
1 

 

Chipping Sodbury School 

Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

May  
24th Parents Evening 5 (Y7/Y8) 
June  
7th Y12 HE Apprenticeship 
Info Evening 
20th Science Fair 
20th Sports Personality 25th- 

18th February 2022  

 
Thank you to those of you who have been impacted by the need to ask specific year 
groups to work remotely at home on two occasions in recent days.  These decisions are 
never made lightly and have been based on the extraordinary high levels of staff       
absence and the lack of supply teachers to cover lessons.  We hope that the need to 
put these measures in place will not have to be repeated next term and we continue to 
strive to provide face to face on-site learning each day.   Should any individual student 
have to isolate, please ensure the regular timetable is followed and lessons are          
accessed through the website. 

 
Thank you to all Year 9 students who have now returned their option forms.  Mr Milburn will be processing all this   
information in the forthcoming days.  Having recently recruited a new Computer Science teacher, we are now in a    
position to offer this subject to students due to start Year 10 in September.  If anyone would like to change their option 
choices, they should speak with Mr Milburn as a matter of urgency.  The ability to run the course will depend on the 
number of students who opt for the subject. 

 
With further staffing news, Mr Kelly has now started as our new Site Manager and is having a very positive impact on 
the work being carried out around the site to improve the environment.  Over the holidays, a great deal of work has 
been planned including window replacement at the far end of the Dining Room and the kitchen, painting and            
decorating will be underway along with further improvements to the student toilets.   

 
After the half term break, we will no longer be asking students or staff to wear face coverings in communal areas 
around the school.  Student rates for Covid have remained relatively low and I am very grateful to everyone who has 
worked together in implementing all the additional measures to help keep everyone safe.  Should the local picture or 
the expectations for schools change requiring a need to return to face coverings, we will be in touch.  Thank you for 
your support.  If anyone chooses to wear a face covering, this will be respected. 

 
Mr Hinkins has recently written to all parents/carers with some reminders of our basic expectations to support all    
students in their readiness to learn and high standards in school uniform.  I would be grateful if you could read through 
the letter and ensure your son/daughter is prepared for school, arrives on time and engages appropriately with their 
lessons. 

 
At the end of this term, we will be saying goodbye to a small number of staff.  Ms Sandie Stone is retiring following 16 
years dedicated to the students at Chipping Sodbury School.  Mr Ian MacMillan, Sports Centre Manager will be starting 
a new post in a school in the north west and both Mrs Kim Vallis and Mr James Flower are seeking new opportunities.  I 
wish to thank all these colleagues for their hard work and wish them well in their new ventures.   

 
Finally, I wish all our families a restful half term break. 

 
Katherine Turner 
Headteacher 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

February 2022 
28th Start of Term 4 (WEEK 2 ON 
TIMETABLE)  
March 2022 
2nd Y7 Parents’ Evening 
3rd Y10 Athelstan Maths 
Challenge 
7th Y11 Photos 
18th Red Nose Day 
24th Y13 Parents Evening, BGS 
April 2022 
7th Y8 Parents’ Evening 
8th Mufti Day 
8th End of Term 4 
25th INSET DAY — school closed 
25th Start of Term 5 
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Sixth Form News 
 
It has again been a really busy term but we have finally completed all of our UCAS applications. Well done to all of the        
students who have applied to university this year.  We have some excellent offers in including Oxford University,  
Southampton, Exeter, Bristol, Manchester and York.  
 
Now we have the information regarding the exams in the summer, it is important year 13 start to prepare and revise. 
We have run a revision methods workshop and, as a parent/carer, you can help by dedicating time for students to    
undertake a Power Hour of revision on a regular basis.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This will also be helpful for year 12 who have mock exams 9th to 20th May.  The sooner the revision starts the better     
prepared students will be for their exams.  
 
