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Chipping Sodbury School 

Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

May  
24th Parents Evening 5 (Y7/Y8) 
June  
7th Y12 HE Apprenticeship 
Info Evening 
20th Science Fair 
20th Sports Personality 25th- 

15th July 2022  

It has been such a pleasure to see so many students participating in the summer       
celebratory events this term.  We thoroughly enjoyed the summer music concert in the 
Town Hall during the Festival week.  So many of our students are incredibly talented 
and it was a fantastic showcase of their musical abilities.  A week later, we were back in 
the Town Hall to celebrate the successes of those who have participated in and excelled 
in various sports at our Sports Personality of the Year.  The guest speaker, Jane Leonard 
was so impressed with our school, she is keen to continue working with us and we look 
forward to further partnership next academic year.  Despite having to make some 
amendments to our original plans for Sports Day, our two shortened sessions worked 
really well and we saw superb student engagement with some very strong individual 
performances. It was a tight competition, but Frome House were the overall winners.   
 
Parent/student Feedback 
 
Thank you to those parents/carers who have provided valuable feedback through our online survey.  In addition, we 
have conducted a number of student voice activities to gain their opinions on a range of matters, all with a view to help 
shape our school community as we move forwards.  The overall feedback has been scrutinised along with the opinions 
of individuals.  Inevitably, there will be different views and we strive to find the best way forwards whilst recognising 
opinions will differ.  Some key headlines: 
 
Parents’ Evenings – 77% of respondents were in favour/neutral about keeping most Parents’ Evenings online.  We have 
shared some frustrations this past year that at times the technology has let us down and we have been working with 
the IT provider to improve the service.  We will maintain the online meetings for most sessions but monitor the quality 
of the service.  Appointments have been 5 minutes in length for many years and well before we had to move online.  
Unfortunately, it is not possible to move to 10 minute appointments as there is insufficient working time for some staff 
to meet that demand – it could easily add to up 10 hours in length for a single year group.  There is always the offer for 
a follow up conversation should you require further feedback or you are not able to make an appointment on the day.  
The booking system remains the same which has been used for a number of years. 
 
School uniform – the vast majority of respondents, 85%, agreed that students look smart in their school uniform and 
there is clearly a demand for greater access to second hand uniform.  This is something we are keen to develop.  Items 
of good quality second hand uniform would be welcomed if your child has out-grown the clothing.  If any parent/carer 
would be willing to assist in periodically setting up a ‘second hand stall’, we would welcome volunteers.  Please contact 
us via the enquiries@chippingsodburyschool.com email address and we will liaise regarding the practicalities.  Recently 
the governors have reviewed our uniform and scrutinised a cost compared to other companies.  Whilst there have 
been some difficulties with the supply by Monkhouse this past year, we have been reassured that they have plenty of 
stock and have put measures in place to improve their service.  The cost comparison demonstrates this supplier        
remains the cheapest and they are local.  However, we will continue to monitor the quality and cost of the clothing and 
the service provided by Monkhouse.  The policy for school uniform can be found on the website and there is always the 
offer of assistance should any family be struggling to purchase the key items of clothing.  Most respondents to the   
survey are aware the school will help where necessary, but only half knew there are only 5 items of uniform which 
need to be purchased from Monkhouse.  Many of the badged items of clothing are optional for example the PE sweat-
shirt, leggings and joggers. 

...continued 

 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

July 2022 
21st Mufti (no charity 
contribution required) 
21st End of Term 6  
September 2022 
1st Start of Term 1 
1st INSET DAY—school closed 
2nd Year 7 and Year 12 only 
5th All students in school (week 1 
on timetable) 
14th Open Evening 
29th Y11 Cotswold Edge 
Information Evening 
October 2022 
6th Cotswold Edge Open Evening 
at Brimsham Green 
19th Y12/Y13 New York trip 
19th Y7 Tutor Evening 
21st End of Term 1 
31st Start of Term 2 

mailto:enquiries@chippingsodburyschool.com
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continued … 
 

South Gloucestershire Council provides, in exceptional circumstances, an essential school clothing grant to help        
parents/carers on low incomes purchase school clothes for their child/children.  The details can be found here.  There 
is also a school uniform exchange arranged by South Gloucestershire Council, those details can be found here. 
 

