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11th July 2019 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Mobile Phone Policy - change to be implemented from Monday 15th July 2019  
 
The decision has been made that the use of mobile phones/devices will no longer be 
permitted on Chipping Sodbury School site during the school day for students in         
Years 7-11.  We recognise that as parents/carers you may want your son/daughter to 
continue to have a mobile phone for his/her journey to and from school, eg. for 
safeguarding reasons and electronic travel passes.  Students will be expected to store 
their phone/device, turned off, during the school day; this includes break-time and lunch-
time.  All items of equipment should not be visible.  The school site includes all the 
premises once a student has crossed through one of the perimeter gates.  For clarity the 
school day begins as soon as students arrive on site in the morning and ends once they 
have left it.  
 
You may be aware that there is a national education debate regarding the use of 
phones/devices and indeed this change brings us into line with many schools. We are 
increasingly concerned about the negative impact which the use of mobile phones and 
other devices has on a student’s well-being and mental health.  It is noticeable that a 
number of our young people are becoming more and more isolated as they immerse 
themselves in their devices.  On a daily basis, we deal with the negative impact that the 
use of electronic devices has on students, causing upset, anti-social behaviour and 
concerns regarding e-safety. 
 
We have complete confidence that our students are able to respect this minor change to 
our policy and we know they are capable of responding immediately from Monday 15th 
July.  However, if a phone/device (including ear-phones/buds) is seen or heard on site 
during the day it will be confiscated.  Students will be required to collect it at the end of the 
day from Student Reception and behaviour points will be logged.  If a student is 
disobedient and refuses to hand over the phone/device, this will be a Level 4 incident and 
there will be a day of isolation.  If there are repeated incidents, parents/carers will be asked 
to meet with a member of staff to discuss the matter. 
 
The following reasons are among those that led to our decision not to allow mobile 
phone/electronic device use on site:  
 
●  Many students at our school are spending excessive amounts of time connected to 

social media, texting or electronic games.  We recognise this is a national issue and 
we wish to support our students’ well-being. 
 

●  We wish to educate students about the benefits of balancing time spent on and 
offline; we believe there are overwhelming well-being benefits for students being 
disconnected from some of the pressures of social media during the school day.  
 

●  Academic studies have shown that when the pressures and distractions of mobile 
phones are removed from students, there can be a significant benefit to learning.  



●  We want our students to spend more of their free time talking with each other rather 
than connected to screens, to positively impact on mental health and well-being. 
 

●  An increasing minority of students are walking around the site with ear-
buds/headphones in, looking at screens.  Positive student relationships with their 
peers and staff are a great strength of our school community and this habit is, at 
times, creating a virtual barrier to normal daily interactions.  It also poses a significant 
health and safety issue when students navigate around the site unaware of their 
surroundings. 
 

●  We wish to completely withdraw the temptation for students to use phones 
inappropriately during the school day, hence removing needless confrontations.  
 

●  As students can access content through 4G that is not filtered by our school Wi-Fi, we 
have concerns that some may access inappropriate or harmful content on their 
phones at break and lunch-time.  
 

●  An increasing amount of staff time is being used to resolve disagreements that have 
arisen during the school day on social media or texts.  We wish our focus to be on 
personal development, teaching and learning. 

 
The rationale and details are being explained to all students in assemblies before the 
holidays. We will outline the arrangements for students should they need to urgently make 
contact with parents during the school day; assistance will be available.  We are mindful 
that mobile phones can be used as an educational tool in the classroom; the only 
exception to the ban on mobile phones will be in the event that their use is explicitly 
directed by a member of staff to support learning.  We will, of course, expect it to be turned 
off and stored away after use. 
 
Should you need to make urgent contact with your son/daughter during the school day, 
please telephone 01454 862900 or send an email to the 
enquiries@chippingsodburyschool.com address and we will ensure your message is 
passed on. 
 
Post-16 students may use their devices in the central Sixth Form Area and Common 
Room.  They are asked to support our whole school policy and act as role models for 
younger students around the site. 
 
I trust I can rely on your assistance to implement this minor change to our school policy 
with a view to supporting our students and improving well-being. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Katherine Turner 
Headteacher 
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