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5th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
  
Formal Consultation on Joining the Athelstan Trust  
 
The staff and governors at Chipping Sodbury School continue to work hard to ensure we secure the 
best possible outcomes for all our young people.  We have much to be proud of and the wide 
opportunities available to students at our school support the development of all individuals.  We 
continue to improve and drive standards higher.  Our progress has been due to the skill, commitment 
and hard work of staff, students and governors alongside very welcome support from parents.  
 
You are likely to be aware that Chipping Sodbury School is only one of two mainstream secondary 
schools which is maintained by the Local Authority.  With a view to strategically securing the best 
possible future for our school community, governors have been pursuing the conversion to academy 
status and becoming part of the Athelstan Trust in partnership with other schools.  
 
Academy status means that schools become more independent of their Local Authority (LA) and 
control additional funds that are currently held centrally by the LA for providing a range of services to 
schools. This is not such a significant change for Chipping Sodbury School since, as a ‘Foundation 
School’, the Governing Body is already the employer of the school staff.  In addition, Chipping Sodbury 
School Co-Operative Trust owns the buildings and the land on which the school is built. 
 
More and more schools and academies are joining Trusts. In May 2020, there were 9,166 academies 
open in England, with the majority of secondary schools having academy status and the greater part of 
these in some sort of group arrangement. The Department for Education, Ofsted and the Regional 
Schools Commissioner are all supportive of Trusts as are all three main political parties.  
 
As a result of much research and positive conversations with several local Trusts, governors have 
voted to proceed with the application to join the Athelstan Trust. Governors have chosen this particular 
Trust as we feel that this partnership will enable us to develop alongside other schools with a similar 
ethos, set of values and drive.  
 
The benefits of this partnership are numerous: it provides excellent high quality development for all 
staff involved and therefore improved outcomes for our students; there are financial benefits; it enables 
our school to retain staff and to succession plan; and importantly for us, it shows our commitment to 
comprehensive education and will help develop the quality of other schools as well as our own.  
 
The trustees of the Athelstan Trust will be accountable for Chipping Sodbury School and any other 
academies within the Trust. This will mean a restructure of our governance arrangements; for example 
some of our existing governors will be represented within the wider Trust structure. However, as part of 
the conversion process, the Governing Body would ensure that Chipping Sodbury School retains its 
own Local Governing Body.  
 
 
 
Continued/…  



 

 

We would not intend to change the day-to-day operation of Chipping Sodbury School as a result of 
joining the Athelstan Trust. The current Headteacher and Leadership Team of Chipping Sodbury 
School will not change as a result of joining the Trust.  
 
This is an important issue and we want to give parents and carers the opportunity to feedback to 
governors. The attached consultation document provides more information on this proposal.   
  
We will be holding a remote ‘Information and Discussion Evening’ on Wednesday 2nd December to 
allow all parents and carers to listen to information regarding the proposal and ask any questions. 
Representatives from the Athelstan Trust and the Governing Body will be present at this event. Details 
of how to join this event will be posted on the School Website. 
 
Governors are mindful of their Public Sector Equality Duty responsibilities and would welcome any 
feedback on the impact of these proposals on those who share a protected characteristic. 
 
The governors will review all the comments received during the consultation process. Any decision on 
whether or not to join the Athelstan Trust will be taken by the Governing Body based on what is 
considered best for our school, our students, our staff and the wider Chipping Sodbury School 
community.  
 
We want to assure all our parents, staff and students, that should we join the Athelstan Trust we would 
remain a fully inclusive school serving the needs of our community. This proposal is part of our strategy 
for change, building on our successes. We believe this move will help the school to continue to develop 
as an outstanding school and ensure that we continue to serve our community.  
 
Please email your comments or questions to academyconsultation@chippingsodburyschool.com  or 
you can write to us at the school. We will set up a ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ (FAQs) page on the 
website with the questions we receive and the responses.  
 
 

I would like to thank you in advance for making the time to engage with this important issue. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
Katherine Turner    Robert Owen 
Headteacher     Chair of Governors 
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