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Chipping Sodbury School 

Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

May  
24th Parents Evening 5 (Y7/Y8) 
June  
7th Y12 HE Apprenticeship 
Info Evening 
20th Science Fair 
20th Sports Personality 25th- 

14th February 2020  

As we come to the end  of  term 3,  we  have  much to celebrate  within our  school  

community.  I trust all parents/carers have had the opportunity to read the letter from 

Kathy Maddocks, HMI who conducted our recent Ofsted monitoring inspection.  A copy 

of this was sent out via In Touch to all families,  it is on  the school  website and the  

Ofsted  website.  We are delighted that Mrs Maddocks recognised the impact of all our 

school improvement work. 

 

To support students’ mental wellbeing, we have had a rich programme of activities and 

assemblies to provide a wide range of opportunities to engage in something different.  

These have been well attended by students across the year groups.  I wish to thank all 

staff who have given so generously of their time to enable this to happen and especially 

Mrs Gray who continues to work tirelessly to drive forwards this important part of 

school life. 

 

Students who are preparing for exams this summer have a detailed programme of supported study available to them.  

Everyone  has been  informed about  the offer  and should take every opportunity to engage in this support.  It had a 

significant impact on those students who participated last year and for some students made the difference of at least 

one grade.  

 

I have recently written to parents/carers of students in Years 8, 9 and 10 with information regarding our forthcoming 

curriculum changes.   Over the past few months,  we have spent  time reviewing  our whole  curriculum  model  and 

recognise it is time to develop it further.  The detailed work continues with discussions with our Governing Body and 

leaders in school.  However, from September 2020 we will have a 3-year Key Stage 3 and will evolve our vertical op-

tions structure to a linear model ie students will study their option subjects over a 2-year period and sit their GCSEs at 

the end of Year 11.  This principle was agreed at a recent governors’ meeting at the end of January.  This does mean 

that students in Year 8 do not need to make option choices at this point in their school career.  

   

With  a view to the work to further develop the curriculum,  an additional Inset day has been agreed with the Local  

Authority.  This will take place on Friday 26th June 2020.  The only year groups which will be affected are years 7, 8 

and 9.  Year 10 will be on work experience and should attend their placement.  Year 12 teaching will continue as usual. 

 

We have just received notification from the Department for Education regarding advice for Coronavirus; there is a link 

on the website.  It is very clear, students and staff should continue to attend school as usual unless they have recently 

returned from a named country – the link is on the website.  Should this advice change, you will be notified.  

    

As we head into the school holidays, our school ski trip will be departing for the snowy slopes of Austria and we hope 
they have a wonderful time.  I trust everyone has a great half term, whatever you are doing.   
 
Katherine Turner 
Headteacher 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

February 
14th Ski trip 
14th End of Term 3 
14th Mufti Day 
24th Start of Term 4 
March 
5th Y10 Parents’ Evening 
5th World Book Day 
9th Y11 Leavers’ photo 
13th World Pi Day 
18th Y7 Parents’ Evening 
25th Y8 & Y9 HPV Immunisations 
26th Y12/13 Parents’ Evening 
(Brimsham Green School) 
April 
2nd Y11 Parents’ Evening 
2nd Y9 & Y10 OPV Parents’ 
Evening 
3rd INSET—school Closed 
3rd End of Term 4 
20th Start of Term 5 
June 
1st Uniform changeover 
Years 7-10 
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From the Drama Department 
 
We have recently welcomed the Bristol Old Vic into school to perform a specially adapted version of Shakespeare's 
timeless tragedy Macbeth.  Our GCSE Drama students will use this performance to write the theatre review section of 
their written exam in May.  They were joined by the whole of Year 10 who have recently studied "the Scottish play" as 
part of their GCSE English Literature course.  It is so important that our  students are exposed to fantastic cultural     
experiences like these. 
 
Our Drama Club are about to begin work on a very exciting project. They are going to develop the drama scenes  that 
will become part of our summer production. We are not doing a traditional whole  school musical this year,  but are  
instead going to bring you a selection of some of the most popular songs from several different hit shows. These will be 
linked by a story that the Drama Club will be developing over the coming weeks. It's going to be a brilliant project to be 
a part of and any students or staff who wish to be involved should watch this space! 
 

 

Sixth Form News 
 
A huge congratulations to Ben Roberts who has secured a place on the On Track to Bath University Programme, he will 
spend several days at the university during this year and attend a residential summer school. Ben has also applied for 
the Nuffield Research Placement and we wish him every success with his application.  
 
