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Chipping Sodbury School 

Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

May  
24th Parents Evening 5 (Y7/Y8) 
June  
7th Y12 HE Apprenticeship 
Info Evening 
20th Science Fair 
20th Sports Personality 25th- 

4th October 2019  

 
 

 

After a very successful summer when we have celebrated some outstanding examination results, term 1 has started 

really well as we welcomed back all our students and staff from the summer holidays.  Our new Year 7 cohort have 

settled well, they look smart and are already very much embedded as part of our school community.  We have also 

welcomed a number of new staff this September as colleagues moved into promotions and other exciting                   

opportunities.  A warm welcome to: 

 

Mrs Laura Davies – Assistant Headteacher 
Mrs Jemma Donnelly – Drama and English 
Mrs Marcia Ffrench-Gordon – English 
Mr David Garcia – Computer Science and Science 
Mr Nick Hunt – SENCo, History 
Mrs Claire Mayes – pm Receptionist 
Mr Nohman Shah – Science 
Mrs Vikki Wood – TA 

 
Later this term Mr David Bridge will join us as a new caretaker. 
 
This term, Ms Jonquil Anderson starts her maternity leave; we wish her the very best with her new baby.  We are in the 
process of recruiting a new member of the maths team and in the meantime, we have secured a temporary maths 
teacher to teach her groups.  We have also said goodbye to Mr Dan Yeomans who has acquired an exciting promotion.  
After 10 years of dedication to students at Chipping Sodbury School, we will miss him enormously and wish him well in 
the future. 
 
Please note that our new Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mr Reed, Assistant Headteacher and our deputy DSL is 
Mrs T Ball.  Mr R Taylor has been appointed as the new Head of Trym House. 
 
Over the summer we celebrated much success with A-level and GCSE results.  We are one of the top performing 
schools in the Local Authority; with students making excellent progress.  This is testament to all the hard work and  
commitment to improve standards at Chipping Sodbury School.  This year we saw an increase in students attaining the 
highest grades, with many individual exceptional achievements.  All Year 13 students have been in a position to pursue 
their next step of choice whether it is university, an apprenticeship, work placement or a gap year.  We are incredibly 
proud of each and every one of them. 
 
Much work was done on the school site during the summer including improving outside areas around the Library and 
the 6th Form Centre and we have refurbished a number of rooms to improve the learning environment. It has been 
frustrating that the planned work to re-model student toilets and repair the roof has been delayed.  We are working 
closely with staff at the Local Authority to move this forwards rapidly.  We have secured the money to pay for these 
major projects and await immediate action from the Local Authority to ensure the work starts imminently.   
 
            Continued ... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

October 
10th Year 11 OPV Parents’ Eve. 
24th Y7 CATSs Info Evening 
25th End of Term 1 
November 
4th Start of Term 2 
6th Cotswold Edge  Info Evening 
7th P16 Parents’ Evening 
14th Cotswold Edge Open Eve 
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… Continued 
 
A key priority of our School Development Plan has been to improve attendance.  I am delighted to report that           
significant improvements were made over the last academic year and thank you to all families for supporting this drive.  
Attendance at Chipping Sodbury School is now above the national average.  To assist your son/daughter with their own 
attendance, please be mindful not to take holidays during term time and encourage him/her to attend school even if a 
bit tired.  Clearly if someone is very unwell, he/she should not be in school.   Please continue to set very high             
expectations for your son or daughter regarding study time at home.  Reading around topics, practising maths skills or 
French vocabulary and wider learning will support your child.  As always, working in partnership best supports your 
child making good progress at school. 
 
The mobile phone ban which we introduced at the end of last term has largely been respected and very successful.  We 
see more students engaging in conversation rather than isolated on their phones, more games are being played and we 
have already experienced a significant reduction in reported incidents of unpleasant behaviour using phones.  Thank 
you to the many parents/carers who have whole-heartedly supported this strategy and for your many positive        
comments – this is greatly appreciated. 
 
