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Chipping Sodbury School 

Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

May  
24th Parents Evening 5 (Y7/Y8) 
June  
7th Y12 HE Apprenticeship 
Info Evening 
20th Science Fair 
20th Sports Personality 25th- 

27th May 2022  

I am delighted to report that the exam season has started very smoothly.  Invigilators 
and teaching staff have been very impressed by the calm manner in which students 
have approached their exams.  We continue with lessons when students are not in   
exams to ensure each individual has maximum contact with their teachers to fully    
prepare for all papers.  After half term, once all papers have been completed in each 
subject, students are no longer required to attend lessons.  Therefore, attendance at 
school will gradually reduce.  We recognise that students have missed a great deal of 
face to face contact over the past two years and we wish to provide as much support as 
possible. 
 
You may be aware that there is a national shortage of exam invigilators and the         
demand has increased.  We have a strong team of colleagues who run exams but if any 
parent/carer would like to become an invigilator, we are constantly looking to recruit.  
Please contact the school should you be interested or if you are aware of anyone else 
who may wish to apply for this paid work.   
 
We are currently in the process of reviewing the service provided by Monkhouse, the school uniform company and the 
value for money they offer.  We are aware that there have been a number of issues regarding supply of uniform.  I will 
be seeking feedback from parents/carers during term 6.  Whilst the vast majority of students wear their uniform with 
pride and look incredibly smart, a small number continue to push the boundaries.  Black jeans, leggings and joggers are 
not part of the day to day uniform and therefore should not be worn in school.  We are mindful of the spiralling cost of 
living for families and as always, should any family need assistance purchasing uniform, we are always happy to help.  
Please contact the relevant Head of House if you require financial help.  We are also keen to broaden our range of   
second hand items of school uniform.  If your child has grown out of items of clothing or they are moving on from  
Chipping Sodbury School, we will gratefully receive good quality second hand items to assist other families, please see 
below. 
 
This academic year we have had a focus on matters associated with equality, diversity and inclusion.  This has involved 
staff training, student voice activities and a review of the work we do in the classroom and through our House        
structure.  We have observed some very positive changes.  However, we are not complacent and recognise there is still 
work to be done which will continue next year.  I am keen to seek feedback from parents/carers and will include this 
when I contact you for feedback on a number of issues next term. 
 
Free school meal vouchers will be issued to all eligible families ready for the half term holidays.  If your financial        
circumstances have changed and you believe you may be entitled to apply for free school meals, please check by using 
the South Gloucestershire online application form at: www.southglos.gov.uk/schoolmeals  
 
I hope everyone is able to enjoy the forthcoming half term holiday and the Jubilee Bank Holiday weekend.  It is critical 
that all students who are within their exam period spend valuable time revising as a last push.  Good luck with revision 
and the exams after the holidays. 
 

 … continued 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

May 2022 
27th End of Term 5  
June 2022 
6th Start of Term 6 
9th Yr10 Cotswold Edge 
Information Evening 
10th Yr7 Science Show at Sodbury 
Town Hall 
15th Chipping Sodbury Festival 
Concert 
16th Y10 Parents Evening 
17th Combined Schools Concert 
23rd June Yr12 Parents Evening 
29th Yr6 Induction Day & Parents 
Evening 
30th June Yr6 Induction Day 
July 2022 
1st INSET DAY 
6th Yr 11 Sixth Form Induction 
12th Sports Day 
18th Old Sodbury School 
Production 
22nd End of Term 6 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/schoolmeals
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continued … 
 

Key reminders 
 

Please support your son/daughter and the school regarding the following: 
 
Jeans/denim of any description are not part of our school uniform.  If any parent/carer 
requires assistance with uniform, please let the relevant Head of House know.   
 

Black joggers are not to be worn to school and the navy blue PE sweatshirt is for PE       
lessons only.  Thank you for your support. 

 

A number of students are bringing fizzy drinks into school, some of which are very high energy 
drinks.  These drinks, whether in a can or bottle, should not be brought into school at any time 
and they are not appropriate for breakfast.   Fizzy drinks will be confiscated if found with a        
student. 
 

Mobile phone policy 
 

Please could you remind your son/daughter that mobile devices are not to be switched on or used in school including 
the school grounds.  Devices are at risk of being confiscated for the day and locked in a safe if seen out of a bag/pocket.  
Please could you reinforce the need to have a phone etc switched off and buried in a bag?  Thank you for your help. 
 

Second hand uniform 
 

We welcome any donations of clean, good quality second hand uniform.  If your child has grown out of any items of 
clothing which you no longer require, please could you send into school?  We would like to help more families and   
recognise the pressures on household budgets.  Badged items are especially welcomed, as are astro-trainers or other 
appropriate footwear which still has plenty on ‘life’ left.  Thank you for any assistance you can provide. 
 

