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Chipping Sodbury School 

Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

May  
24th Parents Evening 5 (Y7/Y8) 
June  
7th Y12 HE Apprenticeship 
Info Evening 
20th Science Fair 
20th Sports Personality 25th- 

10th December 2021  

 
As we are nearly at the end of this very demanding term, I wish to reflect on many    
successes at our school.  We have been able to restart a wide variety of enrichment 
activities for students.  It has been great seeing so many students enthusiastically     
engaging with the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme.  In November, we hosted a Trust 
wide poetry slam event when students were able to partake in workshops run by Harry Baker, mathematician turned 
world poetry slam champion.  Our successful Greenpower teams are back to developing and racing their cars.  Many 
students are engaging with their music lessons with the peripatetic teachers and despite not being able to host our 
Christmas Concert live, students have performed and the concert was filmed for all to view; there will be a link on the 
website.  The Roustabout theatre group have visited us to enable students to experience a live performance and we 
had a lively performance from the ‘Sexual Health Circus’ as part of the Life curriculum.  We have been able to get     
involved in some sporting fixtures and re-start practices.  A number of students have very successfully participated in 
the Maths Olympiad and maths challenge.   

 
Year 11 have now completed their mock examinations.  We have been incredibly impressed with the mature attitude 
and level of positivity demonstrated.  Moving forwards, we know how important this set of exams will be.  We have 
received many applications for our Cotswold Edge 6th Form and all applicants are in the process of being interviewed to 
ensure we have provided appropriate guidance for course choice.  Other students in Year 11 will have an opportunity 
to meet with a senior member of staff to discuss their aspirations for September 2022.  If your son/daughter would 
benefit from further guidance, please make sure the relevant tutor is informed; we are keen to assist everyone in   
making suitable plans. 

 
Many of our Year 13 students are in the process of receiving offers from their choice of university and applying for   
apprenticeships.  This is such an exciting time and if anyone requires further assistance, Ms Hilleard or the 6th Form 
team will be only too happy to help.  

 
In the new year, Year 9 students will be able to consider their option choices for Key Stage 4.  There will be further   
information early in January but to reassure you at this point in time, we will be making available short film clips about 
each subject plus an opportunity for parents/carers and students to speak with subject staff for an online Parents’ 
Evening on 20th January 2022. 

 
Usually, at this time of year we would be looking forward to our Awards Ceremony in the Town Hall.  Whilst we are  
unable to hold this event, we will be recognising and rewarding students in our final week of assemblies.   

 
There are a number of Christmas events during the last few days of term including a variety of charity fund-raising 
events.  We do encourage students to join in the fun, think about others and where it is possible, contribute towards a 
charity.  The thought and care by those students who are organising the different activities is exemplary. 

 
This term we will be saying farewell to Mr Jamie Coombs who has worked as Site Manager for the past 2½ years and 
Ms Sue Ashman, Teaching Assistant who has been at Chipping Sodbury School for over 16 years.  We wish both our 
colleagues the very best in their new posts. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

December 2021 
17th Mufti Day 
17th End of Term 2 
January 2022 
4th INSET—school closed 
4th Start of Term 3 
5th Covid-19 testing 
5th—14th Year 13 Mock Exams 
6th Y7-11 Lessons Restart 
20th Y9 Parents Evening 
27th Y11 Parents Evening 
February 2022 
18th End of Term 3 
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continued … 
 
Start of Term 3 
 
You are likely to be aware that schools are expected to test all students for COVID prior to classes starting in term 3.  
The detailed arrangements for testing have been communicated in a letter to all parents/carers and is also on the   
website.  There is an Inset day on Tuesday 4th January 2022 and testing will take place throughout Wednesday 5th  
January.  Post-16 lessons and Year 13 mock exams will also start on 5th January.  Lessons for students in Years 7-11 will 
start on Thursday 6th January.   We return on a week 1 for timetable purposes. 
 
On behalf of our whole school community, I wish to thank all the staff and governors at Chipping Sodbury.  Their      
tireless hard work and determination to secure the best for our students and to keep our school open and safe is a  
testament to everyone’s professionalism and hard work.  This has been a difficult time for us all and I am incredibly 
proud of our school.  Finally, I wish to thank you all at home for your hard work and efforts to liaise with us and support 
your sons/daughters especially when times have been tough.  Working together we have had a very successful couple 
of terms and worked hard to ensure our provision is robust as we keep everyone as safe as we possibly can. 
 