Already this term we have welcomed many families to look around Chipping Sodbury School to assist making that    
important decision regarding secondary school.  Our Open Evening was very busy and vibrant.  Many students returned 
to school for the evening and really did us proud.  Senior Students looked very smart and acted as guides.  Visitors   
commented on their maturity and helpfulness when conducting a tour of the school.  We continue to run additional 
tours of the school for those families who were unable to attend. 
 
Katherine Turner 
Headteacher 

 
 

 
 

 

School Uniform 

 

The majority of students look very smart and follow our dress 

code.  Well done!  A very small number of students have returned 

to school wearing black jeans – these are not part of our uniform.  

Some girls are wearing skirts that are far too short.  The guidance 

is no more than 8cm above the knee.  If any parent/carer has a 

query regarding the uniform, please contact your son/daughter’s 

tutor.  Please remember, all students in Years 7-10 must be in our 

new school skirt or trousers from May 2020.  Year 7 students and 

those who are wearing the new clothing look incredibly smart and 

reflect high standards.  Thank you for your support 

3.15pm collection:  We continue to experience problems at the end of 

the school day when many cars arrive to collect students.  Please could 

you use the parking bays and not stop on double yellow lines or the bays 

for the buses?  The driveway is frequently blocked preventing traffic from 

moving and causing a potential hazard for students.  Thank you for your 

help in keeping our young people safe. 
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Introduction - Students  

Over the last year as part of some upgrading work we chose to move to the Microsoft Office 365 platform. Office 365 is 
much more than just an email system, it combines the main Office products in one place with almost unlimited Cloud 
storage, real-time collaboration and high availability on any device.  

All students have access to the added features of O365; this document describes the very basics of connecting to the 
system. 

O365 is available anywhere with an internet connection and is compatible with most browsers (IE, Firefox, Chrome and 
Safari).  
 
To log into Chipping Sodbury’s Office 365 system, you can either click on the link on the school website or go to the 
following web address https://login.microsoftonline.com 

 

User your email address and network password to log in 

When logged in you can access the features of Office 365 from the main screen or by clicking the square box on the top 
left of the browser. 

Other Functionality of O365 
 
Clicking on the ‘One Drive’ Tile opens up your personal storage area within O365. 

You can ‘drag and drop’ from your network drive directly in to One Drive and then access them from anywhere.  You 
can get more info here: https://support.office.com/en-us/onedrive 
  
Word, Excel and PowerPoint can be opened and edited in your web browser, alternatively you can open the full version 
of these if you need to do a great deal of editing. The online versions do not have a ‘Save’ button as this is done in the 
background as you work. PowerPoint’s can be played in the browser without having to run the full PowerPoint         
program. You can find out more from here: https://support.office.com/ 
 

https://login.microsoftonline.com/
https://support.office.com/en-us/onedrive
https://support.office.com/
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Lockers  
 
Lockers are still available for sale on Parentpay should any student still require one.  

Sixth Form News 
 

A Level results day seems like such a long way ago now and yet again it was a day of nerves and excitement finding out 

if the students had their places at their chosen universities. I am proud to say that all of our students had their first 

choice of university; the students have now started their first terms and I would like to wish them every success. Our 

students also secured some excellent apprenticeships this year with Renishaws and South Gloucestershire Council.   

Being Head of Sixth Form is such a rewarding job, it is fantastic to see the students move on to start their careers at the 

end of their studies with us.  

 

Year 12 have settled in very well to their new routines and studies, the students have already started applying for the 
Access to Bristol programme and remember the deadline is Friday 27th September more details can be found at 
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/access/apply/  
 
Year 12 will be attending the University and Apprenticeship Fair on 2nd October. This is always an excellent event and 

the students come back excited about the employment opportunities available. 

 

We encourage all of our students to secure work experience during their time in Sixth Form. Prior to starting this the 

students must return a completed work experience form. We are always looking to expand our bank of  work           

experience places and if you feel this is something you can offer please can you get in touch. 

