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Chipping Sodbury School 

Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

May  
24th Parents Evening 5 (Y7/Y8) 
June  
7th Y12 HE Apprenticeship 
Info Evening 
20th Science Fair 
20th Sports Personality 25th- 

8th April 2022  

 
As we have just passed the second anniversary of the first COVID-19 lockdown, none of 
us could have anticipated the continuing impact of the pandemic.  This term has felt 
quite relentless with the persistent challenges we face including the impact of staff and 
student absence.  Thank you for your understanding regarding the rare occurrence of 
having to have a year group at home to work remotely.  This is far from ideal and we 
have strived to avoid putting these measures in place. 
 
It has been really positive to see so many more enrichment activities underway with numerous sporting clubs and    
fixtures taking place.  The Duke of Edinburgh Award group have been engaged in their training, our Greenpower teams 
are busy working hard, Mrs Boulton has been collaborating with a number of local primary schools with a joint          
orchestra venture and our rich study support programme has been up and running to assist Year 11 students in their 
preparation for summer examinations.  Students in our Access Centre have been visiting Westonbirt Arboretum each 
fortnight as part of a Community Programme.  Since January, we have been assisting with the build of the new        
Community Shelter, which has been a fantastic experience.  In May, the students and their families have been invited 
to celebrate the success of this project and cook pizza in the open. 
  
Year 11 are just completing their second round of mock examinations and have really impressed the invigilators with 
their attitude and approach.  It is really important that both Year 11 and Year 13 students work hard over the Easter 
holidays in preparation for their final exams.  Year 10 students should also be studying in the holidays for their formal 
exams which start on May 3rd 2022.  We wish all students the very best over these next few weeks. 
 
Staffing changes:  Gary Brown has started working with us as a counsellor.  He is incredibly well qualified and             
experienced and we have already had very positive feedback from students and parents. Luke Blizzard will start        
immediately after Easter as teacher of MFL.  Sarah Elliott has been appointed as a new member of our Admin and    
Reception team to add extra capacity and Tammy Williams is our new Receptionist in the mornings to replace Tracy 
Vaughan who left recently.  Kate Babisz has just started with us as an Examination Officer.  Luke Bedwell will start as 
our new Sports Facilities Manager after Easter.  Helen Smith has been appointed as a new Caretaker to replace Chris 
Burke.  I wish to welcome all new staff to our school community and thank those who have left for their work. 
 
Our local vaccination team have asked us to forward the following information about COVID-19 vaccinations for 5 to 11 
year olds.  The NHS is now offering COVID-19 vaccines to children aged 5 to 11 years. Appointments are being held in 
dedicated children’s clinics across the area and can be booked online via the National Booking Service or by calling 119. 
Some walk-in clinics are also available and details of these, along with information about all the vaccination options in 
our area, can be found at www.grabajab.net. 
 
Children’s clinics are being run by GPs, community pharmacies and the Vaccination Centre @ UWE Bristol, where 
themed child-friendly pods have been created to make the Centre feel welcoming for young children.  Younger children 
receive a lower (paediatric) vaccine dose. More information about the vaccination and the effects of COVID-19 in young 
children can be found here.  
 

...continued 

 
 
 

Forthcoming Dates 

April 2022 
8th End of Term 4  
25th INSET Day 
25th Start of Term 5 (Week 2 on 
timetable) 
May 2022 
2nd Bank Holiday 
3rd Year 10 Mock Exams 
9th Year 12 Mock Exams 
26th Year 12 Higher Education & 
Apprenticeship Evening, CSS 
27th End of Term 5 
June 2022 
6th Start of Term 6 (Week 1 on 
timetable) 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
http://www.grabajab.net
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-aged-5-to-11-years
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continued … 
 
South Gloucestershire are now welcoming Ukrainian children, young people and their families through two schemes 
that are there to support those fleeing war: the Family Scheme and Homes for Ukraine Scheme.  Should any of our 
families be sponsoring Ukrainian nationals, please let us know and we will work closely with colleagues in the LA to  
ensure the most appropriate services are identified and support is put in place.  There is a dedicated webpage that 
could be useful to share with new arrivals, sponsors but also the wider community: Ukraine crisis help and support | 
BETA - South Gloucestershire Council (southglos.gov.uk) 
 
The British Red Cross has a range of support and information available for those who are already (or are arriving) in the 
UK. The information is available in both English and Ukrainian.  This information will provide new families with          
information about how things work here in the UK once they arrived. 
 
Help for Ukrainian nationals 
Information leaflet for Ukrainian nationals arriving in the UK - written in English 
Information leaflet for Ukrainian nationals arriving in the UK - written in Ukrainian 
Ukrainians who were in the UK when the war broke out and require legal assistance on immigration issues can contact 
the Ukraine Advice Project UK 
 
I wish you all a very Happy Easter and to our Muslim families, Ramadan Mubarak. Amongst all the hard work for those 
students preparing for exams, I trust everyone is able to recharge batteries ready for next term. 
 