I do wish you all a very Happy Christmas once we break up on 17th December; students will leave at 1.15pm following 
registration.   
 
With very best wishes and season’s greetings, 
 
Katherine Turner 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
Music Department News 
 

Well done to all of the students who took part in recording our Christmas concert last week, including items by the 
choir, orchestra, drama club and a number of soloists. Once edited, it will be available to watch via the school website 
over the Christmas period.  It was lovely to see students performing music and drama on the stage once more. 
 

Thank you to sixth formers, Kia Morris and Carys Stephenson who performed a selection of carols in St John's Church 
recently as part of the church's festive season.  It is so important to value our links with the community and our        
students were great ambassadors for the school.  
 

Congratulations to Poppy Trudgian who was awarded a distinction for Grade 4 singing this term.  We continue to have 
high numbers of students receiving instrumental and singing lessons in school.  Any other students interested in having 
lessons should get in touch with Mrs Boulton. 
 
 
Message from the local COVID-19 Vaccination Programme: 
 

We are planning Community Clinics for children aged 12-15 in locations across Bristol, North Somerset and South 
Gloucestershire. This will be the route for children to have their COVID-19 and flu vaccine if they were not vaccinated 
at their school clinic for any reason. We will provide information about these clinics and a booking link through your 
child’s school, shortly. Please do not contact Sirona. 
 

We appreciate that some parents/carers are keen for their children to be vaccinated as soon as possible and are    
working in partnership with your child’s school and the local authority to achieve the best outcome for all children in 
our area. Please be assured that your child will not be forgotten. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing co-operation and patience. 
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Harry Baker Numeracy/Literacy Poetry Performance to Year 7 
 
On Friday 12th November, Year 7 students from across The Athelstan Trust 
were treated to a performance by mathematician turned slam poetry world 
champion, Harry Baker. Chipping Sodbury School hosted this event with      
students from other Athelstan schools arriving by minibus to experience the 
event and subsequent workshops. Athelstan students not lucky enough to 
meet Harry Baker in person were able to watch a live stream of the                
performance which included poems about prime numbers, falafels, dinosaurs, 
the creation of the universe, paper people and Angel Delight!  
 
It was fantastic to see students so engaged by Harry’s performance and whether in the hall at Chipping Sodbury School 
or watching via a screen from a different school, students were encouraged to join in; a particularly fun moment       
involved everyone shouting out in German: ‘wie viel falafel ist zu viel falafel’!  
 
The theme of the morning was opening our minds to the creative potential of different subject specialisms and Harry’s 
performance showcased this through sharing his passion for maths, science, and history through the medium of       
performance poetry. In the following workshops, students wrote and shared their own poems with Harry and with   
Mrs O’Neill and Ms Kilburn-Bond, students read an autobiographical extract from one of NASA’s ‘hidden women’,  
Katherine Johnson, as a prompt for discussing why maths matters in our everyday lives before using their learning from 
English to write a persuasive speech arguing that maths should remain on the curriculum of a futuristic school built on 
Mars. 
 
The students’ comments at the end of the morning are a joy to read and speak 
volumes about the power of enrichment opportunities like Harry Baker’s visit: 
‘My favourite part was writing my own poem because I didn’t know that I was so 
good at making poems’; ‘he is a very cool guy’; ‘my favourite part was the       
dinosaur poem because of the sound effects’; ‘it was fun to learn about NASA’; 
‘It was amazing to hear Harry Baker read out his poems’ and last but not least, ‘it 
was all brilliant’!  

Our higher level teaching assistant, Sharon Criddle, loves entering competitions in her spare time.  She couldn’t resist 
entering one in a national magazine entitled ‘Mate In A Million’ and won!  Ms Criddle first met Julie Oakley, our        
student support worker, when she joined the staff of Chipping Sodbury School in September 2016, and they became 
firm friends. 
 
First prize was an all-expenses paid trip to London to the studio in Pentonville Road, a full make-over complete with 
hair cut and clothes, then on to a photoshoot for the magazine.  The prize also included wine, flowers and some  
vouchers to spend on-line.  Both members of staff said It was a long and tiring day, but very memorable. 