Good luck to Katie Pellow, Tom Peaston, Jack Barton and Nick Whittles who have applied for a place at the University 
of Oxford Summer School.  
 
Year 13 have been busy this term taking mock exams in preparation for their summer exams which start on Monday 
11th May.  The students have been given lots of support and guidance regarding their revision schedules and time  
management. If any parents have any questions about exam management please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Year 12 have recently had a morning exploring a variety of mental and physical health strategies where they worked 
with UWE staff. Alongside this they have been looking into procrastination and balancing the important aspects of 
their studies along with the demands of part time jobs and other commitments. The year 12’s will soon be preparing 
for their mock exams which take place 11th – 22nd May.  
 
Year 12 will also be starting to consider their options post A Levels soon in a workshop about why go to university and 
choosing the right courses.  We have an event in June for parents to explain the UCAS and Higher Apprenticeship    
processes.  
 
We welcomed all the year 11’s who have applied to Cotswold Edge on  Wednesday 12th February when we ran a taster 
morning. 
 
Gill Hilleard 
Head of Sixth Form  

Library News 
 
Homework Club will now be running on Monday as well as the rest of the week. It starts at 3.15pm and finishes at 
4.30pm and is based in the Library.  If any help or support is needed with homework, students are welcome to come 
along.   
 
The list of overdue books is growing fast so there is a late returns amnesty.  If you have any late library books that need 
to come back please return them. Thank you. 



3 

 
Food preparation and Nutrition news! 

 

It has been a busy couple of weeks in the cooking rooms! On 17th January the Food Preparation and nutrition GCSE 

class took part in a national food styling and presentation challenge. Each student was given a teacake which they had 

to plate in the most interesting way. These are the three winners who will be entered from the school for the chance 

to win a prize provided by Tunnocks. Well done everyone, your ideas were superb! 

 

Under 14 winner  - Kacey Pritchard  

Over 14 winner – Bradley Hathway 

Most novel – Henri Chomette 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, a local country skills and cookery school owner - Bod Griffiths from Vale House Kitchen came to visit and 

gave a cookery demonstration to the class. He demonstrated how to prepare a dish before students cooked (and ate!) 

their own. We are very grateful to Bod for giving up his time to give our students such an enriching experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Mrs Finch 
Teacher of Food Preparation and Nutrition 

U16 Netball team - County Champions 
 
The U16 netball team have finished the season as county champions.  They 
have remained unbeaten all season and have shown great commitment to 
training which has clearly been reflected in the performances they have 
shown this season.  What a fantastic achievement and a great way for the 
Year 11's that are leaving us to end their final season at Chipping Sodbury.  
Thank you for all of your commitment and effort in netball over the past 5 
years.  We will miss you all. 
 
Ms Winter, Miss Joyce and Miss Ellis 



4 

 

Disability Awareness Workshop 

 

During Life Learning, Year 7 had a fantastic disability awareness workshop led by Nathan Fernandes. He gave students 

an insight into what life is like for someone living with a disability. Nathan has cerebral palsy and he explained the 

range of difficulties he faces on a daily basis, but also how his disability has not stopped him living a fulfilling life,    

travelling, socialising and running three businesses. He also gave students tips on how they can support someone with 

a disability. It was very insightful and Year 7 asked many relevant questions. Nathan delivered the powerful message 

that anything is possible if you put your mind to it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 student comments: 

 

Lewis Couzens – “Nathan is a great role model and his presentation was inspirational and it is good that he stays true 

to himself and doesn’t let disability stop him doing things he likes, such as video games and travelling”. 

 

Charlie Crumpton – “It is important to know that having a disability does not stop an individual living a fulfilling life”. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Elections have been held for the School Senate over December and January and the new Senate has been meeting. In 
the picture students are shown receiving their Senate ties – designed by the Senate themselves – from Mr Reed.  
 
The first high profile event organised by the Senate is a Mufti Day on 14th February 
(£1 per student). All monies raised will go towards the purchase of a large planter 
in the High Street, complete with school crest and floral display, as the students’ 
contribution towards Sodbury in Bloom. Any remaining funds will be used to buy 
wildflower seeds which when sown should regenerate insect life in the school 
grounds. Sad fact: since the end of the Second World War 97% of the wildflower 
habitat in Britain has been lost and each pack of ‘beebombs’ will return 21 sqft of 
that habitat. 
 
Also on that day will be a cake and plant sale. Any donations from staff and parents gratefully accepted. 
 