Katherine Turner 
Headteacher 
 
 

Junior Maths Challenge 
 

Eighty four Year 7 and 8 students took part in the Junior Maths Challenge on 27th 
and 28th April. The Junior Challenge is a national 60 minute multiple choice       
challenge. It encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of thought and fluency 
in using basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems. 
 

The results are now in and we have an amazing 16 Bronze awards, 2 silver awards 
and 2 Gold awards. All students who took part will receive a participation          
certificate. 
 

Below is one of the questions from this year: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’ve also just discovered that Madeline (Year 12) has secured a merit award in the British Olympiad follow-on round 
which we believe is a first in Chipping Sodbury School history.  Congratulations Madeline! 
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Top Journalists Visit Chipping Sodbury School 
 
Some of you may recall last year that Mrs Criddle and Mrs Oakley won a competition in the national magazine, Take A 
Break. The prize was a visit to London for a make-over and photoshoot to feature in the magazine. Whilst there Mrs 
Criddle and Mrs Oakley built up a good rapport with the journalist, Jean Jollands, who expressed an interest in visiting     
Chipping Sodbury School, meeting some students and running a small workshop.  
 
After almost a year in the planning it finally happened on Wednesday 18th May. Jean and her colleague, Hope, took 
the early train from London and arrived at 9am.  
 
Forty-three students were selected, twenty-four year 10 students and nineteen year 7 students. They were chosen as 
they had achieved the largest number of house points. 
 
Students were split into four workshops of between eight and thirteen; two from each year group. Jean and Hope 
spoke to the students about how they became journalists, their highlights and their challenges, including being in 
some dangerous situations.  The students were given an activity to complete with their own thoughts and ideas.  
There was a question and answer time and the students were presented with a certificate before they left. 
 
One year 10 student was already interested in becoming a journalist. Hope has offered to give him advice and contacts 
for the future. 
 
A year 7 student was so impressed that Jean had interviewed famous footballers, such as Sol Campbell (Arsenal) and 
Patrick Vieira (Crystal Palace), that, when receiving his certificate, he gasped “Whoa! We’ve got the signature of  
someone who has spoken to Sol Campbell and Patrick Vieira”. Another student asked, “can we do this again next 
year?” 
 
As they left Jean and Hope spoke to the head teacher, Mrs Turner, and complimented the students on their              
enthusiasm, cooperation and behaviour. They told me they had very much enjoyed their day. Jean said “We had the 
most amazing, inspiring day and the students were fantastic”.  Hope added, “The students are such an inspiration. I 
will definitely think again about going into teaching”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Uniform 
 
If parents/carers have any spare uniform in good condition that they are willing to donate back to us, we’d be very 
grateful to receive it.  We have a number of families struggling with the current cost of living crisis and this is one way 
that we can help to support them.  Please could you send it in to reception for attention of Miss Mayes. 
 
 

 

Jean advises year 10 students. Hope explaining the task Sharon, Julie, Jean, Hope with year 7's 
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Project Dragonfly CIC Wins Award 

 

On the evening of Thursday 28th April Mrs Oakley, founder of Project Dragonfly CIC, was invited 
to the civic reception at Yate Academy to receive an award. We were honoured to be nominated 
by Dodington Parish Council for being outstanding in the community. The award was presented by 
the Lord Mayor of Yate and Sodbury and the Chair of Dodington Parish Council. 
 
Project Dragonfly CIC works with young people building self-esteem, confidence, and resilience. Mrs Oakley said she 
was   delighted to receive the award and had a very enjoyable evening. 
 
For more information on Project Dragonfly CIC visit www.projectdragonflycic.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sixth Form News 
 
We are hosting a Higher Education and Apprenticeship Information Evening for Year 12 parents/carers on Thursday 7th 
June. We have representatives from UWE, Bristol University, Cambridge University and the National Apprenticeships 
and Student Finance to talk about the progression from Sixth Form. 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming our Year 11’s into the Sixth Form on their Induction on Wednesday 6th July.   
Further details regarding the Induction will be sent out next term to students and parents/carers but if you have any 
questions please get in touch. 
 
On Thursday 9thJune we are inviting all Year 10 parents/carers to attend a Cotswold Edge Sixth Form Information  
Evening to hear about the opportunities we have to offer and the application process. 
 
I would like to wish Year 13 every success in their exams, they have all worked so hard.  We are fully aware of the 
stresses of the exam period, if you have any concerns please do get in touch. We are looking forward to celebrating 
with you all at the Gala Dinner on Friday 1st July.   
 
Gill Hilleard 
Head of Sixth Form  
 
 

http://www.project