 
Needless to say, neither ladies will be changing their career anytime 
soon.  They say modelling is harder than you think and involves a lot of 
smiling!   
 
Pictured above from left to right is the journalist, fashion editor’s          
assistant, Mrs Oakley, Ms Criddle, the photographer and the fashion   
editor. 
 
It just goes to show that at Chipping Sodbury School not only do we care 
about and support the students, but the staff too! 
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CSS Wins ‘Lit In Colour’ Competition 

 

Did you know that fewer than 1% of students nationally study a book by a writer of 
colour? Books create a sense of belonging and allow us to see each other and    
understand one another. They shine a light on our world. It is vital that the books 
we read in our formative years reflect the rich diversity of the society we live in.   

 
Penguin publishers have recently launched ‘Lit in Colour’, an initiative aimed at making the 
teaching of literature in schools more inclusive. They recently ran a competition to win 
books written by and featuring people of colour to schools. 1,600 schools entered the 
competition and I am delighted to share with you the news that Chipping Sodbury School 
is one of the lucky winners. We have received 100 new books for our school library,          
including ‘Becoming’ by Michelle Obama, ‘The Boy with the Topknot’ by                         
Sathnam Sanghera and ‘Brick Lane’ by Monica Ali.  
 

In addition to this, the library has recently been         
restocked with a wide range of fiction for all abilities 
and interests with new additions including                
Mark Haddon’s ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-time’, Greta Thunberg’s ‘No-one is Too Small to 
Make a Difference’ and Harry Baker’s ‘The Sunshine 
Kid’.  
 
Happy reading!  
 
Mr S Lewis  
Head of English 
 
 
 

Access Centre News 
 
Congratulations to Luca, Elian and Mimi on achieving the John Muir Award in Outdoor Learning from Westonbirt     
Arboretum.  These three students demonstrated enthusiasm and commitment meeting several challenges to achieve 
this award, as well as experiencing, enjoying and exploring the wilds of Westonbirt.    
 
Scottish born John Muir was a founder of the conservation movement, devoting his life to safeguarding the world’s 
landscapes.  His work as a scientist and advocate for nature still resonates in modern environmental campaigning.   
 

Over the last few weeks, our students have been: fire making and 
cooking outdoors; using traditional tools to cut timber and make 
roof shingles; making and experimenting with charcoal; learning to 
identify and understand the properties of native trees, and above 
all, about the stewardship of nature.  These experiences have 
helped with their self-esteem and resilience, as well as fostering an 
awareness of the environment.   
 
We are lucky enough to be able to return to Westonbirt next term, 
to embark on their latest Community Shelter Project (designed by 
Piers Taylor) where we will be taking an active part in the            
construction phase.  
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Cross Country Events 

 

The first two cross country events have taken place at Bradley Stoke and Mangotsfield respectively. The first event at 
Bradley Stoke saw our teams achieve some fantastic individual results. 
 
Year 7 boys: 
8th and 9th place 
 
Year 7 girls: 
5th Place 
 
Year 8 & 9 boys: 
2nd place 
 
Year 8 & 9 girls 
3rd and 5th  
 
Year 10 and 11 boys: 
1st place 
 
A special mention must go to Tom and Akira who represented the school at the Mangotsfield cross country. They 
came 2nd and 1st in their respective races.  
 
Well done to all of our athletes. They all represented our school with fantastic attitudes, which is something we are 
very proud of. We look forward to the next races at Downend and Blaise Castle. 
 
 
U16 Netball Tournament – Wednesday 13th October 
 
It was lovely to see 8 schools on the Chipping Sodbury netball courts playing enthusiastically.  It seems such a long 
time since the PE department have witnessed fixtures being played against other schools.  Chipping Sodbury were  
entered into a pool with Marlwood, Yate Academy and Castle.  They won their first game convincingly against 
Yate.  Next up was Marlwood, which was a really tight competitive game which resulted in a draw.  We needed to win 
our final game but we knew Castle would be a challenge.  The game was really close and Castle managed to score a 
goal in the final few seconds, winning the game by one.  Chipping Sodbury then went on to play Bradley Stoke in the 
play-off finals and won convincingly.  Well done to Alex, Paige, Chelsea, Diana, Isla, Annie, Lily, Keira and Carla. 
 