School day – only 6% of respondents disagreed with the proposal to manage the expectation from the DfE for an      
additional 10 minutes per day.  This has largely been regarded a pragmatic response by parents/carers and staff.  
Therefore, school will start at 8.45am and finish at 3.10pm with a 40 minute lunch break from September 2022. 
 

Student welfare support – 77% of respondents were positive about the additional capacity to support student        
wellbeing and mental health. 
 

There was a very positive response to broadening the opportunities for parents/carers to engage further with the 
school.  With this in mind, we are keen to respond to ensure we work closely together and will communicate    
throughout the year to develop this important part of our relationship.   
 

Staffing Update 
 

Mrs Nicola Finch started work at Chipping Sodbury School as a newly qualified teacher 18 years ago.  She has worked 
tirelessly in our TDI faculty and has taught many students in the Access Centre.  Mrs Finch has secured a full-time post 
in a local school where I am sure she will continue to have a very positive impact on young people’s education.  After a 
very successful 15 years, Mr Chris Whitfield will be leaving Chipping Sodbury School having secured a very                  
well-deserved promotion.  He will be greatly missed and I wish to publicly thank him for his incredible hard work and 
dedication to our school; I am sure he will flourish in his new post as Assistant Headteacher.  We are also saying     
goodbye to Miss Fran Downs, Teaching Assistant who is moving to a school much closer to home and to Mrs Kayleigh 
Fox, Teaching Assistant, who has reached the end of her contract.  Earlier this term, we said a sad farewell to Mrs Jenny 
Lovell, Teaching Assistant who has started a well-deserved retirement, Mr Paolo Spano, Teaching Assistant who was 
approaching the end of his contract and secured a very exciting post in another school and Miss Tracy Green,           
temporary Teaching Assistant who was also approaching the end of her contract and equally has been appointed as a 
permanent member of staff at another school.  Mrs Charlie Gilmore who is currently on maternity leave is thoroughly 
enjoying being a full time Mum and has decided not to return to the teaching profession at the moment to take a     
career break.  I wish to thank all these colleagues for their hard work and commitment to our students and school  
community.  I am sure you will join me in wishing them all the very best in their new ventures. 
 

We will be welcoming a number of new colleagues in September and I will update you in the first newsletter of the 
school year. 
 

Cost of living pressures 
 

You may have seen a recent piece on HTV news where we were filmed talking about the impact of the rising cost of 
living on young people in our school.  We have been overwhelmed with the incredible kindness and generosity of some 
members of our school and wider community.  We wish to say an enormous thank you for your thoughtfulness.  Please 
be reassured that if you wish to discuss particular worries about your child, please feel able to have a discreet           
conversation; if we can help we will.  There is always an offer to assist with uniform and we may be able to help in   
other ways.  Do feel able to speak in confidence with a member of staff. 
 
Finally, I do encourage all students to keep reading and ticking over key topics for each of their subjects during the   
holidays.  Most importantly, I trust everyone can rest and relax this summer ready for September.  I wish to pay tribute 
to all staff and Governors at Chipping Sodbury School.  It has been quite a year for our school community with a        
tremendous amount of hard work.  Have a great summer!  
 

Katherine Turner 
Headteacher 

https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=ebLIMFqaRwQ
https://m.facebook.com/groups/797819660612935/
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Shape of the school day from September 2022 
 
8.45am   tutor time including the new Literacy Legends reading programme 
   (students should arrive by 8.40am at the latest for line up) 
9.10-10.10am  period 1 
10.10- 11.10am  period 2 
11.10-11.30am   break 
11.30am-12.30pm period 3 
12.30-1.30pm  period 4* 
1.30-2.10pm  lunch* 
2.10-3.10pm  period 5 
 
*Please note lunchtime will now be an hour later than the current pattern of lessons.  This year we have reflected on 
the structure of the school day including research to look at the impact of lesson time on behaviour for learning.  A 
later lunch was very popular with students during COVID times when we had to run the school with zones and bub-
bles.  We are now in a position to make this change moving forwards.  This will not impact on Post 16 teaching at all 
and the Cotswold Edge bus service will run as usual at the regular times. 
 
We recognise for some students, this change may impact on eating patterns and their health.  We will work together 
to ensure nobody suffers and health does come first.  Should you wish to discuss practicalities and how we work     
together, please contact the relevant tutor or Head of House. 
 
This pattern also reflects the requirement by the DfE to increase the school day by 10 minutes. 
 