 

Year 13 are busy completing their UCAS applications and we are aiming to have as many completed as possible by 15th 
October, which is the Oxbridge deadline. If you are a parent of a year 13 student, UCAS have published a useful guide 
https://www.ucas.com/file/185091/download?token=4Pf51fWt  
 
Cotswold Edge Open Evening will take place for Year 11’s on Thursday 14th November. An information evening for   

parents and carers about the Sixth Form will be held on Wednesday 6th November. More information will be sent to 

you nearer the time.  

 

Gill Hilleard 

Head of Sixth Form 

 

Congratulations and thank you to Year 8 students: 
 
Charlotte Lowe 
Holly Ward 
Sharon Robbins 
Charlotte Heyward 
Holly Smith 
Owen Wiltshire.  
 
At the end of the summer term these students planned, organised and ran a cake sale for the whole school and 
raised £65.07 for Macmillan Nurses. A great effort! 
 

https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/access/apply/
https://www.ucas.com/file/185091/download?token=4Pf51fWt
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On Sunday 8th September three of the Rotary Racer F24 team members took 
RRX, our new car, to the Greenpower heat at Bedford Autodrome. Race one 
was going well with RRX holding its own in third place, unfortunately due to a 
bumpy track the chain fell off. However with this problem resolved and the 
chain tightened, in race two RRX managed to secure a third place which is its 
first ever podium position! The team are really pleased with how the car has 
been performing considering it’s in its first season of racing and there is still 
lots of work to do on aerodynamics, electronics and body work. 
 
We're proud to announce that RRX has qualified for the F24 Greenpower 20th International Final due to be held at 
Silverstone on Thursday 17th September 2019. RR9, our older car, also qualified for the F24+ category, a 1hr race for 
16-25 year olds which one of our team members from Sixth Form takes part in.  
 
Details of the final will appear next time. 
 

From the Drama Department ... 
 
A new Year 7 Drama Club has begun this term. Running every Friday lunchtime, this will be a chance for Year 7s to 
make friends, play games and create their own performances. We'll also be doing some public performances to raise 
funds for the Department - watch this space! 
 
I will be organising a trip to the Bristol Old Vic in December to see their award-winning production of Charles Dickens' 
A Christmas Carol. This will initially be open to GCSE Drama students and members of the Drama Club, but will then 
be opened to anyone keen to go. We are so fortunate to have the oldest producing house in Europe on our doorstep 
and their Christmas productions are always magical so I expect demand for places to be high. 
 
One of the reasons for raising some extra funds is that we WILL be doing a Whole School Musical this year! I know 
many students have wanted to do another show after the success of Annie in 2017 and I am delighted that we're 
able to offer this opportunity for some exciting and creative collaboration between staff and students across the 
school. We plan to perform the show in July and we know that parents, carers and the wider community will support 
us. We haven't yet chosen a musical but already students are buzzing about it and coming to make their suggestions! 
 
Mrs J Donnelly 

Can you spare an hour or two to raise money for the school? 
 
I am organising the catering for the Sodbury Slog, on Sunday 10th November to raise money for the school.  Last year 
we made over £600. I’m looking for help from parents. There is some organizing to be done beforehand, but most of 
the help is needed on the day. We sell bacon rolls, cakes and hot drinks from 8am to about 2pm.  I would also be 
grateful for donations of cakes to be sold on the day. If you are able to help please contact me, Kate Pearce, on 
07871266224, or email katesteve.chipping@blueyonder.co.uk. Thanks 
 
Netball matches v Yate Academy – Tuesday 24th September 
 
Year 7 – Won 16-4, player of the match was Lara 
Year 8 – Won 24-0, player of the match was Ruby 
Year 9 – Won 14-0, player of the match was Carla 
U16 – Won 27-7, player of the match was Millicent 
 
Another fantastic set of results where we dominated in all matches – Well done, girls and long may it continue. 
 
Ms Winter, Miss Joyce and Miss Ellis 

mailto:katesteve.chipping@blueyonder.co.uk
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Maths offers 
 
Calculators are available to order through Parent Pay until 7th October.  All students are expected to have their own 
calculator for maths lessons.  
 