Ms Winter & Miss Ellis 
 
 
Year 9 Netball Tournament – Wednesday 10th November 
 
The year 9’s put in a series of fantastic performances in their tournament at Brimsham.  They were unbeaten until the 
final game where they came across a really strong team from Winterbourne Academy.  It was a lovely clean game to 
watch where the girls were really able to show off their skills.  Unfortunately the girls lost this game but finished      
second overall which was an amazing achievement.  Their attitude, commitment and  motivation were fantastic 
throughout and they were an absolute pleasure to take to the tournament.  Congratulations to Lily C who received 
multiple nominations for player of the match.  Well done to Lara M, Nell G, Daisy P, Chloe B, Lucy G, Abbie P, Kacie H, 
Lexi B, Channon D and Charlotte M. 
 
Ms Winter 
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Year 8 Netball Tournament – Wednesday 24th November 
 
The Year 8 girls were finally able to represent Chipping Sodbury School in their first netball tournament.  The           
tournament was organised so that students were able to play lots of short games against all other schools in South 
Gloucestershire.  The girls won 4 of their 7 games and displayed a great attitude throughout.  They were a pleasure to 
take to the tournament and it was lovely to see so many students enjoying their netball again.  Congratulations to the 
following students:  Emily, Katie, Jess, Zoe, Lily, Maisy, Mia, Maddie, Sienna and Daisy. 
 
Ms Winter 
 
 
 
Greenpower @ Chipping Sodbury School 
 
As ever, we are so proud of our Greenpower teams; Rotary Racer, POD and Sodbury Chargers for making it through to 
the 2021 Greenpower finals this month. Rotary Racer entered their 2 cars, (RR9 and RRX) this year both holding on to 
their strong longstanding positions and coming in at 5th and 6th place. Sodbury Chargers came away with 27th position 
overall, which is a whole 36 positions ahead of their finishing position in the 2019 finals at Silverstone.  Last, but by no 
means least, my biggest heart felt congratulations to the POD team, moving up the grid a whole 23 positions with their 
new car XPOD, and completing the race in 3rd position. 
 
We have completed our recruitment process already this year and welcome 18 new recruits to the teams. This will be 
the 17th year of Greenpower here at Chipping Sodbury School and with 4 teams and a minimum of 5 cars entering for 
races next year, we have much to look forward to in the year ahead and even more to be proud of looking back. Our 
Chipping Sodbury Team cars have in total raced 489 Greenpower races, as well as driven over 22,464 miles on          
professional race tracks around the country over the years, and we look forward to building on that amazing legacy 
and more in the years to come. 
  
Rotary Racer Team 

On Sunday the 10th of October we went to Goodwood for the 
Greenpower international final. We went into the day confident 
that both of our cars can get a good result. The team was really 
happy to be at the final, it is always a great atmosphere          
between all the teams and an amazing event. RR9 was entering 
yet another final. It was its 104th race and has now completed 
3081 miles with 28 race wins. RRX, our newest car, was entering 
its third final and hoping to improve on its excellent 5th place in 
2019. The races went well and both of our cars managed to 
come home in 5th and 6th place.  
 
POD Movement 
 
POD Movement built and raced a new car for this 2021 Greenpower season.  The team took X-POD to the track for the 
first time in September at our local race in Castle Combe, achieving an amazing 6th place in the F24 scratch-build     
category with a total distance of 38.42 miles, quickly followed the weekend after at Dunsfold Park track, achieving 7th 
place in category with a total distance of 28.28 miles. These results meant the team qualified for the International final 
at Goodwood Motor Circuit, where they had the amazing result of finishing 3rd place in category in the bronze medal 
position, equalling the team's previous best-ever final position achieved in 2009! 
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Sixth Form News 
 

Huge congratulations to Lewis Adams who has an interview for Cambridge University to study Law and Alice Doody 
who has an interview for Oxford University to study Psychology, we wish you good luck for your interviews.  
 