Katherine Turner 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
Music Department News 
 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra Concert 
 
32 musicians from Years 9 & 11 attended a performance by members of the BSO, including some of the GCSE set works 
we have been studying such as Defying Gravity from Wicked and J.S. Bach's Brandenburg Concerto No. 5.  This was an 
excellent opportunity to enjoy live music again and hear commentary about the pieces from an expert. 
 
Eastside Funk Performance 
 
All students in Year 8 were treated to a concert by a group of performers, known as 
Eastside Funk from the Birmingham Conservatoire, which is one of the leading music 
colleges in the country.  We enjoyed a range of popular classics including Uptown 
Funk, Havana and Seven Nation Army.  It was a brilliant opportunity to experience 
what we have been learning in class about the rhythm section and front-line         
instruments.   
 
Exam Success 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have passed their recent music exams: 
 
Maddy Peeling - Grade 6 Singing (merit) 
Teddy Winkworth - Grade 4 Classical Guitar (merit) 
Leo Derrick - Grade 3 Rock Guitar (merit) 
Zach Griffiths - Grade 2 Classical Guitar 
Sharon Robbins - Grade 1 Singing (merit) 

https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/ukraine-crisis-help-and-support?msclkid=8e3bdba5b32911ecb8e9c1669bb0901d
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/ukraine-crisis-help-and-support?msclkid=8e3bdba5b32911ecb8e9c1669bb0901d
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-help/get-help-as-a-refugee/help-for-refugees-from-ukraine
https://www.redcross.org.uk/-/media/documents/get-help-as-a-refugee/ukraine/information-leaflet-for-ukrainians-arriving-in-the-uk.pdf?la=en&hash=F7B944113231A3D1E81779862CBB0CE8C6E94EC8
https://www.redcross.org.uk/-/media/documents/get-help-as-a-refugee/ukraine/information-leaflet-for-ukrainians-arriving-in-the-uk_ukrainian.pdf?la=en&hash=74D6150B1BE2D49E4F4A88D102F62737F2DE325D
https://advice-ukraine.co.uk/
https://advice-ukraine.co.uk/


3 

 
Sixth Form News 
 
We are now in exam preparation time for Year 13, the first A level exam is 23rd May. I would like to take this             
opportunity to wish the students good luck with their exams. Year 12 are also preparing for their mock exams which 
will take place during 9th May – 20th May.  The mocks are an important benchmark for Year 12 students and it is        
important that they are approached in a conscientious manner. We will be holding a mock retake week in June for 
those students who have underperformed in their mocks.  
 
It has been a busy few weeks again in the Sixth Form.  During our Wednesday morning programme Year 12 have been 
starting to explore their choices about their next steps after A Levels. We are attending the UCAS exhibition on 28th 
April where the students will be able to talk to a wealth of Universities about their courses alongside apprenticeships. 
During term six Year 12 will start the process of applying for University and considering their options. To support     
parents/carers through this process we will be holding a Higher Education and Apprenticeship Evening on Thursday 
26th May 5.30pm - 7.00pm, more details will be sent to you next term. 
 
Year 13 have started to make their Firm and Insurance choices for University.  These need to be finalised by 9th June, 
however it is best to double check your courses as this date could differ. Congratulations to all students who have 
made their decisions.  Applications for student finance also need to be completed by 20th May and more information 
can be found at www.gov.uk/get-undergraduate-student-loan and https://studentfinance.campaign.gov.uk/  
 
To help those students looking for apprenticeships, good websites are www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship,  
www.notgoingtouni.co.uk and www.indeed.co.uk. Congratulations to all of the students who have been offered      
apprenticeships or are in the interview process; offers have been received from Rolls Royce, Aston Martin and Air Bus 
so far.  

I am delighted to say we are running our New York trip in October 2022 and we are really looking forward to taking 20 
students away with us.  
 
We would also like to congratulate Jessica Hopson who has secured a place to attend the Law Conference at Cam-
bridge University.  
 
Gill Hilleard 
Head of Sixth Form 
 
 
Intermediate Maths Challenge 
 
Students form Years 9, 10 and 11 sat the Intermediate Maths Challenge paper during February. The Intermediate       
Mathematical Challenge is a national 60-minute, multiple-choice challenge. It encourages mathematical                    
reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems. The 
problems on the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge are designed to make students think. This year we have had 
some fantastic results with 3 Gold awards, 5 Silver awards and 25 Bronze awards. We also have 3 students who have 
qualified for the next round. Well done to all who took part. 
 
Can you answer this question from the challenge? 
 