Revision guides are available to order for Years 9 to 11 on ParentPay until 7th October.  The revision guide is priced at 
£2.70 and the workbook is also £2.70.  We are also able to offer Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics revision cards priced 
at £3.75.  The guides are written by examiners to ensure maximum success and are designed to help students           
remember key information more easily. 

Exam Invigilators needed  
  
Chipping Sodbury School is seeking additional examination invigilators to join our team to help with the busy exams 
period. 
  
About the role: 
  
You will be employed on an as-and-when basis to supervise students taking both internal and external examinations 
as necessary throughout the school year. The hours are variable depending upon the exam timetable. The majority of 
the hours are in May and June during the main exam season so you need to be able to commit to being available  
during this period. There will be further opportunities at other times of the year such as resits in November/
December and mock exams in March.  
  
Successful candidates will work as part of a pool of invigilators and should possess good interpersonal skills with an 
ability to deal with matters calmly, swiftly and firmly without being confrontational and will need to be                    
reliable,  punctual and flexible. 
  
You must be able to work flexible daytime hours, as exams can be held throughout the school day.  We are also     
looking for individuals that can work alongside our SEN students to help with their additional needs. 
  
About you: 
  
If you are passionate about students’ development and enthusiastic to take on a new challenge, then you are the 
type of candidate we would like to speak to. Additionally, you must meet the following criteria: 
  
· be eligible to work in the UK 
· be familiar with the UK curriculum 
· possess two valid references 
  
We are dedicated to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expect all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment.  

 ‘The word from CSS library’ 

 

Hello and welcome to the news from Chipping Sodbury School library. We’ve had a fantastic start to the new academic 

year with many new faces joining in with library life. There’s been a real buzz around the place with students enjoying 

the books, new PC’s and socialising. Last Friday, Amy Havens Year 11 (Senior Student Librarian) and I, successfully          

interviewed over a dozen students in KS3 for the opportunity of becoming a student librarian. Lunchtime clubs have 

been more popular with several students practising chess, ready for this winter’s tournament in December. Homework 

club has had an influx of students after school for homework and revision. It’s wonderful to see and experience a     

well-loved and well used library.  

           Continued ... 
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… Continued 

 

Student Librarian Appointments 

 

Following a successful and positive interview process last Friday, this Tuesday, six new 

student librarians were appointed and announced. Well done to Skye Harris (Year 7), 

Hittesh Mohan (Year 7), Elena Haynes (Year 8), Summer Holbrook (Year 8), Joseph  

Derrick (Year 9) and Kyle Kozlowski (Year 9) plus Josh Simpson (Year 7) who is          

currently assisting. These        students demonstrated enthusiasm, responsibility and  

integrity during their interviews and have continued to uphold the school’s values over 

the last week. What a fantastic team and I look forward to working with you over the 

next year. 

 

Art Club – Luna the Gecko and Viaduct Sanctuary fundraising 

 

Art Club is run in the library every Tuesday lunchtime; supervised and organised by two 

of our enthusiastic Student Librarians. This term our art project is to create and make 

bookmarks to then offer for donations, in order to raise money for Luna’s food and 

therefore provide support for the Viaduct Sanctuary in Coalpit Heath, from where she 

was adopted. Students are invited to come along and enjoy meeting new friends, relax 

and be artistic. 

 

The 2020 Concorde Book Award Book Club 

 

Students are invited to join our Concorde Book Club on Friday break-times in the      

library. The final selection of books are being decided imminently by the South Glos 

Librarians, with some new and exciting fiction published from 2018. The Book Club   

enables students to get involved with a local book award where they read the   

shortlisted books; blog about their reading journey; vote on their favourite title and 

attend an award ceremony in Stoke Gifford with an opportunity to present and meet 

some of the authors.  

 

If a student would like to know more, please come and see Mrs Vallis or Amy in the library. 

 

A reminder of our clubs that run in the library: 

 

Homework Club - Tuesday to Friday 3.15pm-4.30pm. 

Art Club – Tuesday Lunchtimes 

Board Games Club – Wednesday Lunchtimes 

Concorde Book Club – Friday Lunchtimes 

  

Mrs Vallis – HLTA  