The Year 13 students who have submitted their UCAS applications have some really excellent offers from Liverpool, 
Manchester, York, Bournemouth, Sheffield, Swansea, Southampton, UWE and Exeter. We are always impressed by the 
variety of courses our students apply for: Ed Walters History & Politics, Amber Thrush Physiotherapy, Jacob Pope      
Geography, Liam Palmer Film Studies and Photography, Joseph Bidwell Physics and Astrophysics, Holly Adams        
Medicine. The deadline for UCAS applications is 26th January.  Over the next few weeks the students who are planning 
on applying will be working hard to complete their applications. Parents are able to find out more about the             
application process at https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/ucas-undergraduate-advice-parents-
and-guardians.  Information regarding student finance can be found at https://www.gov.uk/support-child-or-partners-
student-finance-application and https://www.ucas.com/student-finance-england/student-finance-guidance-parents-
and-partners  

To support students who are applying for apprenticeships, we recently had a workshop from the West of England     
Apprenticeship Service where they were introduced to how to apply for an apprenticeship and logged into https://
www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship.  The students also found out about the various interviews and aptitude test they 
may be asked to attend.   
 

Year 11 students who have applied to Cotswold Edge have been having their interviews.  It has been such a privilege to 
talk to the students about their future plans and offer advice on the courses which would be suitable for them to 
study. If your son/daughter would like to apply, all the information can be found at https://
www.cotswoldedgesixthform.org.uk/Applications_/Prospectus-Handbook-/  
 

Year 12 have recently been introduced to the Brightside Leadership Project which is an initiative by the local authority. 
The students had a workshop introducing the project which is in response to the coronavirus pandemic, and to find 
some positives from these difficult times.  This is a completely new and different programme of learning that will give 
the students in depth knowledge and understanding of COVID-19. They will learn how different professions have       
responded and become more visible in society and will be provided with new learning opportunities at a time when 
much of their schooling has been interrupted.  The students started off making really informative posters, poems, and 
films around the 5 key areas of the virus: 
 

Transmission 
Infections prevention control 
Vaccinations 
Health and well being 
Testing 
 

As well as some brilliant informative posters, a group of students have completed a poem which the local authority 
have selected to share with the wider community through their council websites and social media channels. The      
students who worked on the poem are Grace Fyfe, Crystal Haas, Laura Neale, Jessica Hopson, Chelsea Hopson, Sammy 
Winkworth and Amy Offer. 

Infection Prevention 
I love the people and the people love me 
We social distance for health and safety 
We wear masks, sanitise and keep away 

Covid won’t leave it’s here to stay 
Vaccinating will help protect you 

But bear in mind you don’t have to 
We must protect the elderly 

So, they live to an old age, happily 
Let’s test twice weekly 

And one day we will be free 
Keep doors and windows open 

To help with ventilation 
Regularly sanitise workplaces 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/ucas-undergraduate-advice-parents-and-guardians
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/ucas-undergraduate-advice-parents-and-guardians
https://www.gov.uk/support-child-or-partners-student-finance-application
https://www.gov.uk/support-child-or-partners-student-finance-application
https://www.ucas.com/student-finance-england/student-finance-guidance-parents-and-partners
https://www.ucas.com/student-finance-england/student-finance-guidance-parents-and-partners
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.cotswoldedgesixthform.org.uk/Applications_/Prospectus-Handbook-/
https://www.cotswoldedgesixthform.org.uk/Applications_/Prospectus-Handbook-/
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continued … 
 
As we lead up to the Christmas party season we have been working with our Sixth Form students this week to help 
them remain safe during this time by running workshops on drug awareness, safety with drink spiking and the recent 
rise in people being injected when they are out. Alongside this we are looking into sexual harassment and what can 
constitute as this.  
 
We have some social events planned for the Sixth Form students.  On Wednesday 15th December, we are ice skating in 
the afternoon and  we have a Cotswold Edge Winter Ball for all Year 12 & 13 students on Friday 21st January. We are 
looking into planning some more social events over the coming year.  
 
Finally a reminder that the Year 13 mock exams start on Wednesday 5th January.  Please do take some time over the 
holiday period to revise and remember the variety of revision techniques we have been using, for example: 
 

Cornell note:                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

… continued 
 

The Leitner Box: Mind maps: 
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continued … 

 
Past papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  
 
Gill Hilleard 
Head of Sixth Form 
 
 
 
 
CSS Literacy Toolkit For Parents 
 
This term we are launching our Literacy Toolkit For Parents. Issue 1 is now available on the school website and is      
focused on reading and how it can help students' academic achievement and their mental wellbeing. There are also 
some recommendations of books to buy for Christmas. Look out for Issue 2 which will come out just before Easter. 
 