The next edition of the newsletter will have pictures of our Eco Mufti Day. 
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From Integra Catering - An update on their new sandwich range 
 
Integra are proud to provide the catering service at Chipping Sodbury School. As I’m sure you’re aware we recently 
introduced a new range of sandwiches, rolls and wraps from The Real Wrap Company, a local supplier based in     
Avonmouth. We chose to introduce these new menu items in advance of food labelling legislation requirements being    
introduced next year, as well as provide increased choices for staff and students.  This addition now means we’re able 
to offer a much larger range of products than we could reasonably make ourselves, including a selection of new sizzling 
hot wraps.  The new range has been in place only a short time, but we’re pleased to say that the feedback from       
everyone has been very positive, which is backed up by our strong sales levels. To ensure we’re on the right track, 
we’re also continuing to closely monitor sales and will look at trialling new products and fillings going forward. In the 
meantime we hope both staff and students continue to enjoy the new products. Please feel free to let our Kitchen 
Manager Julia know your feedback – including any firm favourites you may have! You can contact Julia on 01454 
862915, or alternatively speak to one of your school kitchen team. 
 
Graeme Millar 
Senior Operations Manager 
Integra 
 

 

 

In January some students from the Access Centre joined an engineering workshop organised by the James Dyson 

Foundation.  Harri Elliott (who used to be a Chipping Sodbury School student!) gave an interesting presentation 

about the history of the Dyson company, showing us some of the inventions and designs that led to what we now 

recognise as the Dyson Vacuum.  The students then returned to the Access Centre with the brief to use some Dyson 

Vacuum parts, cardboard and Sellotape to make their own hovering design.  

 

The students came up with various designs including a hovering remote control food plate that can bring drinks and 

snacks to you anywhere in your house.  Another student designed the hovering cooker that could bring you hot food 

to order.  This workshop was just after lunch and some of the students seemed to have been inspired by the lunches 

they had just got from the canteen! 

 

Once the students had made their prototypes, Harri then came back and the students had an opportunity to present 

their prototypes to him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           The Hover Cooker!                                                 The Hover Plate! 



6 

 

Greenpower POD Movement team update (Winter) 
 
2019 finished with our team coming 26th at the Silverstone final and therefore 26th out of 266 teams that took part 
last year.   
 
We said goodbye to Ellis who has now started his apprenticeship at Renishaw and said hello to two new team       
members Harry and Noah.  The team is now complete with six of the team (the others being Fin, Owen L, Owen W and 
Will) competing in F24 races (11 to 16yrs) and with Olly now moving up to F24+ races (16-25yrs).   
 
Our car, POD-SIX, is now three years old and so we have started building the next POD car (our 9th car since 2005 
when we started).  The plan is to use the new car for F24 and POD-SIX for F24+ races.  POD-SIX has now been           
upgraded for the 2020 season with a derailleur geared system and a more streamlined body.  As the bodywork is 
made from Correx we have also gained sponsorship from DS Smith Plastics Ltd who make the product.   
 
The build of the new POD car is also well underway.  It already has a chassis and wheels and the race is on to get it   
finished before the first event on 26th April.  We have also received additional sponsorship form Dodington Parish 
Council for the materials to build the new car and for its first year’s race expenses.  
 
For those who wish to follow up we are on twitter:@pod_movement 

 
To see us on a practice run at Silverstone in October: https://youtu.be/q7bkTqOxdMM 
 
New POD car design — POD-SIX in the pits at Silverstone. 

 
 

 

 

Careers Fair 
 

We held our first annual ‘Careers Fair’ on Wednesday 22nd January. The fair 

was an overwhelming success with over 20 providers from a wide range of 

apprenticeships, industries, colleges and universities.  Ask Apprenticeship ran 

two talks for both students and parents which provided specific knowledge on 

a variety of topics.   
 

Each year group attended the fair during the school day and the knowledge 

they received will be beneficial to their future careers. Being given the        

opportunity to access events like this will give our students an excellent 

choice and insight into various career pathways. 
 

The feedback we have received from the delegates was really positive; they were particularly impressed by the          

direction and ambition of our students, they believe most of our students are aspirational and realistic in what they 

want to achieve when they complete their education.  
 

It was a very inspirational day. 
 

For continued support at home all students should be using Career Pilot (www.careerpilot.org.uk) to help with their 
curriculum vitae, answer any questions and for general guidance.  
 

Mrs Cheverton and Mrs Dunn 

https://youtu.be/q7bkTqOxdMM
http://www.careerpilot.org.uk
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Year 9, 10 & 11 Study Support Programme 
 

Students have been busy at this time of the year preparing for their summer examinations. We have a programme 
that is published on our website that should assist them. The link below will take you to the site: http://
www.chippingsodburyschool.com/parents/Exam-Information/ 

We have also attached to the latest newsletter, our subject revision timetables to support students’ attendance at 
these sessions.  
 

