultures 
and beliefs, broadening their understanding of the world and its people. This course 
examines the beliefs, values, practices and traditions of two religions; Christianity and 
Hinduism. 
 
Board: WJEC 
 
 
How you can help:   
 
Encourage your child to regularly read national and local newspapers (they could begin a 
scrapbook of articles on current and topical issues) 
Encourage your child to listen regularly to a news programme (they could begin a diary of 
relevant articles) 
Visits to Christian and Hindu places of worship. 
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(SUBJECT) RETAIL (BTEC First Certificate ï intermediate) 

 
Head of Subject: Mrs J Turner 
Assessment  
Coursework 100% 
Examination There are no formal exams.  Assessment is through 

coursework units which are verified by an external moderator. 
 

 Equivalent to 2 GCSEs Grades A ï C 
Duration: 2 years 
 

The BTEC First Certificate in Retail has been developed to focus on the provision of 
opportunities for learners to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal qualities and 
essential attitudes. 
 
Retail is an exciting and diverse sector of industry with a vast range of career opportunities.  
It covers areas such as food retailing, fashion retailing and many more.  This is a practical 
course which allows for many different learning styles, reflecting the nature of work within the 
retail sector.  Learners are encouraged to work creatively, researching and carrying out 
assignments based on the workplace. 
 
Learners are encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and achievement, 
taking into account industry standards for behaviour and performance.  
 
Course content: 
Two Core Units: 
 

¶ Introduction to Retail Services 

¶ Retail Selling and Customer Service 
 
And one Specialist Unit from a list including: 
 

¶ Advertising and Sales in Retail 

¶ Stock Control and Security in  Retail 

¶ Transport, Distribution and Storage I Retail 

¶ Fashion Retailing 

¶ Food Retailing 

¶ Introduction to Careers in Retailing 
 
Skills required: 
You will need to be hard working, well organised and self motivated in order to be 
successful.  You should also be interested in the business world and the retail industry. 
 
Where will this course take me? 
 
The BTEC First Diploma in Retail will enable you to progress to a BTEC National course in a 
related subject such as Business, and will give you the skills required to be a successful 
sixth form student. 
 
Board:  Edexcel 
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(SUBJECT) SCIENCE 

 

Head of Subject: Dr J Lewthwaite and Mr M Stow 

 

 

 

Before making a decision about which Science course to choose, make sure 
you discuss your options with your Science teacher. A brief guide is shown 
below. 
 

 

 



 

58 
 

 

 

 

Science Options Information 
 

Option Separate Sciences 
(3 GCSEs) 

Core and 
Additional 
Science 
(2 GCSEs) 

BTEC Applied 
Science 
(2 GCSE 
equivalents) 

Core Science 
(1 GCSE) 

Timetabling 15 hours per cycle; 
three specialist 
teachers 

10 hours per cycle; 
two teachers 
 

5 hours per cycle,; 
one teacher 

5 hours                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
per cycle; one 
teacher 
 

Content Four units of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics 
studied across Years 
10 and 11 

Core Science studied 
in year 10; one 
additional unit of 
Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics studied 
in Year 11  
                                 

Three units covering 
Chemistry 
applications, 
Biological systems 
and Physical Science 
applications 

Six core units 
covering Biology, 
Chemistry and 
Physics topics  

Skills In addition to skills 
gained through Core 
and Additional Science, 
students will have an 
in-depth understanding 
of fundamental 
Science, current 
technologies and 
topical Science issues  
 

In addition to skills 
gained through Core 
Science, students will 
have a good grasp of 
the fundamental 
Scientific skills 
needed to study 
Science beyond 
GCSE 

An appreciation of 
the applications of 
Science. In addition 
to the following skills, 
report writing, 
communication skills, 
information 
technology research 
skills, verbal 
reasoning and 
organisational skills  

Appreciation of 
Science in society, 
evaluation of 
Science claims, 
communication, 
data presentation 
and analysis 

Assessment 
Exams  

Students sit two 30 
minute objective tests 
(worth 12.5% of one 
GCSE) and two written 
examinations (worth 
25% of one GCSE) for 
Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics throughout 
Years 10 and 11 
 

In addition to Core 
Science 
examinations, 
students sit one 
written examination 
for each additional 
unit in Year 11. 
These are worth 25% 
of one GCSE grade 

No formal external 
examinations 

Students sit six 30 
minute objective 
tests throughout 
Years 10 and 11, 
each worth 12.5% 
of the final grade 