We are aware a number of students have been experiencing mental health problems and we are supporting all the  
students we are aware of.  If your son/daughter is experiencing low mood or you are concerned about them, please do 
get in touch and we will endeavour to support you.  Some good resources you can access can be found on the following 
links. 
 
http://www.moodjuice.scot.nhs.uk/relaxation.asp 

http://www.moodjuice.scot.nhs.uk/lifestyle.asp 

http://www.moodjuice.scot.nhs.uk/problemsolving.asp 

http://www.moodjuice.scot.nhs.uk/stress.asp 

http://www.moodjuice.scot.nhs.uk/anxiety.asp 

www.mindyou.org.uk  

 
In addition, here are some practical things for your son/daughter to do if stress is becoming a problem for them: 
 
Plan time for study and time to relax. 
Cut back on part time work. 
Eat properly. 
Get some exercise (even just a short walk.) 
Get enough sleep. 
Spend time with friends.                                                                                                                                                                   … continued 

http://www.moodjuice.scot.nhs.uk/relaxation.asp
http://www.moodjuice.scot.nhs.uk/lifestyle.asp
http://www.moodjuice.scot.nhs.uk/problemsolving.asp
http://www.moodjuice.scot.nhs.uk/stress.asp
http://www.moodjuice.scot.nhs.uk/anxiety.asp
http://www.mindyou.org.uk
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continued … 
 
Ask for help if you are not coping. 
Have a revision plan for study periods and stick to it. 
Take the advice given by your teachers (they have years of experience)! 
 
We have some trips planned for next term, Year 12 will be attending the UCAS exhibition in April where they will be 
able to find out more about the courses universities have to offer. Apprenticeship providers will also be present and 
gathering information about degree apprenticeships is really important. We will be making sure the students are pre-
pared for the exhibition next term. To start this preparation UWE have recently delivered a workshop on ‘why go to 
university and choosing the right courses.’  
 
Finally, we have been making sure all year 12 & 13 students are fully aware of how to look after their sexual health, 
we have had a had a variety of workshops on this area looking at; consent, healthy relationships, contraception and 
STI’s.  
 
Gill Hilleard  
Head of Sixth Form 
 
 
Year 11 Revision Hub & Remote Learning 

 

With just under 100 days until the first GCSE 
exam, Year 11 teachers have been putting  
together a selection of resources located in 
one place to support our students with their 
revision program.  Resources include lots of 
practice questions including past exam papers, 
exam tips, GCSE specifications as well as the 
latest pre-release exam information and   
mental health tips and links. 
 
Students can access the revision hub initially by following the link in their emails and then subsequently through Office 
365 SharePoint. 
 
Year 11 Revision Hub: https://chippingsodburyschool.sharepoint.com/sites/CSSRevisionHub 
 
School email including Office 365 account: https://www.office.com/ 
 
Login: school email address e.g. 17Bloggsj@chippingsodburyschool.com 

Password: usual school computer password 
 
Please note: the SharePoint links won’t work when using external email addresses such as hotmail.  They must be 
accessed using a Chipping Sodbury School email address. 
 
A reminder that resources for isolating students or students unable to attend school can be found in the Remote 
Learning SharePoint below. 
 
https://chippingsodburyschool.sharepoint.com/sites/RemoteLearning 

 

https://chippingsodburyschool.sharepoint.com/sites/CSSRevisionHub
https://www.office.com/
mailto:17Bloggsj@chippingsodburyschool.com
https://chippingsodburyschool.sharepoint.com/sites/RemoteLearning
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Children’s Mental Health Week 

 

The theme of this year's Children’s Mental Health Week was ‘Growing Together’.  We 
ran assemblies with all students to explore this theme.  We discussed with students 
how growing emotionally is also an important part of our development and how      
challenges and set-backs can help us to grow and adapt.  Trying new things can help us 
to move beyond our comfort zone into a new realm of possibility and potential.       
However, emotional growth is often a gradual process that happens over time, and 
sometimes we might feel a bit ‘stuck’.  We gave advice to students of ways to overcome 
this.  We also discussed how they can be a great source of support to others as they 
grow - an encouraging word, a smile or championing a cause for the greater good, all 
helps us, and others, to grow.  Even when we have experienced really difficult           
challenges in our lives, with the right support, we can continue to grow and even flourish. 
 
Students also had the opportunity to listen to Andy Lewis’s growth story. He is a European, World and Paralympic 
Champion, and is one of Team GB’s most successful paratriathletes. He gave students useful advice around setting 
small goals in order to achieve bigger goals and to avoid fixating on others and to instead concentrate on their own 
unique qualities and growth journey. 
 