 
 
 
 



10 

 

 

 ‘The Word From CSS Library’ 

 

Hello from Mrs Vallis and the Student Librarians in our school library. 
 

Students are encouraged to borrow books, for a fortnight at a time, from our extensive range and are able to take 

them home to enjoy or read them in school. Please do encourage reading for pleasure at home as this will increase 

confidence with reading as well as vocabulary skills.  Please can all students with books overdue, return them to the 

library as soon as possible. Any books that have gone missing in action or are in a tatty condition, please do come and 

have a friendly chat with Mrs Vallis about them. 

 

Paired Reading - Aspiration 

Our Year 7 students, along with their Year 10 mentors, have been working hard during their allocated tutor times to  

improve their confidence with reading, vocabulary and ability. Positive friendships have formed and it’s fantastic to see 

the engagement between the partners. Vocabulary is certainly improving and I’m hearing more and more                  

understanding of ambitious words. Well done to all involved. 

 

Chess Tournament –Respect  

A huge well done to all the participants in the CSS Winter Chess Tournament. 16 players, from 

all year groups, enjoyed a week long tournament in the library at lunchtimes. In the end, the 

determined Archie Stanton in Year 9 took the title of Chess Champion, with Thomas Shipp in 

Year 7 a respectable second place. All students played with respect towards each   other and 

the rules; great sportsmanship shown. Congratulations to Archie.  

 

Pathways Unit Award Scheme – Integrity 

This term, the Year 9 and 10 Pathways Unit Award Scheme groups with Mrs Vallis are earning their certificate for     

Project Management. The projects were to fundraise for a local charity or cause and compete against each team, with 

different types of fundraisers, to raise the most money. The students have worked incredibly hard all term and in these 

last two weeks, their efforts for the charities will hopefully be realised. Please stay tuned for updates on our social   

media sites.  

 

Homework Club – Responsibility 

Just a quick reminder that Homework Club is on after school each day to support students 

with any homework. There is no booking required; we just ask that students have a           

conversation with parents/carers so they know their whereabouts. House points are given 

for each   attendance and it means less stress at home if homework is completed on site. 

 

Merry Christmas to all and enjoy the break with your families. 

 

Many thanks, 

Mrs Vallis 

 

News from the Drama Department 
 
Y10 and Y11 GCSE students have been working hard on their devised pieces this term. Y10 are exploring the sadly all to 
relevant issue of the refugee crisis and Y11 have developed a great piece on the theme of what makes a home. Y11 
have also sat their mocks this term and will spend a significant amount of time over the coming months preparing for 
their final exam in the summer. 

… continued 
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continued … 
 
I'm delighted to say that had our first public performance from CSS since Christmas 2019 last week when four Y7s from 
our Drama Club performed in the Christmas Concert. Sadly, we've had to make this an online only event but it's still 
great to have students back on the stage! Eli Phelan and Sammy Dendy performed a short scene entitled "Waiting For 
a Star to Fall", about two shepherds waiting for a very famous star and Khloe Bishop and Ella-Louise Flowers starred as 
two angels queuing for the auditions of "Heaven's Got Talent".  
 
 
 
Life Learning Events  
 
This term we have been fortunate enough to have had some great opportunities from external agencies to deepen 
students’ understanding of topics covered in Life Learning. 
 
The Sexual Health Circus 
 
The Sexual Health Circus visited CSS to help improve Year 10 and Year 11 students’ understanding of sexual health and 
wellbeing, through the engaging and interactive medium of circus. It was a very entertaining and informative day and 
during the question and answer session, students were able to have their questions answered by a specialist from 
Brook. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Knife Crime Workshops 
 

Our local PCSOs are running workshops this term and next term to help educate 
Year 9 students about knife crime. The sessions aim to help students understand 
the consequences of carrying or using a knife, how young people can make the 
choice to be knife free and their rights if the Police stop and search them. Our     
students listened really well during the first workshop and asked lots of insightful 
questions.  
 