 
Start of Term 1 September 2022 
 
Thursday 1st September  Staff INSET day, school closed to students. 
Friday 2nd September  Start of term for years 7 and 12 only.  Year 7 should arrive by 8.40am and will leave at 
    3.10pm.  Year 12 should arrive for 9.30am for morning induction and will leave 
    around lunchtime.  Further details will be available on results day. 
Monday 5th September  All year groups should arrive by 8.40am, lessons to start following the handing out of 
    timetables. 
 
 
GCSE and ‘A’ Level Results Day Arrangements 
 
‘A’ Level  Results Day:  Thursday, 18th August 8.30—10.00am in the Sixth Form Study Space 
GCSE Results Day:  Thursday, 25th August 9.00—10.30am in the Sixth Form Study Space 
 
 

Homework Club 
 
From September, Homework Club will be open Monday to Friday in the Library from 3.10 to 4.10pm. 
 

 

School Uniform 

 
If families have any spare uniform in good condition, we’d be very grateful to receive donations.  We have a number 
of families struggling with the current cost of living crisis and this is one way we can help to support them.  If you 
could send any donations in to reception for the attention of Miss Claire Mayes we would be very grateful. 
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Greenpower, Castle Combe Heat—Sunday, 11th September 
 
Chipping Sodbury’s Greenpower teams will be competing in our local Greenpower event on Sunday, 11th September. 
Our four teams are Rotary Racer, POD Movement, Sodbury Chargers and Chain Reaction. We are really proud of our 
four teams and should you wish to come along and support us at the race we look forward to seeing you there. Entry 
to the site is free. 
 
Event Time table: 
 
07:30 Team Arrival 
08:15 Scrutineering opens 
09:00 Team Briefing 
09:30  Practice (90mins) 
11:15 IET F24 line up 
11:30 IET F24 Race 1 (90mins) 
13:45 IET F24+ line up 
14:00 IET F24+ Round 9 (60mins) 
15:15 IET F24 line up 
15:30 IET F24 Race 2 (90mins) 
17: 15  Final Ceremony 
 
Please note all timings are liable to change 
 
 
News from the PE Department 
 
Sports Personality 2022  

 
The PE Department held their first annual sports awards evening for two years at the town hall 
on Monday 21st June.  Everyone looked amazing and it was lovely to once again be able to review 
the year in terms of sporting success and also to acknowledge our most committed and talented 
sports performers.  We had the pleasure of a guest speaker, Jane Leonard, a member of the    
England and Army combined services rugby team who gave a very inspirational presentation to 
all that attended.  Congratulations to all that were invited and thank you for the commitment 
that you have shown to sport and PE over the past 12 months.  Special mention should go to Levi 
in year 11 who won the main award of the evening for his dedication and commitment in PE over 
the past 5 years.  Congratulations Levi and good luck in your future sporting endeavours.   
 

 
Sports Days 
 
We held our first sports day for 2 years this week and had to adapt slightly because of 
the warm weather, (makes a change from the rain that usually causes us problems).  We 
split the day over two mornings with year 7 and 8 competing on Tuesday morning in 
their athletic and rounders events and, year 9 and 10 following on the Wednesday.  The 
whole school came up to the top field for the final hour of Wednesday morning to show 
support and compete in the students and staff relay teams.  The students were amazing, 
engaging fully in their events and supporting each other throughout.  The overall       
winners of sports day were Frome house who all received medals for their amazing 
achievement.  Congratulations to all who competed and in particular to all students in 
the winning house. 
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Sixth Form News  
 
The exams are now complete and we had a wonderful evening celebrating with our Year 13 students at their Gala   
Dinner on Friday 1st July. Our annual prize giving and farewell to parents took place at the start of the evening and a 
huge congratulations to all of our award winners. Subject awards were presented as follows: 
 
Art – Sophie Knight, Photography – Jacob Lavercombe, Physics – Ollie Steele-Davies, Biology – Lewis Adams, Chemistry 
– Alice Doody, Film Studies – Liam Palmer, Textiles – Ellie Potts, Psychology – Alice Doody, Sociology – Megan Cox, 
Mathematics – Joseph Bidwell and PE – Ed Walters.  
 
The Townlands Charity sponsor the Contribution to School Life Award and this was awarded to Lewis Adams, with the     
Academic Achievement Award being presented to Alice Doody.  
 