Many of you will know that attendance at these sessions does have an impact on your son’s/daughter’s outcomes and 
attendance at them DOES make a difference. In the words of the author of the Bear Hunt, “We can't go over it. We 
can't go under it. Oh no! We've got to go through it! Swishy swashy!” 
 

Please help us in supporting the students at this time with attendance at these sessions. 
 

Kind regards 
 

David Hinkins 
Deputy Headteacher 

Year 11 Science Student Supported Study 

Geography Revision Timetable 
 

26th February:  Hazards 

11th March:  Economic World 

22nd April:  Quizzing/exam skills 

6th May:  Open revision/student specific requests 

http://www.chippingsodburyschool.com/parents/Exam-Information/
http://www.chippingsodburyschool.com/parents/Exam-Information/
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School revision sessions 
 
Year 11 GCSE Maths Revision— After school sessions, every Thursday in M2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School revision sessions 
 
Year 9, 10 & 11 GCSE History Revision —  After school Sessions, Wednesday Week 2 H4, the session will be repeated 

lunchtime Thursday Week 1 H4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Date Week Session Topic 

13/02/2020 1 12 Past paper drop-in 

20/02/2020 Half Term   

27/02/2020 2 13 Angles 

05/03/2020 1 14 Past paper drop-in 

12/03/2020 2 15 Number Overload 

19/03/2020 1 16 Past paper drop-in 

26/03/2020 2 17 Algebra Overload 

02/04/2020 1 18 Past paper drop-in 

09/04/2020 
Easter Holiday 

  

16/04/2020   

23/04/2020 2 19 
Ratio & Proportion 

Overload 

30/04/2020 1 20 Past paper drop-in 

07/05/2020 2 21 Number Overload 2 

14/05/2020 1 22 Past paper drop-in 

21/05/2020 2 23 Past paper drop-in 

 
Students from CSS organised a concert of school bands at lunchtime on            
7th     February to raise funds for Off the Record, a young people’s counselling 
service. 
  
A total of £84.42 was raised – in practical terms that pays for 8 and half hours’ 
worth of counselling. Well done to all our students who supported this cause. 
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After recent success in the Regional competitions, where Jake Garett came first in the 50m, 100m & 200m freestyle; 
50m, 100m & 200m backstroke; and 2nd in 50m fly, he has now been selected to represent the South West England at 
the national Inter-Divisional Championships to be held in Sheffield at the end of February. Good luck Jake, we look  
forward to hearing more success from you soon.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term has seen football take over as the main extra-curricular activity. Turnout to training has been outstanding, 
with more than 50 students from all years turning up to training. Fixtures against local schools for boys and girls have 
been taking place with some mixed results. 
 
Boys’ fixtures v Marlwood    Boys fixtures v YA   Boys fixtures v BGS 
Year 7 lost      Year 7 lost 2-0    Year 7, 8 & 9 postposed due to weather, 
Year 8 won 3-1      Year 8 won 4-1    to be confirmed after half term. 
Year 9 drew      Year 9 lost 3-0    Year 9 drew 1-1 
Year 10 won 4-1     Year 10 won 3-0 *YA no team  Year 11 won 3-0 *BGS no team 
Year 11 lost 3-0      Year 11 won 4-2 
 
Forthcoming fixtures: 
League fixtures v Castle 
26th February – Years 7, 9 & 11 away at Castle 
27th February – Years 8 & 10 home to Castle 
 
Woodcock Shield 
4th March – Year 10 v Bedminster Down at CSS 
 
Girls’ Football 
Participation in girls’ extra football has been excellent. Year 8 girls finished 3rd in 
their indoor football tournament. The Year 9 girls played their fixture Wednesday 
12th February. Both competitions were held in the CSS sports centre. Well done to 
all of the students who took part.  
    
 
 
            … continued 
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continued … 

 

Indoor athletics 
 
The year 8 boys were successful in winning the local schools competitions, and therefore went on to represent the 
area against schools from all over South Gloucestershire, Somerset, Bath and North East Somerset. The six students all 
performed to the best of their abilities and represented the school extremely well. The boys finished 8th in the end. 
Well done to Akira, Max, Levelle, Louis, Jack and Callum. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Skiing 
 
The annual school ski trip is ready to depart on Friday 14th February to Warth, Austria. The conditions are looking great 
for a fantastic week of skiing. Students have been hard at work learning the ropes at Gloucester Dry Ski Slope every 
week throughout January. A full trip round up will follow on our return.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