Road Safety  

 

During the last Life lesson of term Year 7 students will be taking part in a Road   
Safety Workshop. This will be delivered by a road safety officer and there will be an 
emphasis on cycle safety. 
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Henry Park—Arkwright Scholarship in Engineering 
 

We are very proud that Henry Park in Year 12 at Chipping Sodbury School has been awarded a prestigious Arkwright 
Engineering Scholarship.    This scholarship is designed to inspire students to pursue their dreams in STEM and change 
the world as future leaders in engineering.  The Scholarships are awarded to hard-working 16 year old students 
through a rigorous selection process and will support them through their A levels or equivalent qualifications.  Every 
student awarded a scholarship is given a mentor from the industry to help guide them about future studies or career 
development. 
 

Henry will receive a small bursary as part of the Scholarship and can use this funding to support the purchase of       
materials to help with any projects, reference books or to fund any courses, summer schools or university open days 
he wants to attend. 
 
Chipping Sodbury School will also receive a small amount which we must spend on equipment, materials or teacher 
training to enhance the delivery of STEM subjects. 
 

Henry has been part of the Greenpower team at Chipping Sodbury School for 5 years as part of the Sodbury Chargers 
team. He has proved himself to be an invaluable part of the team, enthusiastic to support the team with his              
engineering expertise. He has shown great resilience over the years as the team has had a number of setbacks over the 
years, but we’re proud to report that Henry and his peers successfully made it to the last 2 Greenpower finals. At this 
year’s Goodwood Finals, Sodbury Chargers came away with 27th position overall which is a whole 36 positions ahead of 
their finishing position in the 2019 finals at Silverstone. 
 

Henry is an outstanding student who we are proud to have continuing his studies here at Chipping Sodbury School.  He 
is a conscientious, diligent young man who is keen to do well in all aspects of his studies, but his passion, enthusiasm 
and skill that he has for Engineering is remarkable. Henry has received notice that his industrial mentor will be AB    
Dynamics. We would again like to take this opportunity to congratulate Henry on his success and have every            
confidence that with the support from his mentors, Henry will excel in his future studies and has an incredibly      
promising career in Engineering ahead of him. 
 
 
Charity Support 
 
Following our record-breaking fundraising for Red Nose Day last year, we have been very busy again with a number of 
initiatives for raising awareness of issues and supporting a range of charities. Our newly formed House Councils are 
starting to play an active role in taking this forward, and Year 9 and 10 students have also been proactive in this regard 
through the Unit Award Scheme. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our fundraising so far, whether financially or through taking part. One 
of the highlights of this term was the Staff v Students Handball Tournament, where over 170 students competed in     
year-group heats to play the staff in the final. 
 

 
  
As Christmas approaches, we are encouraging our students to be outward-looking and thinking of others in our      
community and beyond.  We have a number of charity events in our busy calendar, as detailed below. 
 
We know that donating to charity is not always possible and we understand that families may be under considerable 
financial pressure, and we respect that not everyone will be able to contribute. 
 

… continued 

Show Racism the Red Card (Wear Red or Halloween Dress-Up) £368.92 

Children in Need (Non-Uniform & Handball Tournament) £631.78 
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continued ... 
 
We hope that students will join in with as many of the activities as possible, and ask that they contribute £1 or any 
amount that they are able, and only if you are able. Money donations can be made through Parent Pay or in cash on 
the day. 
 

 
 
With grateful thanks for your support on behalf of all the charities above. 
 
The Heads of House 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charity Date Event 

Save the Children Friday 10th December “Christmas Jumper Day” – wear full school uniform, 
but replace the school jumper with a Christmas 
jumper 

Help Bristol’s 
Homeless 

Fri 10th  - Wed 15th 
Dec 

We are collecting items in Tutor Time, including: 
hats, scarves, socks; toiletries; food vouchers; 
sweets, snacks; anything to keep warm and to eat 
without the need for electricity 

Cancer Research 
UK 

Fri 17th Dec Mufti Day for Avon House’s chosen charity – all  
students can wear non-uniform 

Bristol Animal 
Rescue Centre 

Various lunch-time 
events organised by 
students for students 

A range of fund-raising events are being advertised 
in school by students in Years 9 and 10 as part of 
the Unit Award Scheme, including: 
Football Tournament 
Prize Raffle 
Kahoot Gameshow 
Teddy Squares Raffle 
Santa Relay Race 

Heart Heros 

Off The Record 

Wallace &      
Gromit’s Grand 
Appeal 

NextLink 