 
 

 

 

… continued 

https://www.gov.uk/get-undergraduate-student-loan
https://studentfinance.campaign.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk
http://www.indeed.co.uk
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continued … 
 
Year 10 Athelstan Trust Maths Challenge 
 
On 3rd March, 5 Year 10 students attended the Athelstan Trust Maths Challenge Day at Sir William Romney’s school. 
The day was organised by the AMSP and involved 3 challenge rounds and taster lessons on Core maths, A level maths 
and    Further maths. The team came 3rd out of 9 and showed excellent team work and problem solving skills.  
 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Expedition Training Day with H5 Adventure 
 
On Sunday 3rd April, 15 students working towards their bronze DofE Award attended a day to train for their expedition. 
H5 adventure came in to teach participants about first aid, map reading, route planning, kit lists, walking equipment 
such as boots and rucksacks and planning nutritious and lightweight food. We also had great fun practising putting up 
tents and boiling water on Trangias. The students were a credit to the school and got involved in all of the activities. 
We will be doing our practice expedition in March and hoping the weather will be a little warmer! 
 
Alongside the expedition training students have also been busy working towards the other 3 sections of their award-
skills, volunteering and physical. Amongst the many activities, we have students helping out with park runs, learning 
sign language, doing online CAD/CAM courses, improving cooking skills, animal care and participating in tang soo do.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Girls’ Football: Indoor and Outdoor Tournaments  
 
Yr10 & 11 – Finished 1st and 4th  
Yr8 & 9 – Finished 7th and 6th  
Yr7 – Finished 3rd and 3rd  
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Access Centre @ Westonbirt  
 
This term we have been fortunate to be involved in the building phase of the new 
Community Shelter at Westonbirt Arboretum.  From September, this striking, bespoke 
structure will house the community programme for groups to learn skills in bushcraft, 
outdoor campfires and natural arts and craft projects. This venture has provided      
immense physical and mental benefits for our students in getting outdoors and        
experiencing nature, after such a difficult two years.   
 
Since early January, we have been working in all weathers with the construction team from Xylotek, using a range of 
traditional carpentry techniques such as steam bending, laminating and shingle making to build this dome shaped 
structure, which has been a brilliant experience. This unique opportunity has given our students a huge sense of 
achievement in helping to build this shelter as a legacy for future community groups.   
 
Check out the links below to see what we’ve been doing: 
Steam Bending:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptXrmuAzSWc&t=7s 
Spot us building Arch 22: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyqZgmgTKgo&t=1s 
 
Our students are really looking forward to showing their families the completed shelter at the Grand Opening and   
celebrating our success with homemade pizzas in the Outdoor Oven. 
 
Mrs Johns 
 
 
 
 
KS3 Science Week Photo Competition 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptXrmuAzSWc&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyqZgmgTKgo&t=1s
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Bikeability 
Cycling Training for the 21st Century 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY CYCLE TRAINING COURSES FOR SOUTH GLOS RESIDENTS  
All courses are Subject to a £5 Booking Fee which is Non-Refundable 

 
Bikeability Learn to Ride 
This session is for children who are unable to cycle, including older children and adults 
who have never mastered the skill.  For School Year 3 and above. Session 1 ½ hours. 
 
Level 1 
Consists of a 2-hour session where riders learn to control and master their bikes in a 
space away from traffic such as a playground or closed car park.  
Level 2  
Consists of two morning sessions the holiday course session is designed for years 6 
plus, there is an initial assessment in the playground covering level 1 skills to ensure 
they are ready for on road training. Once out on the road they will learn about road posi-
tion, which road user has priority and when, how to recognise typical hazards as well as 
manoeuvring through junctions. 
 
Level 3  
Aims to equip riders with skills for more challenging roads and traffic situations such as 
passing queuing traffic, road narrowing, understanding blind spots and perceive and 
deal with hazards. This is for year 6s and above. Level 2 must be undertaken prior to 
Level 3. 
 
Family Rides 
These are for members of one household (Max 6 trainees) There must be at least one 
adult included. There are no age restrictions, but you must be able to set off, pedal, 
slow down and stop. This is a 3 hour tailored training package. 
 
All elements of the course must be achieved to a competent, confident and consistent standard to gain the Bikeability 
standard. 
 
All trainees must have a signed and completed consent form. 
 
Trainees must have and be able to ride a roadworthy bicycle. 
 
Trainees must have a properly fitted cycle helmet. 
 
All Instructors are DBS checked and work for the Council’s Road Safety Team. Bikeability certificates are awarded to all 
trainees who successfully complete the course. 
 
For further information please Email  
cycle.holiday@southglos.gov.uk for further details.  
 
Please note courses are subject to a minimum number of children attending on the date. Locations of training may vary 
according to availability. All courses are Subject to a £5 Booking Fee which is Non-Refundable 

 
 