Chipping Sodbury Rotary sponsor the Endeavour Award which was presented to Giles Millais.  
 
We really do appreciate the sponsorship from each of these organisations.  
 
Being Head of Sixth Form is a real privilege and each year being able to see the students leave school having secured 
fantastic apprenticeships and university places is such a rewarding experience. I do wish every one of our Sixth Form 
students success in their next steps and I look forward to seeing you again on 18th August 8.30am – 10.00am for your 
results.  
 
Year 12 are busy preparing themselves for their final year and have started their UCAS applications and personal  
statements. Just a reminder, if your son/daughter is planning on applying for Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry or          
Veterinary the applications have to be completed and sent by 15th October. 
 
We have a busy last week planned for the end of term as Year 12 will be presenting their EPQ findings and we have the 
London trip planned.    
 
A group of Year 12 have been working with GrassRoutes this year and have  
successfully completed a Leadership programme. The finale to this was a      
fantastic day at Bristol Harbourside canoeing. 
 
We held our Yr 11 into 12 Induction and it was great to meet our new students, 
who had the opportunity to visit all Cotswold Edge campuses and find out 
about the logistics of being a Sixth Form student. Just a reminder, students will 
enrol with us on results day when they collect their results at Chipping Sodbury 
and confirm their choices with Mr Milburn or myself.  
 
Gill Hilleard 
Head of Sixth Form  
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Literacy Legends 
 

This term we have launched the most ambitious of our whole-school Literacy initiatives, a whole-school reading      
programme called Literacy Legends. The rationale of the programme is: 
 

 increasing access to high quality, challenging texts for all students 
 broadening vocabulary for everyone 
 providing a calm, focused start to the day’s learning 
 developing the "cultural capital" of all our students 
 

The programme has run twice a week this term with students split into special Reading Groups according to year with 
each year group enjoying a different text from a range of newer and more established authors. Every student has their 
own copy of the book and follows along as their Reading Group Leader reads aloud. 
 

Both students and staff have been asked for their views on how the project is going and the reviews have been        
extremely positive. 
 

“I’ve really enjoyed it. The book is really good and Miss puts lots of emotion into how she reads it. I’m going to borrow 
it over the summer so I can finish it.”  
Mason T, Y7  
  
“I like the sessions, they make me calm at the start of the school day.”  
Kathryn P, Y9  
  
“I like the fact that our book isn’t patronising. There’s the kind of language in it that we actually use and it’s about stuff 
we actually have to deal with.”  
Alfie S, Y10  
 

“I think that this an excellent strategy and that we should try to increase the time for it next year.”  
Mr E, Science Faculty  
  
“I think it is going well, and the students in year 10 seem to be responding well to it.”  
Mr A, PE Faculty  
 

As Mason said, we are making it possible for students to borrow a copy of their LL book to finish it over the holidays, 
they just need to speak to their Reading Group Leader before the summer break. 
 

The new books for September have arrived and we are really looking forward to sharing them with all year groups. We 
will also have an extra session each fortnight to enjoy our books together. If you want to know more about the project, 
or would like some suggestions for summer reading, have a look at the Literacy Toolkit for Parents on the school    
website. 
 

Drama: 
 

It has been a busy time in the Drama department! Last month our brilliant Y7 Drama Club members performed a     
hilarious piece of their own devising entitled "The Jubilee Job" as part of the Chipping Sodbury Festival School Concert. 
The theme of the Festival was "Platinum and Gold" in honour of the Jubilee and so our performers let their               
imaginations run wild and created a crime caper in which failed bank robbers decided to kidnap Her Majesty's corgis! 
The audience loved it and it was great to see students create such an original and hysterical performance. Next year 
we will re-launch our Drama club. It's going to be called Centre Stage and will be open to anyone in Key Stage 3. 
 

Our Y10 GCSE students are working hard right up to the end of term as they prepare their Component 3 pieces for  
performance. Component 3 is the externally examined practical element of the GCSE course and the play they are   
exploring is Blue Remembered Hills by Dennis Potter. The Y10s have been tackling the Forest of Dean accent and the 
challenge of playing seven-year-olds (though some seem to find that easier than others!).  
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Music Department News 
 

BIMM Gifted / Talented Workshop 
 
We have had a really busy summer which felt especially welcome after the last two years.  We began with a workshop 
led by tutors from the British Institute of Modern Music for thirty selected musicians in Years 8 & 9.  The students 
worked together to write and perform a song which we recorded at the end of the session. 
 