Team Building Activity  
 
Students also had the opportunity to take part in a tutor team building activity, to reinforce the value of supporting 
each other to be successful.  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parents and Carers  
 
If your child is struggling with their Mental Health, there are some links below, which offer useful information and   
advice on ways you can support them; 
 
Place2Be 
YoungMinds 
OTR  

§%09https:/www.dropbox.com/s/n9uow064v0ijgr7/CMHW_Growing%20Together_Parents&CarersTips.pdf?dl=0
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/a-z-guide/anxiety/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=february_newsletter_2022
https://www.otrbristol.org.uk/whats-going-on-for-you/parents-and-professionals/
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Guided Reading Group Book Review 
 
Year 7 guided reading group (Alex Kerambrun, Harry Fews and Archie Huskisson) have been reading ‘Pale’ by Chris 
Woodward and wanted to share their book review with you.  Alex said, “I liked the book because it reminded me of 
Zombies”.  Whereas, Harry said “It was good because Jed thought the friendships were true until things changed.  It 
shows what true friendship is”.   Archie’s thoughts were, “I liked it because it shows how relationships can change”.  
 

 

 
 
  

 
Athelstan Trust Year 9 Maths Challenge 
 
On Friday 28th January, a  team of six Year 
9 students took part in the Athelstan 
Trust Year 9 Maths Challenge at       
Malmesbury School. The students worked 
in teams of four or five with students 
from Bradon Forest, Sir William          
Romney’s and Malmesbury school.  
Spread over 3 teams out of 10, the     
Chipping Sodbury students worked well 
and showed their fantastic mathematical abilities.  The day consisted of logic problems, a back to back cross number 
with half the team only able to see either the across or down clues, a geometric round and a bonus round of Einstein’s 
riddle.  Well done to all who took part.  
 

Title  Pale  

Author  Chris Wooding  

Genre  Fantasy  

Age range  12+  

Film/Book/Game  

  

Book  

Main characters  

  

Kyle, Sadie, David and Jed  

Setting  

  

School (town)  

Plot  

  

  

  

  

Jed was killed by a car but, with the use of the Lazarus serum, he was bought back to life - 

but as a Pale. Pales are people who have died but have a certain blood type so can be 

brought back from the dead. When Jed became a Pale his friend's attitude toward him 

changed.   

Rating  10/10  

Reason   We enjoyed this book because it was easy to read and understand.  It is interesting and you 

want to read on to see what happens next.  It has short chapters which makes it flow 

better.   
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Drama Department News 
 
It's been another busy term for Key Stage 3 and Key stage 4 Drama classes. Our focus in KS3 has been on scripted 
work: in Y7 our students have been working on the pantomime classic Cinderella, while in Y8, groups have been   
dramatising a script called Lifted (written especially for us here at Chipping Sodbury School) which deals with issues like 
racism and autism. 
 
Our Y10 GCSE class have been getting to grips with their set text for the exam, Willy Russell's well-known musical 
Blood Brothers and they've really enjoyed the opportunity to workshop key scenes from the play. They have also had 
the chance to speak to prospective GCSE Drama students from Y9 about what it's like to do Drama as an exam subject. 
 
After a really busy term rehearsing and performing their devised piece for Component 2 of their exam, Y11 have      
finished the term with the chance to work with professional actor and director Alison Reid from the Bristol School of 
Acting. Alison came in to work with the girls on developing their monologue skills before they start work on their   
Component 3 exam pieces. It was a challenging workshop but the girls showed incredible focus and gained a lot from 
the process. 
 
 
 
Literacy 
 
There have been some exciting developments happening in our Literacy programme this term and some will be       
announced just before the Easter break but we do have some key dates coming up just after half term. We will be  
having a "mini" LitFest on Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th March. Thursday 3rd is World Book Day and we will be celebrating 
this with our Book Cover Door Challenge when each tutor group is given a book title and asked to decorate their tutor 
base door as it if were the book's cover. We'll also be running a World Book Day interhouse quiz and there will be a 
film by author Clare Owen about the process she went through in writing her book Zed and the Cormorants. On Friday 
4th March we will be holding our second SALAD day of the school year. SALAD stands for Speaking And Listening       
Activity Day and the theme this time is "the power of books". Each lesson that day will have a strong oracy focus and 
will include opportunities for students to discuss, debate and present ideas.   
 
 
 
 
Message from Sirona Care and Health: 
 
Second dose Covid-19 vaccinations are now available for 12 to 15 year olds in Bristol, North Somerset and South 
Gloucestershire. You can book an appointment at a dedicated GP clinic or Vaccination Centre clinic using the online 
National Booking Service or by calling 119. We currently have lots of availability.  
 
Your child is eligible for their second dose 3 months (90 days) after their first dose. If they catch Covid-19 after their 
first vaccination, they must wait 3 months after their positive test before having their second dose of the vaccine. For 
more information, please visit www.grabajab.net. 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
http://www.grabajab.net
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