Coursework Students will carry out a 
number of investigative 
skills assignments 
(ISAôs) these will be 
assessed by 
completion of a 45 min 
written paper. Three 
are submitted, 
contributing 25% of the 
final grade 
 

Students will carry 
out a number of 
investigative skills 
assignments (ISAôs) 
these will be 
assessed by 
completion of a 45 
min written paper. 
Two are submitted, 
contributing 25% of 
the final grade 

Entirely assessed 
through assignments 

Students will carry 
out a number of 
investigative skills 
assignments 
(ISAôs) these will be 
assessed by 
completion of a 45 
min written paper. 
One is submitted, 
contributing 25% of 
the final grade 

 

 
Discuss which option is best for you with your Science Teacher. 
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(SUBJECT) SPORT - BTEC FIRST CERTIFICATE  

 
Head of Subject Miss C Maggs 
  
Assessment  
Coursework 100% 
Examination n/a 
  

 

Level:  Level 2 
Board:  EDEXCEL 
Duration:  2 years 
Equivalent to: 2 GCSEôs Grades A*-C 

Introduction 
 
This programme is designed for students who want to pursue a career in Sport. It is a 
practical course which will give you the opportunity to complete assignments and activities 
with a focus on a sports environment. It will give you a good feel for what it will be like to 
work in the industry as well as developing your communication, IT, time management and 
teamwork skills. It is equivalent to 2 GCSEôs Grades A*-C. You will be assessed on the 
assignment work that you undertake during the year and will be given an overall grade at the 
end of the year. There are no formal exams. 
 
Compulsory Option: 
- Health, Safety and Injury 
 
Specialist Units:  
- Practical Sport 
- Planning and Leading Sports Activities 
 
Skills Required 
You will need to be hardworking, well organised and self-motivated in order to be 
successful.  You will need a basic level of IT, numeracy and communication skills.  Most of 
all you will need to be interested in sport and fitness.  
 
Where will this course take me? 
The BTEC First Certificate in Sport will enable you to progress to an Advanced Level course 
in Sport/Leisure Studies or BTEC National Qualification in Sport, which will enable you to 
progress to degree courses in associated areas as well as Teaching. You could alternatively 
go into employment in the sport and leisure industry working and coaching young people in 
sport. 
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(SUBJECT) TRAVEL AND TOURISM (BTEC First Certificate) 

 

Head of Subject: Miss H Kenyon 
  
Assessment  
Based on assignment work  
No formal exams  
  

 
Course Description: 
 
BTEC FIRST CERTIFICATE IN TRAVEL AND TOURISM     
Level:  2 (GCSE level) 
Board:  EDEXCEL 
 
Introduction 
 
This is a practical course which will give you the opportunity to complete assignments and 
activities based on realistic situations linked to working in the Travel and Tourism industry as 
well as organising and taking part in events and study visits. It will give you a good feel for 
what it will be like to work in the industry as well as developing your communication, IT, time 
management and teamwork skills. It is equivalent to 2 GCSEôs Grades A*-C. You will be 
assessed on the assignment work that you undertake during the year and will be given an 
overall grade at the end of the year. There are no formal exams. 
 
Course Content 
 
Travel and Tourism has become an important part of how we live today. This programme 
covers: 

¶ A broad overview of the UK travel and tourism industry  

¶ Exploration of different approaches to customer service within travel and tourism, 
along with the skills and techniques associated with excellent customer service. 

¶ An understanding of what the UK has to offer tourists  

¶ An introduction to holiday destinations in Europe catering for a wide range of tastes 
and customer needs. 

 
2 Compulsory Options: 
 
- The UK Travel and Tourism Industry 
- Exploring Customer Service in Travel and Tourism 
 
Optional Units (you choose 1) 
 
- European Holiday Destinations 
- UK Travel and Tourism Destinations 
 
Skills Required 
 
You will need to be hardworking, well organised and self-motivated in order to be 
successful.  You will need a basic level of IT, numeracy and communication skills.  Most of 
all you will need to be interested in the leisure and tourism industry. 
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Where will this course take me? 
 
The BTEC First Certificate in Travel and Tourism will enable you to progress to an 
AVCE/BTEC National course in a related subject, for example, BTEC National Award in 
Travel and Tourism, AVCE Leisure and Tourism, all of which will enable you to progress to 
degree courses in Tourism Management and other similar Business Management Courses 
and Teaching. You could alternatively go into employment as cabin crew, resort reps, 
working in an airport or travel agency or other areas in the Leisure, Travel and Tourism 
industry.  
 

 