Chipping Sodbury Festival 
 
Our annual festival concert took place in the Town Hall, featuring forty of our students from Year 7 up to the Sixth 
Form.  Items included our Rock School, massed Choir and a sketch written & performed by the Year 7 Drama Club.  This 
was also an opportunity for an impressive list of soloists to perform and we were very proud of them all.  Well done to 
everyone who performed. 
 
A particular thank you as well to the ten members of the Rock School who also took part in the Combined Schools   
Concert two days later, together with children from four of our feeder primary schools. 
 
Alliance Orchestra 
 
Finally, after lots of delays due to COVID, we were able to perform our first Alliance Orchestra concert.  This featured 
almost forty instrumentalists from St John's Mead, Old Sodbury, Horton, Trinity & Iron Acton primary schools, as well 
as thirteen players from Chipping Sodbury School who were able to help lead each of the instrumental sections.  It was       
wonderful to see all of the students from Year 3 up to Year 10 playing music together and we were impressed with 
how well the younger children managed.   
 
Song-writing Workshop at St George's, Brandon Hill, Bristol 
 
Thirty students from our KS3 joined together with students from secondary schools across South Gloucestershire and 
North Somerset to take part in a song-writing workshop in the beautiful venue of St George's, Brandon Hill.  This was 
run by Alex Gichohi who has worked with musicians all over the world.  It was an inspirational day and we all enjoyed 
it.  Hopefully, this will encourage some of our musicians in writing their own songs. 
 
 
Year 12 Maths Challenge Morning 
 
On Monday 11th July we hosted 36 Year 12 A-level mathematicians from the Cotswold 
Edge and Malmesbury School who all took part in a series of fun complex maths    
problems.  They made up a total of 9 teams.   
 
Speaking to the students, their most enjoyable round was the cross-number puzzle 
(similar to a crossword) where half the team had the across clues and half the team 
the down clues.  They also enjoyed doing challenging maths in a different setting and 
as part of a team.   
 
The feedback on the maths event was amazing; the only criticism was for the biscuit 
selection; the lemon-flavoured biscuits in particular didn’t go down well.   
 
The winning team was from the Cotswold Edge narrowly beating the top Malmesbury 
team.   Everyone had a great time and said they’d love to do it again.   
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Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 
Well done to all those students who took part in the Duke of Edinburgh            
expedition this year. All teams worked well together and were a credit to     
themselves and the school.  Congratulations to all students who have completed 
their Bronze Award this year- it is a great achievement. All students are able to 
access their eDofE accounts at any time and are welcome to email me for help 
over the summer holiday. 
 
Thank you to all parents/carers for your support- it is greatly appreciated. I hope 
you have a lovely summer. 
 
Sarah Dockerill  
DofE Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Year 11 Prom 2022 

 
This year we had the Year 11 Prom at the beautiful Mercure Grange North Hotel in 
Winterbourne. 
 
130 students attended this year’s Prom and had a fantastic time!  There was much 
excitement for this event, given that we haven’t been able to do this due to COVID 
for the past couple of years. 
 
There were a lot of tired feet by the end of the night! 
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continued ... 
 
We would like to wish all of our amazing students the very best of luck with the next steps in their journeys.  Of course, 
we will see many of you again in September! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cycle helmets 
 
A number of students continue to ride their bikes to school without wearing a helmet.  Please 
ensure your son/daughter keeps him/herself safe when cycling.  Anyone who wishes to cycle to 
school MUST wear a helmet and bring a cycle lock.  New permits will be issued in the autumn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vaping 
 
Secondary schools across the country have seen an increase in the number of young people vaping, some with the  
incorrect perception that it is safer than smoking cigarettes.  This is not necessarily the case as many vapes have a 
much higher proportion of nicotine than a cigarette and there can be uncertainty of what other toxic substances are 
entering the human body through a vape.  Vapes, the same as cigarettes, are illegal for young people and must not be 
brought into school.  If you are concerned about your child vaping or he/she wishes to stop this dangerous habit, help 
can be sought via this useful website:    Home | Smokefree Teen  It may prove to be a very useful summer project. 

https://teen.smokefree.gov/
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